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Thursday, July 23, 2020

Alignment to Strategic Plan

This report is linked to the strategic priorities:

Believing: Celebrating our Catholic faith & aspiring to be models of Christ

Purpose

The purpose of this report is to update Trustees on planning for the reopening of school in September
2020.

Background Information

On March 12, 2020, the Minister of Education closed all publicly funded schools in Ontario in the
province's efforts to help contain the spread of COVID-19 and keep students safe. The school closure
period was temporarily extended twice, until May 19, 2020, when it was announced that schools
would remain closed for the remainder of the 2019-2020 school year. On June 19, 2020 the Ministry
of Education released guideline The Approach to Reopening Schools and in light of the continued
uncertainty about public health risks instructed School Boards to prepare for three scenarios:

1. normal (conventional) school day routine with enhanced public health protocols;

2. modified school day routine based on smaller class sizes, cohorting and alternative day or
week delivery; and

3. athome learning with ongoing enhanced remote delivery.

In addition to the parameters set by the Ministry, our guiding principles have remained focused
maintaining continuity of learning, keeping students and staff safe and healthy, ensuring access and
equity for all students, and maintaining clear, consistent, and timely communication with all
stakeholders.
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Superintendents are leading these planning teams in conjunction with staff from our various
departments and school administrators.

Planning has been organized around several critical domains:

Logistics and Planning

Cohort organization

classroom set up, physical distancing
circulation/traffic flow

self screening protocols
schedules, supervision

signage

hygiene practices

masks and PPE

Cleaning

Before and after school Programs
arrivals, departures

recess

attendance

washroom usage

use of shared spaces

first aid, health and safety
emergency procedures
transportation

Creating and Maintaining Community

Creating community and connecting with students in new school configurations
onboarding students, staff

connecting with parents in virtual setting

maintaining daily rituals

structuring social opportunities for students and families

creating ways to mitigate stress,

continuing mental health supports

enhancing approaches to support social and emotional learning,

establishing contact with newly registered families

facilitating community amongst staff

Curriculum and Instruction

Support teachers in preparing lesson plans that could be delivered through alternate day or
week timetables, where part of a student’s timetable would be in school learning and part
would be remote learning

Support teacher learning via summer PD sessions

Support closing learning gaps
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e Develop sample frameworks to support teachers in organizing and planning a blended format
for students in-class and students at home over the course of a day ®

¢ Develop a backward planning template for teachers to identify the Overall Expectations they
will be reporting on for each subject, each term. This will include opportunities for cross-
curricular integration.

Technology

e C(Creating an at-home learning schedule that incorporates best practice in both synchronous
and asynchronous learning.

¢ |dentifying ways for school-owned devices to download new technologies (once they have left
school).

e Ensuring school safety policies exist including training of digital citizenship for all devices
users, use of student passwords, protection provided by a school firewall, etc.

e Surveying school population to determine what equity and access to technology exists.

e Providing a pick-up line with social distancing for families to pick up devices.

Promoting Catholic Identity in Remote Spaces
¢ Providing opportunities for school-wide Eucharistic celebrations and other prayer services,
involving students in the planning
Creating explicit service activities that can be completed in a virtual community.
Create a plan for both Pastor and Principal to be present and visible
Provide opportunities for faith formation for all staff in a virtual or gathering setting.
Invite parents and families to join in virtual prayer and faith-ife activities.

Key Points to guide local planning from Ministry Guidelines: School Organization and
Timetabling section of Approach to Reopening Schools for the 2020-2021 school year document.

