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APPROVED MAY 3, 2011                                              

PURPOSE 

 
 To foster and enhance the integrity, values, traditions and distinctiveness of Catholic Education, pupils 
enrolled in schools under the jurisdiction of the Halton Catholic District School Board shall participate in 
programs and courses of study in Catholic Religious Education and other faith development activities 
provided by the schools. 

 
 

APPLICATION AND SCOPE 
 

 
 Pupils enrolled in elementary and secondary schools under the jurisdiction of the Halton Catholic District 
School Board. 

 
 

PRINCIPLES 
 

 
 The Religious Education Program Curriculum supports the mandate, values, traditions and 

distinctiveness of the Catholic School System. 
 
 The Board is committed to cultivating the special characteristics of Catholic Education, the teaching of 

the Church and co-operating with the bishops in the exercise of their magisterial responsibility. 
 
 Religious education programs are developed and approved by the National Office of Religious 

Education under the direction of the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops, as well as, the Diocese 
of Hamilton. Religious Education curriculum is developed by the Institute for Catholic Education under 
the guidance and in the name of the Assembly of Catholic Bishops of Ontario 

 
 The religious environment and climate of the Catholic School System permeates throughout the whole 

of school life. 
 
 Parents enroll their children in the Catholic School System with the clear understanding that Religious 

Education and the many complementary elements which contribute to maturity in Faith are the central 
reason for the existence of Catholic schools. 

 
 Catholic teachers are trained to teach the Religious Education ProgramCurriculum 
 
 The Home, the Church and the School are partners in the education of children in faith and morals. 

 
 In the Catholic School System, Religious Education is a fulsome curriculum intended to be taught in its 

entirety. The Religious Education Curriculum is a complete program and is not offered in a manner so 
that parents can pick and choose only certain segments of the program 

 
 Pupils enrolled in the elementary schools of the Halton Catholic District School Board shall participate 

in the complete Religious Education Program Curriculum provided in its schools. 
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APPROVED MAY 3, 2011                                              

 
 Pupils enrolled in the secondary schools of the Halton Catholic District School Board shall participate in 

a mandatory program and course of study in Religious Education in each year of their secondary 
school program. 

 
 
 The Education Act ss. 42 (11) to (12) indicates that: 

 
(11) On written application, a Roman Catholic board shall exempt a person who is qualified to be a 
resident pupil in respect of a secondary school operated by a public board from programs and courses 
of study in religious education if, 
 
(a) the person is enrolled in a program that is not otherwise available to the person in a secondary 
school operated by a public board within the area of jurisdiction of the Roman Catholic board; or 
 
(b) it is impractical by reason of distance or terrain or by reason of physical handicap, mental handicap 
or multi-handicap for the person to attend a secondary school operated by a public board.  1997, c. 31, 
s. 20. 
 
(12) A person who is qualified to be a resident pupil in respect of a secondary school operated by a 
public board who attends a secondary school operated by a Roman Catholic board for a reason other 
than the one mentioned in clause (11) (a) or (b) is considered to have enrolled in all of the school’s 
programs and courses of study in religious education.  1997, c. 31, s. 20. 
 
(13) In addition to the exemptions provided for in subsection (11), no person who is qualified to be a 
resident pupil in respect of a secondary school operated by a public board who attends a secondary 
school operated by a Roman Catholic board shall be required to take part in any program or course of 
study in religious education on written application to the Board of, 
(a) the parent or guardian of the person; 
(b) in the case of a person who is 16 or 17 years old who has withdrawn from parental control, the 
person himself or herself; 
(c) in the case of a person who is 18 years old or older, the person himself or herself.2006, c.28, s.9. 
 

 
 School administrators shall direct unresolved issues related to participation in Catholic Religious 

Education programs and courses of study to their Family of Schools Superintendent.  If the issue 
remains unresolved, the parent can be directed to the Director of Education or designate. 

 
APPROVED:          Regular Meeting of the Board 
 
 
AUTHORIZED BY : ……………………………………………………………… 
    A. A. LeMay, Chair of the Board 
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APPROVED OCTOBER 6, 2009 PAGE 1 OF 1  
 
 

 

PURPOSE 

 
The Halton Catholic District School Board recognizes the importance of celebrating our Catholic faith and 
acknowledging the establishment and construction of a new Catholic school To celebrate our Catholic 
faith through an official blessing and opening of all new schools. 
 

