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Service Navigation and the OAP

Autism Ontario’s new roles, 

and the new Ontario Autism Program



Autism Ontario is the province’s leading source of 

information and referral on autism and one of the 

largest collective voices representing the autism 

community. 

We are made up of knowledgeable parents, 

professionals, and autistic self-advocates who can 

speak to the key issues that impact those with 

autism, and their families. 

Who is Autism Ontario?



Our Mission

To ensure that each individual with ASD is 

provided the means to achieve quality of life as a 

respected member of society.



Autism Ontario supports autistic children, 

youth, adults, and their families by 

advocating on their behalf, providing 

valuable programs and services, and 

creating acceptance and opportunities 

across Ontario. 



THE NEW ONTARIO 

AUTISM PROGRAM (OAP)



Childhood Budgets

• Provide families of autistic children and youth 

with direct funding to spend on eligible services 

of their choice 

o Behavioural services, 

such as assessments 

and consultations

o Speech language 

pathology

o Occupational therapy

o Physiotherapy

o Family/caregiver 

capacity building and 

training

o Respite services

o Technology aids

o Travel



Childhood Budgets

• Available for all children with a diagnosis of 

autism up to age 18

• Children under the age of six are eligible for up 

to $20,000 annually

• Children and youth aged six and older are 

eligible for up to $5,000 annually

• Families on the waitlist on April 1, 2019 can 

expect to receive their first Childhood Budget 

within the next 18 months



How Does It Work?

• Children must be registered in the OAP to be 

eligible for a Childhood Budget.

• Children already registered for the OAP and on 

the waitlist will be contacted when their 

Childhood Budget is available.



• Eligible families on the waitlist will receive a 

letter from the Ministry when it is time for them to 

apply for a Childhood Budget. 

– Letter will contain a unique reference number that will 

allow families to apply for the Budget online or over 

the phone

• After receiving their childhood budget, families 

can spend it on eligible services.



Unsure if you’re on the list and registered for 

OAP after April 1, 2019?

Call the Central Intake and Registration Team 

(CIRT).

1-888-444-4530

If you registered with OAP before April 1, 

2019, please call the Single Point of Access 

Service Provider in your Region



Why Autism Ontario?

• A 46-year history of representing 

thousands of families and people with 

ASD across Ontario 

• Local Support

– Autism Ontario represents thousands of 

families across the province through our 

Chapters.

– Chapters are under the leadership of 

committed and skilled volunteers who provide 

expertise and guidance to the organization 

and their communities.



Why Autism Ontario?

• Online Resources and Support

– Learning Portal: home to all our great online 

resources

– Provincial webinars that explore the latest 

research in easy-to-understand terms

– Educational videos to share in classrooms 

and with employers 

– Education and advocacy toolkits to help 

inform about rights and responsibilities

– Tip sheets that explore a wide variety of ASD 

topics



Why Autism Ontario?

• Social Learning Opportunities

– Community events designed to offer opportunities for 

children and youth with ASD to connect with one 

another through a variety of family-friendly activities

• Training and Outreach

– ASD related training to first responders, transit 

professionals and attractions aiming to make space 

more ASD friendly 

• Autism Awareness and Acceptance Campaigns

– Raise the Flag Campaign puts us in municipal offices 

and classrooms all over Ontario



THE AUTISM ONTARIO 

SERVICE NAVIGATION PROGRAM



What We Do

Provide support to families interested in accessing 

the OAP, currently registered in the program and 

waiting for a Childhood Budget, or families 

currently receiving services



What We Do

Support is offered through workshops, training 

sessions, and individual direct support to:

• Help families understand the 

new Ontario Autism Program 

and the services available to 

purchase with their 

Childhood Budgets

• Find qualified providers

• Support families in 

navigating autism services, 

including helping them find 

local services and supports 

in their communities

• Work in collaboration with 

families to set meaningful 

goals

• Provide access to parent 

resources and webinars

• Provide opportunities for 

families to connect with each 

other at events, including 

through peer-to-peer 

mentoring and social 

learning opportunities for 

children and youth with ASD



What We Don’t Do

The Service Navigation Program does not:

• Provide families with service planning, case 

management, clinical support, behavioural 

services, or one-on-one parent coaching

• Partake in registration, intake, waitlist 

management, funding distribution, or 

reconciliation for the OAP



How it Works
Getting involved is easy!