Modified School Day Routines
Prepare to re-open schools under adapted conditions to promote distancing and/or cohorting,
including:

e Maintaining a limit of 15 students in a typical classroom at one time

o Adopting timetabling that would allow, as much as possible, for students to remain in contact
with only their classmates and a single teacher

o Consider requiring alternate day or week delivery to a segment of the class at one time
o Develop arange of timetabling models to support local circumstances

e In Elementary, adapt the delivery of subjects such as French, art, music, and physical education
in order to limit rotating teachers

e Advise schools to encourage students and teachers to remain in their classroom and to move as
a cohort


https://www.ontario.ca/page/approach-reopening-schools-2020-2021-school-year#section-2
https://www.ontario.ca/page/approach-reopening-schools-2020-2021-school-year#section-2
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Remote Delivery:

e Consider ways for students not in class to participate in synchronous learning with their
classmates for a period of the school day

o Consider assigning curriculum linked work to students not in class for a day or days at a time

e Support teachers in preparing lesson plans that could be delivered through alternate day or week
timetables, where part of a student’s timetable would be in school learning and part would be
remote learning

Special Education:

o Offer regular, everyday timetabling in schools that have smaller classes, such as congregated
classrooms for students’ special education needs

* Continue to seek and follow guidance from local public health*

Scheduling Models for In-Class Instruction

OPTION 1: Alternating Weeks, 5 days per week, every other week Cluster Model, 2-3 days per week,
every week

OPTION 2: Alternating Wednesday — Cohort A attends Monday, Tuesday, Cohort B attends Thursday,
Friday and both cohorts alternate Wednesday

Parent Feedback

Parents were provided with the opportunity to provide feedback from July 8-15, 2020 on potential
return to school scenarios. These results are being reviewed and will be used to help guide our final
return to school plans.

A total of 20,038 responses were submitted using the three online forms. A high-level summary is
presented below.

Elementary Student Feedback Form Responses

A total of 13,267 responses were submitted through the Elementary Student Parent Feedback
Form.

Parents and guardians who responded to the Elementary Student Feedback Form were asked to
provide specific feedback on SCENARIO 1 and SCENARIO 2.
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Question - SCENARIO 1

In SCENARIO 1, the conventional school routine would resume. Schools would be open, and ful-time
instruction would take place in classrooms for all students, every day. NOTE: Enhanced public health
protocols would be in place to help ensure student and staff safety and well-being.

If the Ministry of Education directs school boards to implement SCENARIO 1, how likely would you be
to send your child(ren) to school?

Very unlikely,
(1855) 14%
Very likely
(5742) 43%

Neither likely or
unlikely (593) 4%

Likely (2231)
17%

Question - SCENARIO 2

In SCENARIO 2, students would return to a modified school day routine. Classes would be divided
into two groups (cohorts) of up to 15 students, and students would spend some time learning in
school, and some time learning from home. NOTE: in this scenario, the school day could include a
shortened day and/or modified bell times.

If the Ministry of Education directs school boards to implement SCENARIO 2, which of the following
options would you prefer?

e OPTION 1 - my child would attend school with his/her assigned cohort one week and learn
from home the following week.

e OPTION 2 - my child would attend school either 2 or 3 days per week, every week. On the
days they are not at school, they will learn from home.
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OPTION 3

(2024) 16% OPTION 1

(2529) 19%

OPTION 2
(8426) 65%

Other Feedback - Key Themes
Parents were invited to share other feedback in an open-ended question.

The following are the most common themes identified so far.

e Students need to be back in school full time -
- need routine/structure
- social/mental health considerations (Sick Kids document)
- financial burden on families - parents need to get back to work
Childcare concerns with partial reopening scenarios
- difficult to find childcare for these scenarios
- partial return doesn't make sense - on days off school, will be at daycare mingling with
other children anyway
Concerned about my child’s health
- wait to reopen until safe to do so
- How are you going to ensure health protocols - masks, process in place when child has a
cough, etc.
Distance/remote/online learning needs to improve
Children in same family need to be on same schedule

Secondary Student Feedback Form Results

Parents and guardians who responded to the Secondary Student Feedback Form were asked to
provide specific feedback on SCENARIO 1 and SCENARIO 2.

