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Good Evening Trustees, Director, and Superintendents. 
Thank you for affording me the chance to speak this evening. My 
name is Matthew Salvaterra, and I am an HCDSB parent from 
Milton. I’ve come here this evening with other parents from Milton, 
to speak to the expansion of the French Immersion program for 
the upcoming school year. I understand that potentially this 
evening’s vote hinges on the result of the survey sent out to 
parents in late-January. Although it may have been a genuine 
way to engage parents, this survey and the graphic that 
accompanied it were both confusing and misleading.  

The email I received from HCDSB stated in bold letters “The 
option to expand the French Immersion program would 
require system-wide boundary reviews next year, which may 
impact many HCDSB elementary students and families” and 
was enough to make me jump up out of my weekday evening 
spot on the couch. Boundaries changing, programs moving, this 
was serious stuff. Words in the email like “may impact many 
families”. Impact implies negative change. The email came across 
as a call to action against French Expansion. With 98% of parents 
being English-stream parents who are not stakeholders in FI, 
there’s no doubt that the survey results will be overwhelmingly 
negative. Moreover, I don’t see how adding 46 spaces to a grade 
1 class in South-West Milton, will affect a grade 6 class in 
North-East Milton. People are resistant to change. This is a fact. 
Threatening change on an entire system to accommodate FI 
expansion is of course going to illicit negative responses. Since 
this email came out, I’ve heard worrisome comments made about 
FI students overpopulating my daughter’s school. Let’s remember 
that every child deserves to be in Halton Catholic Schools.  
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The reality of expansion is, the vast majority of 
English-stream students won’t be impacted by FI expansion in 
years to come, and in the first year of expansion there would be 
no impact on any students, English or French.  

Moreover, I said that the email and graphic were confusing 
and misleading. The expansion that is proposed on the graphic is 
2 new classes in Milton, 2 in Oakville, 2 in Burlington, and 1 in 
Halton Hills. This is 7 classes. The graphic states in bold “7 more 
FSL teachers” will be needed. How is this correct? 1 FI teacher is 
needed per location. 1 FI full-time teacher can teach one class in 
the morning and the other class in the afternoon. So how are 7 
teachers needed? Furthermore, the statement on the graphic “we 
may need to hire uncertified and or unqualified teachers” sounds 
fairly far-fetched, considering we’re talking about 3 teachers, 
wanting to teach in one of the fastest growing, safest, most 
prosperous locations is Canada.  

Also, this graphic has a piggy bank stating the costs of 
expanding the program. Costs... again with the negative , but no 
revenues. What about the FSL allocation money that the Board 
would receive for expanding the program? And the revenue from 
families not having to flee to the Public board to access French 
Immersion.  

Overall, this graphic seems to have been created to evoke a 
negative reaction, and while doing that, it inaccurately tells half 
the story. 

So what are we expecting from the survey results tonight? 
The facts are that only 2% of parents surveyed are FI parents, 
98% are not. French expansion has been painted in an 
unflattering light, and French expansion has been tied into a 

214



boundary review that would happen regardless. This should not 
inform our decisions. 
 What we do know is that there are 108 parents on the 
waiting list in Milton. This is data. Parents want this program. This 
is a fact. The demand is growing. This is a fact. The board 
deemed the feasibility of this expansion. Look at your countless 
delegations supporting this program.  

Other Boards may have over extended themselves with 
colossal programs & are dealing with the ramifications. Some also 
underutilize FI teachers by having them teach the English 
component of the day. Halton Catholic has had a slow & steady 
approach, and allocates FI teachers to their maximum potential. 
 Thank you for your time.  Please don’t deprive these 
students the opportunity to this program for 2020. 
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Potential French Immersion Program Expansion

62students  
on waitlist

Burlington

Sacred Heart 
of Jesus

St. Catherine 
of Alexandria

Halton Hills

0 students  
on waitlist

0 students  
on waitlist

Milton

St. Scholastica

St. Mary

Oakville

30 students  
on waitlist

• Add two (2) more Grade 1 French Immersion classes per designated school for 2020-21
• Limit student enrolment to four (4) Grade 1 French Immersion classes per municipality 

moving forward

How Will This Look In 2020-21?

