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Regular Board Meeting 
 Tuesday, October 3, 2017 

 
  

INFORMATION REPORT                                  ITEM 10.3 

2017-18 PORTABLE CLASSROOMS AND SURPLUS CLASSROOMS SUMMARY 

 
PURPOSE: 

To report on the Board’s 2017-18 school year portable classroom accommodation needs and surplus 
classrooms in schools. 

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

The Board has traditionally managed student enrollment growth pressures by utilizing temporary portable 
classroom accommodations at schools where the enrollment exceeds the functional capacity of the school 
building. Enrollment is driven by many factors and can trend differently throughout the many neighborhoods of 
Halton Region. All of the Board’s portable classroom units are leased to provide greater flexibility in meeting 
enrollment adjustments, while ensuring that excess units and the associated costs are never incurred. 

 
COMMENTS:  

For the 2017-18 school year, overall student enrollment continued to grow within the Board. As a result, 30 
additional portable classroom units were installed and a number of portable classrooms were relocated to 
accommodate changing enrolment throughout the Region. The majority of student growth occurred in Milton, 
where 29 new or relocated portable classrooms were added; 10 at the elementary panel and 19 at the 
secondary panel. Burlington added 7 portable classrooms at the elementary panel, primarily due to the 
removal of the port-a-pac at St. Mark Catholic Elementary School. Halton Hills lost 3 portables at the 
elementary panel and added 2 portables at the secondary panel. Oakville lost 6 portables at the elementary 
panel, but added 1 portable classroom at the secondary panel.  
 

Table 1 – Year-Over-Year Portable Classroom Accommodation Needs 

Elementary Secondary Elementary Secondary Elementary Secondary

Assumption 0 0 0 0 0 0

Corpus Christi 3 0 5 0 +2 0

Notre Dame 4 0 9 0 +5 0

Halton Hills Christ the King 17 10 14 12 -3 +2

Bishop Reding 15 25 14 34 -1 +9

Jean Vanier 25 0 36 10 +11 +10

Holy Trinity 11 0 7 1 -4 +1

St. Ignatius of Loyola 14 0 12 0 -2 0

St. Thomas Aquinas 7 3 7 3 0 0

96 38 104 60 +8 +22

Municipality Family of Schools

Board Total
134 164

2016-17 Portable 

Classrooms

2017-18 Portable 

Classrooms

Burlington

Milton 

Oakville

Difference

+30  

- No Change - Decrease in Portable Classrooms - Increase in Portable Classrooms  
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The Board experienced decreases in the number of portable classrooms needed from 2007-08 to 2014-15. 
However, with continued increases in enrollment from the 2014-15 school year to the present, the number of 
portable classrooms has also increased. Figure 1 shows the historical trends in portable classroom 
accommodation needs by municipality.  

 

Figure 1 – Historical Portable Classroom Accommodation Needs by Municipality 

 

Surplus classrooms have decreased for the 2017-18 school year, from 128 surplus classrooms in 2016-17 to 
110 surplus classrooms in 2017-18. Table 2 shows a breakdown of the changes in surplus classrooms by 
family of schools for the 2017-18 school year as compared to the 2016-17 school year. 
 

Table 2 – Year-Over-Year Surplus Classrooms 

Elementary Secondary Elementary Secondary Elementary Secondary

Assumption 20 5 18 2 -2 -3

Corpus Christi 3 10 3 9 0 -1

Notre Dame 8 6 1 6 -7 0

Halton Hills Christ the King 2 0 1 0 -1 0

Bishop Reding 0 0 3 0 +3 0

Jean Vanier 3 5 1 0 -2 -5

Holy Trinity 12 7 17 6 +5 -1

Loyola 27 6 25 4 -2 -2

St. Thomas Aquinas 14 0 14 0 0 0

89 39 83 27 -6 -12

-18

Municipality Family of Schools
Difference

Board Total
128 110

2016-17 Surplus 

Classrooms

2017-18 Surplus 

Classrooms

Burlington

Milton 

Oakville

 

- No Change - Decrease in Surplus Classrooms - Increase in Surplus Classrooms  
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Currently, over 95% of the Board’s surplus classrooms are located in Burlington and Oakville, with very few 
surplus classrooms in Halton Hills and Milton. Figure 1 illustrates the historical trends in surplus classrooms by 
municipality.  

 

 

Figure 2 – Historical Surplus Classrooms by Municipality  
 

To contain operating expenses, surplus classrooms are closely monitored by staff.  Many surplus classrooms 
are allocated to schools for program purposes and Board-wide system uses. The remaining surplus 
classrooms are closed to avoid unnecessary operating costs. 

 

CONCLUSION: 

As student enrollment continues to grow within the Board, there has been an increase in portable classroom 
accommodation needs and the number of surplus classrooms across the Board has decreased.  For the 2017-
18 school year, the number of portable classroom units increased from the 2016-17 school year by 30 to a total 
of 164 units.  The number of surplus classrooms decreased by 18 classrooms for the 2017-18 school year to 
110 surplus classrooms throughout the Board.  

Staff will continue to monitor portable classroom and surplus classroom utilization to contain operating 
expenditures wherever possible. 