A total of 6,552 responses were submitted through the Secondary Student Parent Feedback Form.
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Question - SCENARIO 1

In SCENARIO 1, the conventional school routine would resume. Schools would be open, and full-time
instruction would take place in classrooms for all students, every day. Enhanced public health
protocols would be in place to help ensure student and staff safety and well-being. NOTE: in this
scenario, the school day could include a shortened day and/or modified bell times.

If the Ministry of Education directs school boards to implement SCENARIO 1, how likely would you be
to send your child(ren) to school?

Not sure at this
time (1521) 21%

Very likely
(2641) 36%

Very unlikely,
(906) 13%

J
Neither likely or Likely (1196)
unlikely (360) 5% 16%

Question - SCENARIO 2

In SCENARIO 2, students would spend some time learning in school within a group (cohort) of up to
15 students, and some time learning from home. At the secondary school level, schedules and
delivery models would need to be modified to limit contact between students outside of their
assigned cohort. We are currently exploring a number of timetabling and delivery approaches that will
allow us to achieve the goals of social distancing and cohorting at the secondary school level. NOTE:
Parents who do not wish to send their children to school should schools re-open, may opt to keep
their children home and have them participate in remote (distance) instruction.

Please indicate your plans for September, if the Ministry of Education directs school boards to
implement SCENARIO 2.
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| would opt to
keep my

children home.
(953) 15%

My children
would
participate in a
adapted
school
schedule.
(5488) 85%

Other Feedback - Key Themes

Parents were invited to share other feedback in an open-ended question
The following are the most common themes identified so far.

. Students need to be back in school full time, every day
- Remote/distance learning did not work for my child
- My child needs structure/routine
- Social/mental health considerations
. Distance/remote learning needs to improve it's going to continue - live (synchronous)
sessions must be mandatory and consistent
. Concerned about my child’s health
- We should wait to reopen until safe to do so
« Children in same family need to be on same schedule

Special Education Feedback Form Results

A total of 219 responses were submitted through the Special Education Parent Feedback Form.



Iltem 10.1 | September Reopening

Question

Where schools have smaller classes, such as congregated classrooms for students with special
education needs, the Ministry of Education is encouraging school boards to offer regular, everyday
timetabling. NOTE: Where these classes involve close physical contact between teachers,
educational assistants and students, guidance will be provided for appropriate use of personal
protection equipment (PPE).

If the Ministry of Education directs school boards to implement either SCENARIO 1 or SCENARIO 2,
how likely would you be to send your child(ren) to school to participate dalily in their self-contained
class with their regular timetable?

Very unlikely,
(22) 10%

Very likely (107)
49%

Neither likely o
unlikely (4) 2%

Likely (35) 16%

Other Feedback - Key Themes

Parents were invited to share other feedback in an open-ended question
The following are the most common themes identified so far.

e My child needs to be back in school everyday
- Routine/structure
- Social/mental health reasons

- Family financial considerations
e (Concerned for my child's health
¢ Regarding distance learning — summer school online teaching should be the model used

A number of draft schedules have been developed in response to both Ministry guidelines and the
feedback received.



Option A — HCDSB Elementary Schedule

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY ALTERNATES THURSDAY FRIDAY
COHORT A IN—SCAHOOL IN-SC'?-|OOL WEE\I/(VEE—KA]-F\;I?IVII(’\)I:I'SECFEOA%LNING REMOTE ﬁEARNING REMOTEE_EARNIN

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY ALTERNATES B B
COHORT B RER/?OTE REMOTE II?EARNING WEEV‘f/ééKstEBMﬁTSECIIqug[\”NG NSEHOO N-SEHEOL

LEARNING
P19:00 - 9:40
P2 9:40 - 10:20
RECESS 10:20 -10:35 RECESS RECESS RECESS RECESS RECESS
P310:35-11:15
P4 11:15 - 11:55
LUNCH 11:55-12:35 LUNCH LUNCH 20 minutes to eat in class LUNCH LUNCH
20 minutes to play outside
supervision staff required for both
P512:35- 1:15
P6 1:15 - 1:55
RECESS 1:55 - 2:10 RECESS RECESS RECESS RECESS RECESS
P7 2:10 - 2:55
Dismissal 2:55
3:00 - 3:30
10