Family visits autismontario.com and fills out an Intake form for 

Service Navigation

An Autism Ontario Service Navigator in their region is assigned to 

them and will reach out to schedule a phone call or face-to-face 

meeting

Autism Ontario’s Service Navigator will help provide orientation to 

the new Ontario Autism Program including introducing them to the 

Childhood Budget process and helping them to make informed 

choices

Autism Ontario’s Service Navigator will help families determine 

and prioritize their child’s needs and goals 

Autism Ontario’s Service Navigator will connect families to local 

services and supports in their area



QUESTIONS?



THANK YOU!



 

 

https://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiViLq6j8HiAhUSWqwKHbnGBU8QFjAAegQIAxAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ontario.ca%2Flaws%2Fstatute%2F90e02&usg=AOvVaw0gfsNm4CmvXQoD6zEnjOvx
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=4&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjT1aLIj8HiAhUJbawKHU_rDm4QFjADegQIARAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ontario.ca%2Flaws%2Fstatute%2F01o32&usg=AOvVaw1HIdTeCN2iTB7ZN0ceEfbw
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiO9tnZj8HiAhUJ7qwKHXjbBTwQFjAAegQIBRAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ontario.ca%2Flaws%2Fstatute%2F90b07&usg=AOvVaw1Oh34_TBBgQKWDWyFsTkbQ
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=3&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjlp5vij8HiAhVCjK0KHRCgCvIQFjACegQIAhAC&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.edu.gov.on.ca%2Feng%2Fdocument%2Fpolicy%2Fos%2Fonschools_2017e.pdf&usg=AOvVaw2CEANEstsOq468At2z-twJ
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.edu.gov.on.ca%2Fextra%2Feng%2Fppm%2Fppm163.pdf&data=02%7C01%7CNeumanJ%40hcdsb.org%7C0f00f53655e04932c99a08d7353b2f29%7C2537ab7d25bd498aa6427c135779e6d2%7C1%7C0%7C637036400624037035&sdata=TPYMfkflmh%2B9uNpRIN86ptJ3sjKUwDxtF63%2B5FVd7Ak%3D&reserved=0
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Satisfaction with AP and IB programming at the HCDSB: Students and parents 



 

 

1) Interest in Accelerated programming at the HCDSB: Parents only 

2) Interest in attending “regional type classes”: Students and parents  

  



 

 

3) Cluster-Grouping Classrooms: Overview of literature  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.search-institute.org/new-research-report/
https://www.search-institute.org/new-research-report/
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AREA Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Total 

Oakville 22 21 15 9 67 

Burlington 3 5 7 8 23 

Halton Hills 
 

3 2 1 6 

Milton 5 13 5 9 32 

Grand Total 30 42 29 27 128 
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Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC) 

Association Report 

Association: Learning Disabilities Association of Halton-Hamilton 

Representative: Tammy Beattie 

Meeting Date: September 30, 2019 

Upcoming Events or 
Conferences Corporate Breakfast 

Tuesday October 1, 2019 at 7:00am - 9:30am  
Lincoln Alexander Centre – Hamilton, Ontario 

Keynote Speaker: Rick Green 
This is to celebrate the expansion of our Learning Disabilities chapter to 
cover Halton and Hamilton, a general population of 1.5 million, of whom 
approximately 125,000 will have learning disabilities. 
Tickets are $30, $25 for non-profit 
 
Lecture Series: 

Decoding the Psychoeducational Assessment 
Thursday, November 28. 6:30 pm 
Presented by: Tara Carman, ADHD Coach, Owner and Director of the 
Artemis Assessment and Treatment Centre 
 
Parent Advocacy Workshops: An Introduction to Advocacy and I.E.Ps 
2019-2020 Workshop Dates:  

• October 24, 2019 

• November 25, 2019 

• January 22, 2020 

• May 4, 2020 
All workshops run from 7:00 – 9:00 pm 
 
Workshops and Lecture Series $30, $25 for members 
 

Website links/Brochure 
/Flyer attachments: 

https://ldahalton.ca/breakfast/ 
https://ldahalton.ca/solutions-learning-lecture-series/ 
 

New Initiatives:  

Other Information:  

 

https://ldahalton.ca/breakfast/
https://ldahalton.ca/solutions-learning-lecture-series/