APPLICATION & SCOPE 

 
This policy applies to all newly constructed schools in the Halton Catholic District School Board. 

 

PRINCIPLES 

 

 Our school community exists to foster and exemplify Catholic values. 
 

 The Catholic school is recognized as a support to and co-educator with the parent/guardian and the 
Cchurch in the development of each child’s faith. 

 

 The Catholic school is a community of faith and is centred on the person of Jesus Christ. 
 

REQUIREMENTS 

 

 A Gground Bbreaking Cceremony will be organized at the new school site   

 Official guests and dignitaries will be invited to attend and shall include appropriate clergy, 
educational and political officials who have jurisdiction for the respective school area as well as 
students and parent representatives of the new school boundary area. 

 The school Pprincipal shall establish a committee consisting of the local trustee(s), school 
Superintendent, principal and Chair of the Catholic School Council shall be established to organize 
the blessing and official opening of the school. 

 

 The principal shall act as the Chair of the Committee and a local trustee may, at their discretion, act 
as Co-Chair of the Committee. 
 

  A local trustee shall act as Master of Ceremonies for the occasion. 
 

 The Administrator of Communications Services Board staff shall send the pPrincipal with the contact 
information shall sendand printed sample templates of the invitations to be sent to official guests and,  
dignitaries frommembers of the Board of Trustees, and shall include the appropriate clerical Clergy, 
and educational and political officials who have jurisdiction for the respective school area.  (See 
Appendix “A”) 

 

 The Chair of the Board or designate, the Director of Education and the Principal principal of the 
school shall be invited to address the gathering.  Other dignitaries may be requested to address the 
assembly at the discretion of the Committee. 
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 The Board will provide framed copies of the Board Mission Statement and Governing Values to be 
presented to the school principal. 

 

 A plaque bearing the names of the Chair of the Board, each Trustee, the Director of Education, the 
Superintendent of Business Services and Treasurer of the Board, the Academic Superintendent of 
the School, the Superintendent of Facility Management Services, the School Principal, the Architect 
and the General Contractor, including the date and name of the officiating clergyman shall be 
commissioned for the official opening. 
 

 Board funds up to $1,000.00  $1,500.00 shall be allocated to defray the costs of the ceremony. 
 
 

 
APPROVED: Regular Meeting of the Board 
 
 
 
Authorized by:       
 Chair of the Board
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APPROVED AMENDED OCTOBER 6, 2009  

 

 

 

PURPOSE 
 

The Halton Catholic District School Board recognizes the importance of celebrating our Catholic faith and 
acknowledging the construction of a major school addition To celebrate our Catholic faith through an official school-
based blessing and rededication ceremony of any school having undergone major additions/renovations. 
 

 

APPLICATION & SCOPE 

 
This policy applies to all of the Board’s schoolsschools in the HCDSBHalton Catholic District School Board in 
whichhaving undergone major additions/renovations: 

 increase the school size by at least 30%; 

 provide some major program facility improvement such as a gym, library resource centre, Kindergarten 
room(s), computer lab, etc.; 

 are viewed by the school’s community and the Board as a very significant event for that community. 

 
 

PRINCIPLES 

 

 Our school community exists to foster and exemplify Catholic values. 
 

 The Catholic school is recognized as a support to and co-educator with the parent/guardian and the church in 
the development of each child’s faith. 

 

 Additions/renovations to schools are important to the educational facility and should be recognized. 
 

 

REQUIREMENTS 

 

 The blessing and rededication ceremony shall be held as soon as possible, within the current school year, after 
the addition has been occupied and/or a renovation has been completed during the current school year. 
 

 The school Pprincipal shall establish aA Committee consisting of the local trustee(s), the school 
Superintendent, the Principal and the Chair of the Catholic School Council or their respective designates shall 
be established to organize the ceremony. 
 

 The principal shall act as the Chair of the Committee and a local trustee may, at their discretion, act as Co-
Chair of the Committee. 

  

 A local trustee of the Board shall act as Master of Ceremonies for the occasion. 
 

 Board funds up to twenty (20% $300 of the amount of the allocation approved for the Blessing and Official 
Opening of a New School shall that shall be allocated to defray the costs of the ceremony. 

 

 The principal will be responsible for invitations and guest lists (See Appendix “A”). 
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 The Chair of the Board or designate, the Director of Education or designate and the Principal principal of the 
school shall be invited to address the gathering.  The Committee may invite other dignitaries to address the 
gathering. 