10




Option B — HCDSB Elementary Schedule

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY ALTERNATES THURSDAY FRIDAY

COHORT A IN-SCAI\-|OOL IN-SC'?-|OOL WEE\I/(VEE—KA]-F;SVII('\)I:I'SECFEOAORLNING REMOTE ﬁEARNING REI\/'IA\OTE
LEARNING

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY ALTERNATES B B

COHORT B B B ] IN-SCHOOL IN-SCHOOL
REMOTE LEARNING | REMOTE LEARNING WEEV‘T/ElEKBZR_EBMIﬁTSECII_IEggFING
P19:00 - 9:40
P2 9:40 - 10:20
RECESS 10:20 -10:35 RECESS RECESS RECESS RECESS RECESS
P310:35-11:15
P4 11:15 - 11:55
LUNCH 11:55-12:35 LUNCH LUNCH 20 minutes to eat in class LUNCH LUNCH
20 minutes to play outside
supervision staff required for both
P512:35- 1:15
P6 1:15 - 1:55
RECESS 1:55 - 2:10 RECESS RECESS RECESS RECESS RECESS
P7 2:10 - 2:50
Dismissal 2:50
2:50 - 3:00
11

11




Secondary Schedule

23 days per Teaching Block = 1 Credit

Allows for 2 Cohorts of 15 students for each Class (A and B)

COHORT A

COHORT B

COHORT C

8:30 - 10:00 90 minutes of instruction at School Asynchronous Instruction at Asynchronous Instruction at Home
Home
10:00 - 10:15 Break in classroom
10:15-11:45 90 minutes of instruction at School Asynchronous Instruction at Asynchronous Instruction at Home
Home
11:45-12:25 Teacher Lunch
12:25-1:10 Instruction Online
1:00 - 2:25 Teacher Planning Time/Student Consolidation
Example Weekly Schedule
| Monday ' Tuesday | Wednesday ' Thursday | Friday
Week 1 Cohort A at School; | Cohort A at School; | Cohort A at School; | Cohort B at School; | Cohort B at School;
Cohort B online Cohort B online Cohort B online Cohort A online Cohort A online
learning learning learning learning learning
Week 2 Cohort A at School; Cohort A at School; Cohort B at School; Cohort B at School; Cohort B at School;
Cohort B online Cohort B online Cohort A online Cohort A online Cohort A online
learning learning learning learning learning

Module 1: September 8" — October 8"
Module 2: October 9" — November 11"

Module 3: November 13" — December 16"

Module 4: December 17" — 18", January 4" — February 1




Next steps
The Ministry will be scheduling teleconferences with all boards during the week of July 27, The
focus of these meetings will be to provide a structured presentation on school reopening plans.

The conversation will focus on areas such as:

o Health and Safety (Expectations for cleaning of high touch areas within classrooms by
teachers/staff/students such as desk surfaces, door handles)

¢ Physical Adaptations, (classrooms, hallways, common spaces, outdoor spaces, drop-off
and pick-up, bus drop-offs and pick-ups)

e Timetable Adaptations (bell times, recess and lunch. Bathroom and hand hygiene breaks
etc.)

¢ Students with Special Needs

¢ Mental Health and Well-Being

o PPE and other Supplies (masks, soap, hand sanitizer, cleaning supplies)
e Access to Technology and Broadband

e Outbreak Protocol

Conclusion

The Ministry expects to provide final guidance on school board reopening plans by early August,
which will be based on updated and ongoing public health advice.

Report Prepared & Pat Daly
Submitted by: Director of Education and Secretary of the Board
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Background

The Ministry of Education has indicated that the return to school plan will be finalized
and communicated to school boards by early August, 2020.

