










development 
of the School 
Year Calendar 
and Curriculum 
initiatives. The 
Regional Catholic 
Council of Chairs 
Committee has a 
new name: the 
Catholic Parent 
Involvement 
Committee 
(C.P.I.C.) The 
C.P.I.C. has 
expanded 
its membership 
to include one Trustee, two 
Superintendents and six parents representing the 
elementary and secondary panels, as well as the three main 
geographical regions of our Board.

Continuing Education Services, which includes the Adult Learning 
Centre (ALC)/Thomas Merton Catholic Secondary School in Oakville 
and the ALC in Burlington, offers secondary credits for adult learners 
that wish to complete their secondary education through a variety of 
options including regular classroom instruction, night school, summer 
school, co-operative education, online courses and independent 
learning. Continuing Education Services also offers a number of general 
interest courses, LINC and ESL classes for new Canadians, citizenship 
preparation classes, 20 International Languages programs and Literacy 
& Basic Skills programs for adults. For complete details or to register, 
please visit www.haltonalc.com.

All of the Board’s secondary schools continue to grow, as a testament 
to the dedication and commitment of our staff in providing an enriched 
educational experience. Our secondary schools offer a variety of 
programs, services and pathways to meet and serve the needs of our 
students.

SCHOOL SERVICES

The School Services department provides support to all schools 
within our Board, as well as Continuing Education Services. The four 

School Superintendents are available to guide, advise, supervise and 
monitor school operations, while the department collaborates directly 
with school administration on school improvement planning and local 
school initiatives. The School Improvement Plan includes Catholicity, 
improvements in numeracy and literacy, pursuing professional growth 
opportunities for staff and Safe Schools initiatives. The implementation of 
these programs enhances learning opportunities for pupils and provides 
a safer learning environment. School Services works in collaboration 
with various other departments to ensure that  continued quality 
education is delivered to our students. In addition, the department is 
responsible for the development, review and implementation of Halton 
Catholic District School Board operational policies and procedures. 

Over the past year, the School Services supervisory officers have 
been directly involved in various school initiatives, including the 
implementation of Elementary Video Security Cameras, the Primary 
Class Size plan, Bullying Prevention, Safe Schools and the Elementary 
School Uniform Pilot Project at St. Gabriel Catholic Elementary School 
in Burlington and Guardian Angels Catholic Elementary School in 
Milton.

School Services also acts as a resource to the Catholic Council of 
Chairs and Trustees, and works to strengthen the relationships of our 
Catholic School Councils with administration, parents and parishes. 
Catholic School Councils continue to be a source of advice to our 
local schools, as well to the Board on a number of topics including the 
selection criteria for Principals and Vice-Principals, Board Policies, the
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Front Row Seated (from left to right): Director of Education & Secretary of the Board 
Lou Piovesan; Oakville Trustee & Vice-Chair of the Board Alice Anne LeMay; Burlington 
Trustee & Chair of the Board Al Bailey; Burlington Trustee Joanne Matters; and 
Superintendent of Business Services & Treasurer of the Board Paul McMahon. 
Middle Row (from left to right): Oakville Trustee Pauline Houlahan; North Halton Student 
Trustee Heather MacKinnon, Oakville Trustee Ed Viana; Oakville Trustee Anthony Danko; 
Burlington Student Trustee Ryan Durran; Burlington Trustee Bob Van de Vrande; Milton 
Trustee Rev. David Wilhelm; Oakville Student Trustee Jaclyn Peluso; and Halton Hills Trustee 
Rosanna Palmieri.
Back Row (from left to right): John Langill, Asst. Superintendent of Education, School 
Services (North Halton Elementary Schools); Rick MacDonald, Superintendent of Education, 
Curriculum Services; James Rowles, Asst. Superintendent of Education, School Services 
(Oakville Elementary Schools);  Joseph O’Hara, Executive Officer, Human Resources 
Services; Giacomo Corbacio, Superintendent of Facility Management Services; Larry 
Clifford, Superintendent of Education, School Services (Burlington Elementary Schools); and 
Fiammetta Mazzetti, Asst. Superintendent of Education, School Services (Secondary Schools 
& Continuing Education).
Absent: Gary Mahoney, Superintendent of Special Education Services
On Secondment to the Ministry of Education: Elaine Hine

CONTINUING THE SUCCESS IN 
EQAO ASSESSMENTS

The overall 2007 achievement results, released by the Education 
Quality and Accountability Office (EQAO), of the province-wide 

testing of Grades 3 and 6 (Reading, Writing and Mathematics) 
indicated that our students continued to outperform the provincial 
results this year. The EQAO results of the province-wide testing of 
Grade 9 (Mathematics) indicated that our students continued to do 
well in this assessment. However, there was a decrease from the 2006 
results, which indicated that some adjustments are required to focus on 
improved learning for these students. School improvement plans and 
ongoing mathematics professional development initiatives will assist 
to further implement effective strategies that will support improved 
student learning in this area.

In June, 2007, the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT) 
results indicated that our secondary students continued to demonstrate 
very high achievement in this assessment. The EQAO assessments 
are a clear indicator of the continued dedication of both our staff and 
students and of our Board’s ongoing commitment to student success 
initiatives, while striving to help all students develop to their fullest 
potential in meeting our mission of Catholic education. 

For more information on our Board’s EQAO province-wide testing 
results for the 2006–2007 school year, please visit our Board’s website 
at www.hcdsb.org/eqao.
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