Key Considerations

$
2020-21 Additional Costs
$105,466 transportation
$112,000 for portables

School Boundary Reviews
4 municipal school  
boundary reviews

Staffing Needs
7 more FSL teachers for 2020-21
50.4 FSL teachers for 2020-21
82 FSL teachers by 2028
 
We may need to hire uncertified  
and/or unqualified teachers

Increased combined (split)  
classrooms in primary grades 

Other  
Considerations
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French Immersion 


Good evening, 


I am a mom of three who recently move from Quebec to Oakville . My kids went to a bilingual 
school in Montreal so we were very happy to  find a French Immersion school where they will 
be able to continue to learn and be exposed to both English and French. The transition to the  
new school went smoothly for my girls at St Mary, my oldest in grade 6,  has her class in a 
portable and find it particularly fun and I can truly say that I never heard her complaining in 
regard to that.

 

I am bilingual and truly understand the value of speaking a second language  .


I would like  to focus on  how French immersion will benefit not only our children but also our 
schools and finally our community .


The children


Children love to learn , I have 3 kids at home and I see how eager  they are to discover and 
learn new things. We all want the best for our children and we work hard to prepare them for 
life . Being bilingual, as I can see first hand, the benefits it brings not only career wise but to the 
personal life  as well.

I grew up in Congo one the largest country in Africa with French as the first language, but even 
back there my parent made sure to enrol us in English course during summer vacation because 
they new that we will benefit from that.  We have family in Europe and Africa  who don’t speak 
English but it is amazing to see how our children are able to communicate with their grand 
parents, uncles, aunties and cousins .

Researches show that learning a new language especially in childhood has more advantage as 
it gives the child  brain a boost , it develops critical thinking  in the child and helps improve 
their  problem solving as well as their listening skills while  some even suggest that children 
who learn second language at early age are less likely to experience age-related mental illness 
as they reach old age. 

We can continue as there are many more advantages to learning a new language for our 
children.


Schools


We all want to form the leaders of tomorrow,   we all know that school play a very important 
role in the process. How rewarding  would it be for our schools and all the teachers who invest 
so much of themselves in our children to be recognize  for their role in the process . Schools 
will benefit from providing that level of education as more resources would be put in order to 
allow the teachers to instruct in the best manner.  In regard to  the portable ,  I would like to talk 
about my own child: it hasn’t been an issue for her , in fact she sees it as it is,  her classroom, 
and, being in a portable hasn’t  stop her from learning  , making friends   and being a student.
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Community


Languages are effective barriers breaker in communities. Learning a new language enables us 
to be more open to other people and  brings us together.   Our catholic and christian values are 
to include and  welcome those around us . I am grateful to live in this country, this community, 
built  by both French and English.

To bridge gaps between communities, the federal government recently initiated a new law to 
promote and protect official languages and Melanie Jolie,  the minister of Economic and 
Official languages has  already release funding to support French Immersion programs and 
allow more hiring of Francophone teacher to fill in the need.


Lets move forward with Burlington , Milton and Oakville  to eliminate the waiting list and give 
our children the opportunity to learn , let’s work together to bring our community together and  
most important let’s not deny this great program to our children.


Fatou Okenge
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Statement from Melanie Joly on January 28, 2020
Minister of Economic Development and Official Languages

Our two languages speak to the country we’ve built, the people we are, and the society we hope to leave to 
our children. We’ll continue to do all we can to promote and protect them, while giving every Canadian the 
chance to live, learn and thrive in whichever one they choose.

IMMERSION: Immersion programs are more popular than ever. Parents are lining up to register their children 
to learn French, and we are proud to support them with investments of more than $432 million for... the 
provinces.

TEACHERS: We also know that to learn a language, you need qualified teachers. That's why we now have the 
tools to recruit more Francophone teachers through a new $62.5 million fund.
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2019-2020 HCDSB Student Senate: Conference Call to Lead Senators (MINUTES) 

Date: February 4th, 2020  

Start Time: 10:30 a.m.  

End Time: 11:46 a.m. 

Present: N. Gubert, D. Herrero, K. Weinstein, M. Ghaly, C. Kim, L. Greenaway, H. 

Shelton, D. Suan, D. Caratao, N. Lee, S. Ellison  

Excused: M. Bhambra, D. Arabit 

Absent: D. Sabido, N. Rodrigues, A. Zarandi, M. Rubach 

 

1. Updates:  

a. February 11, 2020: Senate Meeting: Focus on Mental Health, Glenda 

Brown (Chief of Mental Health Programming in HCDSB) + Director of 

Education Pat Daly) 

● Google Doc shared on Teams for questions related to Glenda 

Brown’s discussion regarding anything about Mental Health (it 
either has to entail some sort of discussion, or can be a genuine 

question regarding Mental Health). All questions due BY THE 

LATEST February 6th or 7th, 2020. 

b. Voting Questions for Student Senate Policy VI-01 -- any unanswered and 

outstanding questions, please forward them to me, Malika, or Davin by 

February 6th or 7th, 2020. Any questions taken afterwards will not be 

accepted, as the voting procedure has to be voted at this meeting. 