 

 The final accounting of expenditures shall be brought to the Board for information submitted to Business 
Services. 

 
APPROVED: Regular Meeting of the Board 
 
 
Authorized by:       
 Chair of the Board 
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APPLICATION FORM for 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COURSE REIMBURSEMENT 
 
 

 
Name: _________________________  School: ___________________________ 
 
 
Course(s) Completed:  Part I     
     Part II 
     Part III/Specialist 
 
 
Date Completed: _______________________________ 
 
 
 
___________________________________ ___________________________________ 
SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT   DATE 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
To obtain reimbursement: 
 
Please indicated the amount of reimbursement: 

Part I  (up to $500) $________________ 
Part II (up to $600) $________________ 
Part III (up to $600) $________________ 

 
Please include a copy of: 

 payment receipt; 
 completion certificate; 
 OCT documentation indicating the course(s) being added; and 
 this form. 

 
 
 
___________________________________ ___________________________________ 
Date      Board Approval 
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APPROVAL AND REIMBURSEMENT FORM 
 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION - THEOLOGY - MASTER - DOCTORAL LEVEL COURSES (PART-TIME STUDY) 
 
NAME:  
_____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
SCHOOL:   
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
COURSE NAME AND NUMBER:  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
DESCRIPTION OF COURSE: 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
Director of Education and Secretary of the Board 

 
 
_________________________________________________ 
Date 

 
 

Reimbursement: 
 
The Masters/Doctoral Level Religious Education/Theology course as listed above has been completed.  
A copy of the Original Mark statement and a copy of the payment receipt is attached. 
 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Signature of Applicant 

 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Payroll Department: 
 
Please reimburse the amount of $500.00 to: ___________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
Approval of Director of Education and Secretary of the Board 

 
 
_________________________________________________ 
Date 
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AMENDED: JANUARY 19, 2016                                                                                                                                                         Page 1 of 2 

 

PURPOSE  

 

To provide direction to all members of schools under the Board’s jurisdiction with respect to requirements on 
opening or closing exercises as stated in the Education Act , the Safe Schools Act, 2000,  Ontario Regulation 
298, and attendant regulations and to promote the distinctiveness, values, and mission of the Halton Catholic 
District School Board. 
 

APPLICATION AND SCOPE 

 

This policy applies to all schools under the jurisdiction of the Halton Catholic District School Board. 
 

REFERENCES 

 

 The policy is in accordance with provisions of the Education Act, the Safe Schools Act, 2000, Ontario 
Regulation 298, and attendant amendments and the mission statement of the Halton Catholic School 
System. 

 

PRINCIPLES 

 

 The religious environment and climate of the Catholic School System permeates throughout the 
whole of school life. 

 
 Catholic schools endorse and promote the mandate, values, traditions, and distinctiveness of the 

Catholic School System. 
 

 Catholic schools instill in students respect, loyalty, allegiance, and pride in their country. 
 

REQUIREMENTS 

   

 Formal prayer shall form part of every opening or closing exercise. 
 

 Scriptural/spiritual readings may form part of every opening or closing exercise. 
 

 Secular readings or recitations may form part of every opening or closing exercise but may not 
replace scriptural/spiritual readings. 

 
 The singing of O Canada shall form part of every opening or closing exercise. Students and staff shall 

participate in the singing of O Canada. 
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AMENDED: JANUARY 19, 2016                                                                                                                                                         Page 2 of 2 

 The Oath of Citizenship shall form part of every opening exercise. Students and staff shall participate 
in the Oath of Citizenship.  
 
 

 The following is the Oath of Citizenship: 
 

o I affirm that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the 
Second, Queen of Canada, and to her heirs and successors, and that I will faithfully observe 
the laws of Canada and fulfill my duties as a Canadian citizen. 

 
  A student is not required to sing O Canada or recite  the Oath of Citizenship in the following 

circumstances: 
 

1. In the case of a student who is less than 18 years old, if the student’s parent or 
guardian applies to the principal to be exempted from doing so. 

 
2. In the case of a student who is at least 18 years old, if the student applies to the  

principal to be exempted from doing so. 
 
 

 
 
Approved :         Regular Meeting of the Board 
 
 
 
AUTHORIZED BY : …………………………………………………………………………… 
    Chair of the Board 
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