In the meantime, HCDSB staff have been planning for three (3) potential scenarios, as
outlined in the Ministry's Approach to Reopening Schools for the 2020-2021 School
Year.

e SCENARIO 1 - Normal (conventional) school day routine with enhanced public
health protocols

e SCENARIO 2 - Modified (adapted) school day routine that may include some
time learning at school in small groups (cohorts), and some time learning from
home.

e SCENARIO 3 - At-home learning with ongoing enhanced remote (distance)
delivery

15
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Our Return to School Planning Committees are currently reviewing a number of
considerations and options for each scenario. To assist with our planning, parents and
guardians with children currently enrolled in an HCDSB school were invited to share
their feedback in one of three online feedback forms.

Feedback

Feedback was gathered through three (3) separate online feedback forms. The links to
the forms were not posted but were sent directly to parents and guardians through
email.

The feedback forms remained open from Wednesday, July 8, 2020 to Wednesday, July
15, 2020. This report provides a summary of the feedback gathered from parents.

Who Responded?
A total of 20, 038 responses were submitted using the three online forms.

Elementary Student Feedback Form Responses
A total of 13, 267 responses were submitted through the Elementary Student Parent
Feedback Form.

Parents/guardians who responded identified having one or more children enrolled in an
HCDSB elementary school in the following grades:

GRADES OF CHIL(DREN) COUNT

Kindergarten 3786
Grade 1 2210
Grade 2 2092
Grade 3 2122
Grade 4 2175
Grade 5 2142
Grade 6 2022
Grade 7 1896
Grade 8 1602

16



Secondary Student Feedback Form Responses
A total of 6552 responses were submitted through the Secondary Student Parent
Feedback Form.

Parents/guardians who responded identified having one or more children enrolled in an
HCDSB secondary school in the following grades:

GRADES OF CHIL(DREN) COUNT

Grade 9 2259
Grade 10 1869
Grade 11 1915
Grade 12 1686

Special Education Feedback Form Responses
A total of 219 responses were submitted through the Special Education Parent
Feedback Form.

Parents/guardians who responded identified having one or more children enrolled in an
HCDSB school in one of the following self-contained Special Education classrooms:

SELF-CONTAINED CLASS  COUNT

Community Living Class 11
Essential Skills Class 21
Life Skills Class 69
Structured Teaching Class 74

Elementary Student Feedback Form Results

Parents and guardians who responded to the Elementary Student Feedback Form were
asked to provide specific feedback on SCENARIO 1 and SCENARIO 2.

Question — SCENARIO 1

In SCENARIO 1, the conventional school routine would resume. Schools would be
open, and full-time instruction would take place in classrooms for all students, every
day. NOTE: Enhanced public health protocols would be in place to help ensure student
and staff safety and well-being.

17



If the Ministry of Education directs school boards to implement SCENARIO 1, how likely
would you be to send your child(ren) to school?

Not sure at this
time (1521) 12%

Very unlikely,
(1855) 14%
Very likely
(5742) 43%

Neither likely or
unlikely (593) 4%

Likely (2231)
17%

Question — SCENARIO 2

In SCENARIO 2, students would return to a modified school day routine. Classes would
be divided into two groups (cohorts) of up to 15 students, and students would spend
some time learning in school, and some time learning from home. NOTE: in this
scenario, the school day could include a shortened day and/or modified bell times.

If the Ministry of Education directs school boards to implement SCENARIO 2, which of
the following options would you prefer?

e OPTION 1 - my child would attend school with his/her assigned cohort one week
and learn from home the following week.

e OPTION 2 - my child would attend school either 2 or 3 days per week, every
week. On the days they are not at school, they will learn from home.

e OPTION 3 - | would opt to keep my child(ren) home and have them participate in
remote (distance) education.

18



OPTION 3

(2024) 16% OPTION 1

(2529) 19%

OPTION 2
(8426) 65%

Other Feedback — Common Themes

Parents were invited to share other feedback in an open-ended question. 5967
comments were submitted.