2. Higher Engagement for Senate Meetings (Offering PD sessions) 

● Nick Gubert: How much will this cost? Who will run it? 

○ Remember that the Senate does not have a budget. We 

have to pre-approve the costs of any sessions that we host 

(usually, the costs are provided through a honorarium) 

● Mark: Handbook -- dynamic from year to year, very helpful for new 

senators 

● Katelyn, Nick: PD will improve more than a handbook, but the 

handbook can be useful in some situations. 

Appendix A

239



● Dylex: The handbook is important in the sense that it provides a 

reference, to be even a student senator. The constitution on the 

other hand, provides a backbone and structure of what is the 

Senate, how the Senate is run, etc. Once this is ratified by the 

majority of the Senate, the Constitution lives on forever. Note that 

amendments can be made, but at the core we establish the 

framework. 

 

Things to consider: 

● How to run effective meetings → how to establish debate and control it so that 

it doesn’t go everywhere. 

● How to give good presentations 

● How to get back on track when you go on a tangent 

● How to take effective minutes (when is too much, when is too little) 

● How to go about getting things done (action plans) 

 

Given the need for students to be learning at these meetings, PD Sessions may be 

offered starting the meeting after the Senators have elected the Student Trustees for 

2020-2021 school year. The logistics need to be worked out, but it may be that the 

Student Trustees for the next school year will help with providing these sessions. 

 

3. Improving Senates At Your Schools 

● Hailey wants to make promotional material for the Student Senate. 

○ For instance, creating posters! Hailey would love to volunteer to 

create the posters (so then we can try  though it may be better to 

talk more about this near the end of the school year (May or June). 

● Share Instagram account (@hcdsbsenate) with the student councils. 

○ We need to publish more content on the Senate accounts. Get the 

word out as much as you can! 

4. Message about Communication on Teams 

a. Please check Teams regularly for any updates. Dylex echoed the 

importance of checking Teams. While group chats are useful to keep in 
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touch with the School Senates, most of our updates for Senate will HAVE 

to come through Teams (as it is an approved service for the Board). 

5. Constitution Committee (who will participate) 

● Many lead senators are too busy with other commitments to participate 

in the committee.  

● The role of being on this committee is not clearly defined, and that is why 

most Senators have not expressed their interest. Keep in mind that time 

is still an issue. 

● Dylex and Davin will send out a document on the Lead Senators chat and 

General chat outlining the responsibilities and roles of a member of this 

committee ASAP (ideally, by the end of this week: February 7, 2020). 

● We need everyone to reach out to their Senates; we will post a document 

outlining all of the roles and responsibilities at least by the end of this 

week (February 7, 2020). 

6. Elementary Outreach 

a. Other ways to reach out besides “See the Problem, Be the Solution”? 

● Viability of an elementary student senate? 

○ Nicole: Appealing to elementary students may not be beneficial, 

especially if we raise Student Senate. What might have to be done 

is that we promote this after students have settled into their high 

school. 

○ Mark: Echoed the same responses as Nicole. It’s another 

responsibility that may not necessarily be beneficial to most 

students as they are already preparing to make that transition. 

Perhaps, we need to wait a little bit afterward after they have 

become used to the school environment. 

○ Nicole: Mentors can act as a bridge because their main role is to 

connect students currently in Grade 9 to the school community; 

so, if there’s a problem with anything, they are the ones to address 

that issue. Again, it’s most likely that this would be most beneficial 

when the students are already established 

○ Nicholas: Why don’t we have representatives at the elementary 

school, where they would voice their concerns? 
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■ Some other ideas: get one or two students elected  

○ Dylex: This was stated at one of our conferences (OSTA-AECO Fall 

General Meeting in October). Elementary outreach should 

encourage student voice, and raise any sort of concerns that they 

may have. This is not new in the province; many school boards, 

such as HDSB and TCDSB have implemented similar processes, 

where the Elementary Student Senators are chosen by the 

Principal and/or Vice-Principal. Could be implemented, but the will 

of the Lead Senators to carry on such a project will dictate that. 
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