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Halton Catholic Board Students Outperform Province on 
Grade 9 EQAO 2009 Math Assessments

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

cont’d… 

The Halton Catholic District School Board released today its Board and individual secondary school results of the 
2009 Grade 9 Mathematics assessment conducted by the provincial Education Quality and Accountability Offi ce 
(EQAO). The assessment was conducted in each semester of the last school year (January and June, 2009). A total 
of 2,276 Grade 9 students of the Board’s eight secondary schools at the time were eligible to participate. 1,738 
students completed the Academic assessment and 538 students participated in the Applied testing.

Two versions of the test were administered – one for students in the Grade 9 Applied Mathematics program and 
the other for students in the Grade 9 Academic Mathematics Program. Each version was based on the Grade 9 
expectations for students in The Ontario Curriculum, Grades 9 and 10 Mathematics, which sets Level 3 as the 
provincial standard. Level 1 and above is equivalent to a passable grade, with Level 3 described as equivalent to a 
score of 70-79%.

“The Halton Catholic District School Board is very encouraged by our Academic Mathematics program results, 
which demonstrate that 83% of our students are achieving at or above Level 3,” states Director of Education, 
Michael W. Pautler. “These results indicate a 3% increase. This year, the Applied Mathematics program results 
show that 48% of our students are achieving at or above Level 3, which is good news signifying a 7% increase 
over the 2008 results. Building upon this success, both our Board and school improvement plans will continue 
to focus on the area of Applied Mathematics to improve learning for these students. A continued focus on 
Mathematics professional development initiatives for staff will be required in our Catholic learning communities 
to enhance student learning and achievement.”

“Our dedicated staff work diligently to ensure that student needs are met and our students are to be congratulated 
on their signifi cant achievement. As well, the positive and interactive relationship between the parent communities 
and our schools is an important infl uence that is also refl ected in the overall results,” states Rick MacDonald, 
Halton Catholic District School Board Superintendent of Education, Curriculum Services.

Grade 9 Assessment of Mathematics

Percentage of All Grade 9 Students at or Above the Provinical Standard (Levels 3 and 4) Over Time
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(Halton Catholic Board Students Outperform Province on Grade 9 EQAO 2009 Math Assessments cont’d)

Some of the Mathematics improvement strategies have included:
Teachers of Grade 9 mathematics were part of Catholic professional learning communities, facilitated by the • 
mathematics consultant and the secondary numeracy itinerant teacher, that focused on meeting the needs of 
students through differentiating instruction, appropriate questioning and effective use of manipulatives and 
technology;
There was an increase in opportunities for students to communicate their understanding of mathematics • 
concepts through math talk learning communities in their classrooms;
Capacity building sessions with the secondary itinerant teacher continued this year and were well received by • 
students and classroom teachers alike;
During second semester, two secondary teachers were released for part of the day to work as math coaches • 
with other teachers in our Board focusing on Grade 9 applied mathematics. These teachers were provided 
with specialized coaching training for their work with their colleagues;
SMART Board training and increased effective use of SMART resources were implemented last year;• 
Analysis of • EQAO Item Information Reports – Curriculum Services staff received in-service on the use of 
EQAO data in order to engage school improvement teams in conversation regarding the needs of the school 
and the required strategies for improvement;
Itinerant Teacher support to Grade 9 Applied classes and support for implementing new Grade 9 Academic • 
resources; and
All secondary schools have a student success teacher to support struggling students. The student success • 
leader meets on a monthly basis with all student success teachers thereby forming a professional learning 
community to support this role in the secondary schools.

The overall results for the Halton Catholic District School Board and individual schools are outlined in the chart 
included at the end of this release. The individual school results are listed alphabetically. The assessments were 
graded on a four level system, with one being the lowest and four the highest. The Ministry has defi ned Level 3 as 
the provincial standard.

As advised by EQAO, it is inappropriate and misleading to rank schools or to make individual school comparisons 
without taking into account a variety of contextual factors.
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For further information, please contact: Alternate Media Contact:   
Rick MacDonald Lisa Stocco     
Superintendent of Education,  Communications Offi cer 
Curriculum Services Halton Catholic District School Board
Halton Catholic District School Board 905-632-6314,  ext. 126     
905-632-6314, ext. 123

About the Halton Catholic District School Board
The Halton Catholic District School Board, a provincial leader in student achievement in literacy and 
numeracy, as well as in Special Education, provides the best of Catholic education to over 29,000 students 
of all ages at 50 faith-centred learning communities in Burlington, Halton Hills, Milton and Oakville. 
Committed to servant leadership, continuous school improvement planning and the preservation of the 
enduring gift of Catholic education, the Board is an exciting and dynamic system in which to learn, grow 
and work.

Bel ieving In You .  .  .  Bel ieving In Us



Achievement Level Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4

Province 6% 15% 69% 8% 14% 35% 33% 5%
Halton Catholic DSB 3% 13% 76% 7% 11% 36% 42% 6%

Assumption 3% 15% 73% 6% 14% 29% 43% 7%
Bishop Reding 5% 15% 73% 6% 14% 32% 41% 2%
Christ the King 2% 15% 79% 5% 2% 37% 50% 10%
Corpus Christi 3% 10% 76% 11% 17% 40% 34% 6%
Holy Trinity 3% 11% 76% 10% 17% 55% 21% 5%
Notre Dame 2% 14% 80% 4% 12% 31% 52% 3%
St. Ignatius of Loyola 4% 10% 77% 8% 12% 27% 46% 10%
St. Thomas Aquinas 3% 13% 76% 6% 10% 34% 45% 5%

Percentages may not add up to 100% due to  students  Source: EQAO
who were Exempt or had No Data. Downloaded September 16, 2009
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Halton Catholic District School Board
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