Click here to view all responses received through the Elementary Student Parent
Feedback Form.

The following are the most common themes identified within the responses.

Students need to be back in school (37%; n=2197)
Many parents expressed the need for students to return to learning at school. The
rationale provided included:

¢ Financial burden on families and parents who need to work (n=547)
¢ children need to be at school for their social/mental health well-being (n=390);
e children/youth need routine and structure (n=81);

Examples:
“Kids need to return full time this coming September.”
“l think the risks of not resuming a normal pre-covid schooling system are greater than

the benefits. Covid is not prevalent in children, and recent research shows that children
are not likely to transmit the virus. Time to bring back some normalcy to our kids!”

19


https://www.hcdsb.org/Board/Accessibility/Documents/Elementary%20-%20Return%20to%20School%20Parent%20Feedback%20Form.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/Board/Accessibility/Documents/Elementary%20-%20Return%20to%20School%20Parent%20Feedback%20Form.pdf

“ would prefer a few full days a week. Having half days or earlier bell times would make
it difficult for me to go to work. I'm a single mum and not working is not an option for me.
However | am able to build my schedule with 3 days off a week and | can manage this
around my child's school days.”

Comments around distance/remote/online learning (20%; n=1167)
A number of responses were focused on remote learning, and the need for
improvements to the distance learning their child(ren) experienced during the school
closure period (April -June, 2020).

Examples:

“Obviously, | would prefer at school learning as having to help with schoolwork during
the day is extremely difficult while still doing our jobs. If at-home learning is a must, |
would suggest the teachers record a lesson and have the students work off of that. We
had 2 different experiences with the 2 grades. 1 teacher adapted to the online learning
very well and the other did not.”

“l would love to see our kids return to school full time. If this does not happen, | believe
actual online "live" classes need to be implemented instead of just sending work for kids
to finish. Working from home and being a teacher is very hard on everyone.”

“Online learning needs to be better. It needs to be more engaging and the teacher
needs to be more involved with interactive lessons/conferencing with the students.
Students who are at risk or have learning difficulties need more attention and more
appropriate planning. Class sizes should be reduced And as a result, more
classes/teachers should be added this year to accommodate the global pandemic. As
working parents, it is just not possible to work from home plus have my own kids do
distance learning successfully. This was very challenging and we did not find it to be
effective. Not all kids are cooperative and willing to learn from home from us. It’s just
not the same effect.”

Concerns around health and safety (17%; n=1005)

A number of the responses received expressed concerns around safety. Within this
theme, the sub-themes were identified:

e (uestions and comments around ensuring health protocols are in place and
enforced (n=529).

e 284 parents/guardians indicated they would wait to send their child back to
school until it was safe to do so (vaccine available, lower COVID numbers, etc.)

20



Examples:

“f the school reopens and children are required to wear a mask, then | would choose to
keep my son at home. I’'m ok for returning to conventional or modified learning as long
as kids don’t need to wear a mask at school.”

“Having some days in school and some days off will pose a challenge for daycare with
my family. | prefer distance learning until there is a vaccine and we can ensure that
covid is not brought home.”

Childcare concerns and questions (8%; n=492)

A number of the responses received expressed concerns around safety. Within this
theme, the sub-themes were identified:

e A number of respondents (n=258) commented that partial return to school would
entail childcare for many families, which would mean children would be mingling,
thereby defeating the purpose of smaller cohorts.

e Some parents and guardians expressed concerns around difficulty in finding
childcare for the adapted scenario. (n=67).

Examples:

“I'm concerned about the increased cleaning (washrooms, lunch rooms, common areas)
and if janitors will be able to keep up. From my own experiences, | recalled school
having 1 full time janitor which won’t be enough for the Fall semester. Also, if students
are expected to stay home on alternate days, their exposure to other people might not
decreased because of babysitter/grandparents/family watching them on their “off” day”

“I don'’t think this is a viable solution for both parents that work. Where would kids be on
days not at school in daycare mingling with other kids? It does not make sense?”