 

 
REPORT PREPARED BY:  R. MERRICK 
  SENIOR ADMINISTRATOR, FACILITY MANAGEMENT SERVICES 
 
REPORT SUBMITTED BY: R. MERRICK 
    SENIOR ADMINISTRATOR, FACILITY MANAGEMENT SERVICES 
 
REPORT APPROVED BY:  P. DAWSON 
  DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION AND SECRETARY OF THE BOARD 
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APPENDIX A – PORTABLE AND SURPLUS CLASSROOMS BY SCHOOL 

2016-17 2017-18 Difference 2016-17 2017-18 Difference

Assumption 0 0 0 5 2 -3

Ascension 0 0 0 5 5 0

Holy Rosary (B) 0 0 0 2 2 0

St. John (B) 0 0 0 3 3 0

St. Patrick 0 0 0 3 3 0

St. Paul 0 0 0 4 3 -1

St. Raphael 0 0 0 3 2 -1

Family Total 0 0 0 25 20 -5

Corpus Christi 0 0 0 10 9 -1

Sacred Heart of Jesus 0 0 0 2 1 -1

St. Anne 3 5 +2 0 0 0

St. Christopher 0 0 0 1 2 +1

St. Elizabeth Seton 0 0 0 0 0 0

Family Total 3 5 +2 13 12 -1

Notre Dame 0 0 0 6 6 0

Canadian Martyrs 0 0 0 1 1 0

St. Gabriel 3 3 0 0 0 0

St. Mark 0 5 +5 7 0 -7

St. Timothy 1 1 0 0 0 0

Family Total 4 9 +5 14 7 -7

Christ the King 10 12 +2 0 0 0

Holy Cross 0 0 0 1 0 -1

St. Brigid 12 12 0 0 0 0

St. Catherine of Alexandria 3 2 -1 0 0 0

St. Francis of Assisi 0 0 0 1 1 0

St. Joseph (A) 2 0 -2 0 0 0

Family Total 27 26 -1 2 1 -1

Bishop Reding 25 34 +9 0 0 0

Holy Rosary (M) 0 0 0 0 3 +3

Our Lady of Victory 0 0 0 0 0 0

St. Anthony of Padua 10 11 +1 0 0 0

St. Peter 5 3 -2 0 0 0

Family Total 40 48 +8 0 3 +3

Jean Vanier 0 10 +10 5 0 -5

Guardian Angels 9 9 0 0 0 0

Lumen Christi 0 0 0 3 1 -2

Our Lady of Fatima 7 6 -1 0 0 0

Queen of Heaven 7 9 +2 0 0 0

St. Benedict 2 12 +10 0 0 0

Family Total 25 46 +21 8 1 -7

Holy Trinity 0 1 +1 7 6 -1

Holy Family 0 0 0 3 4 +1

Our Lady of Peace 0 0 0 4 5 +1

St. Andrew 9 7 -2 0 0 0

St. John (O) 0 0 0 3 4 +1

St. Marguerite d’Youville 2 0 -2 0 1 +1

St. Michael 0 0 0 2 3 +1

Family Total 11 8 -3 19 23 +4

St. Ignatius of Loyola 0 0 0 6 4 -2

St. Bernadette 0 0 0 0 0 0

St. Gregory the Great 2 2 0 19 17 -2

St. John Paul II 0 0 0 0 0 0

St. Joan of Arc 7 3 -4 3 3 0

St. Mary 0 0 0 0 0 0

St. Matthew 0 2 +2 0 0 0

St. Teresa of Calcutta 5 5 0 5 5 0

Family Total 14 12 -2 33 29 -4

St. Thomas Aquinas 3 3 0 0 0 0

St. Dominic 3 4 +1 0 0 0

St. James 0 0 0 10 9 -1

St. Joseph (O) 4 3 -1 0 0 0

St. Luke 0 0 0 4 5 +1

St. Vincent 0 0 0 0 0 0

Family Total 10 10 0 14 14 0

134 164 +30 128 110 -18
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https://schoolplanning.hcdsb.org/ltcp/
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https://www.hcdsb.org/Board/EDC/Pages/default.aspx
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http://haltondownsyndrome.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0f38add9d3c616d5a11197f22&id=c0828837f7&e=cd67c90af0


From: Sebastian Francis <sebastianfran@gmail.com> 

Date: September 17, 2017 at 10:28:24 AM EDT 

To: director@hcdsb.org 

Cc: halyczj@hcdsb.org 

Subject: ISW - Uniform Fiasco - Holy Trinity Oakville 

Dear Ms. Dawson  

(Director of Education & Secretary of the Board) 

 

I am writing this email out of sheer frustration with the newly appointed school uniform vendor - 

ISW. My initial order was placed in early July and as of today, I am still waiting for my order to 

be fulfilled despite taking my money upfront.  

 

Till date, I have made a total of 4 trips to this vendor and it is frustrating that there is is no one 

responsible to address my concerns. I specifically asked for the Oakville location store manager - 

Heather to call me yesterday. This request too is fallen on deaf ears as there has been no call 

back. FYI. I did notice similar experiences with other parents who were vocal about their 

frustrations. The Principal of Holy Trinity also very recently apologized for the delay.    

 

I look forward to your responses on the below questions -  

 

1. What due diligence was performed by the Board prior to selecting ISW as the vendor of 

choice to supply school uniforms   

2. When does your office believe this fiasco will be sorted out 

3. Why were the Parents not offered an alternate vendor to purchase school uniforms. 

 

I am copying the Principal of Holy Trinity on this email to keep her in the loop.  

 

Thanks and looking forward to your response.  

 

Sebastian.   
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