“The Senario 2 would not work for our household as it will create an issue with the
daycare providers for the time my child is not at school.”

Secondary Student Feedback Form Results

Parents and guardians who responded to the Secondary Student Feedback Form were
asked to provide specific feedback on SCENARIO 1 and SCENARIO 2.

Question — SCENARIO 1

In SCENARIO 1, the conventional school routine would resume. Schools would be
open, and full-time instruction would take place in classrooms for all students, every
day. Enhanced public health protocols would be in place to help ensure student and
staff safety and well-being. NOTE: in this scenario, the school day could include a
shortened day and/or modified bell times.
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If the Ministry of Education directs school boards to implement SCENARIO 1, how likely
would you be to send your child(ren) to school?

Not sure at this
time (1521) 21%

Very likely
(2641) 36%

Very unlikely,
(906) 13%

|
Neither likely or Likely (1196)
unlikely (360) 5% 16%

Question — SCENARIO 2

In SCENARIO 2, students would spend some time learning in school within a group
(cohort) of up to 15 students, and some time learning from home. At the secondary
school level, schedules and delivery models would need to be modified to limit contact
between students outside of their assigned cohort. We are currently exploring a number
of timetabling and delivery approaches that will allow us to achieve the goals of social
distancing and cohorting at the secondary school level. NOTE: Parents who do not wish
to send their children to school should schools re-open, may opt to keep their children
home and have them participate in remote (distance) instruction.

Please indicate your plans for September, if the Ministry of Education directs school
boards to implement SCENARIO 2.
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| would opt to
keep my

children home.
(953) 15%

My children
would

participate in a
/ adapted
school
schedule.

(5488) 85%

Other Feedback — Common Themes
Parents were invited to share other feedback in an open-ended question. 2788
comments were submitted.

Click here to view all responses received through the Secondary Student Parent
Feedback Form.

The following are the most common themes identified within the responses.

Students need to be back in school (72%; n=2000)

The majority of the responses submitted expressed the need for students to return to
learning at school. 276 responses indicated a clear preference for a full return to
conventional school setting, while 66 respondents expressed a preferred for a hybrid
(adapted) approach to return to school.

Within this theme, there were a number of sub-themes identified, including:

e my child needs to be in school because he/she does not do well with remote
learning (n=1114);

e children need to be at school for their social/mental health well-being (n=284);

e children/youth need routine and structure (n=51).

10
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Examples:

“Children need to get back to school in person. Please make every effort to get them
back into the classroom!!!”

“The last few months of this past school year demonstrated that it is essential for my
son to work in a classroom/in school setting. An in classroom/school setting provides
learning with peer interaction, collaboration and support.”

“Learning at school is the best way to learn properly, virtual learning does not provide
the quality education that students must acquire.”

Concerns around safety (25%; n=685)

A quarter of the responses received expressed concerns around safety. Within this
theme, there were a number of sub-themes identified, including:

e questions and comments around ensuring health protocols are in place and
enforced (n=370).

e 159 responses indicated they would wait to send their child back to school until it
was safe to do so (vaccine available, lower COVID numbers, etc.)

e Some respondents expressed concern that the student population in their child’s
school is already overpopulated, making social distancing more difficult. (n=30)

e Additional comments (n=20) spoke to perceived challenges with enforcing health
protocols with adolescents.

Examples:

“ have a son with asthma and this is all assuming we continue with current or lower
infection rates in Halton”

“The health of every child should come first and students should not be at school if there
is not a vaccine yet. We need to think of how this virus could potentially spread if the
students are carriers and coming into contact with others in their household, their
extended families, neighborhood and vulnerable people at the school setting.”

Comments around distance/remote/online learning (22%; n=608)

A number of responses were focused on remote learning, with 211 respondents
expressing that there would need to be improvements to the distance learning their
child(ren) experienced during the school closure period (April -June, 2020). More than
half of the comments (n=339) in this theme indicated that live (synchronous) instruction
should be mandatory and consistent across all classes, schools. There were also some
comments and suggestions around platforms and remote learning tools (n=58).

11
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Examples:

“Remote learning needs to be restructured to be more effective. Just reading posts is
not effective. An online connection with teachers and students would help.”

“Please make sure distance learning is improved from what students had from March to
June. They need facetime lessons, information taught in depth just as they would in the
classroom, appropriate assessment and timely feedback. There was a big discrepancy

among high school teachers and it was very disappointing to see.”

“In case of having any distance learning scenario, we are looking forward to have a well
structured program with full content, due dates, with activities and lessons we’ll thought
in order not have gaps between school learning and distance learning.”

Special Education Feedback Form Results

Parents and guardians who responded to the Special Education Feedback Form were asked
the following question:

Question

Where schools have smaller classes, such as congregated classrooms for students with special
education needs, the Ministry of Education is encouraging school boards to offer regular,
everyday timetabling. NOTE: Where these classes involve close physical contact between
teachers, educational assistants and students, guidance will be provided for appropriate use of
personal protection equipment (PPE).

If the Ministry of Education directs school boards to implement either SCENARIO 1 or
SCENARIO 2, how likely would you be to send your child(ren) to school to participate daily in
their self-contained class with their regular timetable?

12
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Very unlikely,
(22) 10%

Very likely (107)
49%

Neither likely o
unlikely (4) 2%

Likely (35) 16%

Other Feedback — Common Themes

Parents were invited to share other feedback in an open-ended question. 94 comments

were submitted.

Click here to view all responses received through the Special Education Parent
Feedback Form.

The following are the common themes identified within the responses.

My child needs to be back in school (47%; n=44)
The vast majority of the responses submitted expressed the need for students in self-
contained special education classes to return to learning at school, citing as rationale:

e Family circumstances — work commitments, financial, etc. (n=13).
e My child needs routine/structure (n=10);
e Children need to be at school for their social/mental health well-being (n=6)

Examples:

“ am hoping that my child gets to resume a regular everyday school schedule. The lack

of routine is very difficult and the ability to find someone to care for our child that
requires 1 to 1 is very difficult as both parents work outside the home.”

“My son with autism and CP needs the routine of daily class and structured learning.
Also, finding and funding care outside of school creates financial hardship for our family


https://www.hcdsb.org/Board/Accessibility/Documents/Spec%20Ed%20-%20Return%20to%20School%20Parent%20Feedback%20Form.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/Board/Accessibility/Documents/Spec%20Ed%20-%20Return%20to%20School%20Parent%20Feedback%20Form.pdf

and is not sustainable. It also impacts his quality of life as social interactions and
participation in the community has become increasingly isolating due to the pandemic
and associated restrictions.”

Concerns for my child’s health and safety (11%; n=10)
Some of the responses submitted expressed concerns around their child’s health and
safety.

Examples:

“Some of the students in the class have underlining Health issues as my son has a
heart condition. How will PEP be used if the students amongst themselves do not
understand to wear a mask? What will the safety protocol be for these special needs
students?”

“Very concerned in regards to our daughter consistently social distancing. Using the
bus, bathrooms, etc.”

Prefer to keep my child in remote learning (10%; n=9)
Some parents indicated a preference for keeping their child at home as the best way to
ensure their health and safety.

Examples:

“Under the present circumstances and with the view that safety is the main priority for
vulnerable students, seems that distance learning is the only way for them of attending
the 2020-2021 school year. Teachers could give parents instructions on how they can
help their children at home.”

“Until there is a vaccine or no more cases come up, | think kids needs to be kept at
home.”

‘Would be scared to send at this time

Too vulnerable.”

14

27



	Agenda
	10.1 10_1 September Reopening.pdf
	Return to Agenda

	10.1 Return to School Planning - Summary of Parent Feedback - FINAL.pdf
	Return to Agenda


