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Good Evening Director Daly, Chair Iantomasi, Trustees, and Superintendents. My name is Kristy 

Dickinson and I am speaking to you tonight as a ratepayer and parent of three children who are in 

grades 3, 5 and 8 in Burlington. I am delegating on behalf of parents who are in favor of the mandatory 

mask policy that was put in place during the August 19th board meeting. I am immunocompromised. I 

live with a rare disease and autoimmune disease that is managed by weekly injections of a drug to 

suppress my immune system. I am one of the medically vulnerable Canadians that the government is 

talking about when they describe who can be most impacted by Covid-19.  

I am not unique. Our Board is made up of thousands of immunocompromised parents, teachers, 

grandparents or medically fragile children. According to Stats Canada, 44% of the Canadian population 

live with a chronic illness and nearly 50% of the Canadian population cares for an aging, ill or disabled 

family member or friend. By putting in place mandatory masking for all students within the Halton 

Catholic District School Board you enable families like mine to be able to send our children back to 

school with an additional layer of protection as well as provide any immunocompromised educators 

with an added layer of safety precautions.  

A lot of us live with what is considered to be an invisible illness. If you saw me walking down the street 

you would have no idea that I do not have a functioning immune system. My advocacy work has 

introduced to me hundreds of medically fragile children who do not look any different to healthy 

children on the outside. Their conditions or diseases are managed with treatment and as long as they 

take additional safety precautions like good hand hygiene and staying away from people who are sick 

they can live relatively normal lives. So perhaps you might be listening to this thinking “this does not 

apply to me or the children in my child’s class”, and I would challenge you to please keep in mind that 

those of us with compromised immune systems aren’t often recognizable. I would argue that everyone 

listening to this meeting tonight knows of or perhaps lives with someone who is considered “medically 

vulnerable”. For all of us, the decision as to whether or not to send our children back to school this fall 

has been agonizing. Trying to balance the mental health needs of our children versus the potential 

negative effects to our physical health should our children be exposed or contract Covid-19 is a lose-lose 

situation. We made the decision to send our children back to school partially because all kids would be 

wearing masks. Given that the physical distancing recommendations made by Sick Kids and the WHO 

cannot be met due to financial constraints, masking our children is the next best precaution. The Bible 

teaches us in Phillippians 2:4 “Do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the 

interests of others” As Catholics is it not our duty to live the values of “you wear your mask to protect 

me and I wear my mask to protect you”?  

I completely appreciate that for an FDK teacher trying to manage 20 3, 4 and 5 year old children’s back 

to school experience as well as navigate this new normal with masking and physical distancing is going 

to be a challenge. I also understand there are parents who are concerned about their child’s ability to 

put on their mask, wear their mask and keep their mask on during the day. I am grateful that the motion 

that was passed clearly states that there will not be punitive measures enforced for those who can’t 

adhere to the policy. This will be a lot of learning on the go for all of our children and I know that 

educators will be spending time teaching our children the various ways to keep themselves and their 

classmates healthy as our country navigates this pandemic. Given that the province passed mandatory 

masking for everyone over the age of 2 back in July, our children have had the last few months to 

understand and participate in wearing a mask when entering into public places so for them, wearing a 

mask when they go to school will be the same as when they go to the grocery store, the mall or any 
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children’s play place like Rock and Jump. They have had the time to adapt to this way of life and school 

will be no exception.  

Parents responded to the return to school survey with the understanding that this policy had been put 

in place and would be in place for the school year. Decisions about sending children to school because of 

the mandatory masking or conversely, keeping children home because of the mandatory masking were 

made and the class lists that are in place today are based on these results. If Trustee Karabela’s motion 

to reverse mandatory masking for children from K-3, who, to my understanding make up 48% of the 

elementary school population, passes, is the expectation that a new return to school survey will be sent 

out for parents to answer and class lists and cohorts will be updated accordingly? Our children have only 

been back in class for 2 days based on the date of this meeting. So would we pause back to school to 

give families time to reconsider if this policy is overturned? The last 6 months have been so fraught with 

daily changes, information updates, procedures and policy changes that have caused everyone involved 

to feel anxiety and fear of the unknown. It has taken months for the Minister of Education and our 

Board to create a return to school plan and our children and educators are finally back in school for the 

first time in 7 months. “Wait and see” decisions are best made when they err on the side of caution. I 

implore Trustees who are deliberating on this motion to consider the lengthy road that everyone has 

taken to get to where we all are today, September 15th, 2020.  

No one knows what the next few months will bring. I am sure we are all praying for a safe return to 

school without Covid-19 outbreaks and for our children to have uninterrupted access to education, 

whether that be online or in person. We know from the World Health Organization and the CDC that 

masks are recommended in situations where physical distancing is not an option – such as in our 

classrooms. Quebec is a good case model for what happens when masks are not mandatory.  On 

September 8, 2020 the Quebec government released a list of Covid-19 cases and outbreaks in schools. 

The province tallied up 70 schools that have at least Covid-19 case, with infections reported between 

August 26 – September 4th 2020 with, according to Quebec’s Education Minister, Jean-Francois Roberge, 

and additional 50 others that are still in the process of being validated. These numbers, of course, need 

to be analyzed with context and I am not sharing to scare parents but to reiterate that we should be 

learning from a lack of precautionary measures to mitigate risks to all students, staff and our 

community. I also feel that we have a duty to do what we can to protect the low rate in Halton, rather 

than using the low rates in Halton as permission to lift precautionary measures. Please, do not overturn 

this motion tonight. Our kids are back in school, wearing their masks. They understand what is required 

to keep them safe and healthy. Overturning the mandatory masking at this late stage is a very risky 

gamble without having insight as to what is going to happen in the coming months. 

Yours in Christ, 

Kristy Dickinson 
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September 8, 2020 

Dear Halton Catholic District School Board Trustees, 

My name is Arina Knorr. I have a child who is starting the Grade 1 French Immersion Program at 
Halton Catholic District School Board (HCDSB). I have a Bachelor’s degree in Education as well 
as a Bachelor’s degree in Occupation and Public Health with 16 years of hands-on experience in 
a field.  

There are 27 Catholic District School Boards in Ontario and only 8 of those school boards passed 
motions requiring all students (in some cases from Grade 1) to wear non-medical masks. I 
would like to present an epidemiological comparative analysis between the Catholic School 
Boards comprising the Central Region which includes the HCDSB.  

From a table provided below (Note #1), out of 8 school boards in the Central Region only 4 
decided to EXCEED the Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Health school reopening 
guidelines. These government guidelines have been approved by the Office of the Ontario Chief 
Medical Officer of Health. From my understanding, Dr. Williams as well as many other health 
professionals, including Dr. Meghani, Halton Region’s Medical Officer of Health recommend but 
don’t mandate non-medical masks for students attending Grade 3 and below.  

As per the table (Note #1), Halton Region has the second LOWEST confirmed number of Covid-
19 cases (985) among all 8 school boards in the Central Region. Only Niagara Region has a lower 
number of confirmed cases (948) compared to Halton Region. However, Halton Region has the 
lowest number of deaths among all school boards. This number currently stands as 25 deaths. 
During an operation (March – July 2020) of emergency day care centres in Halton Region 
opened for children of first responders (doctors, nurses, paramedics, policemen), there were 
ZERO cases of Covid-19 reported among attending children or staff. 

There was no single death reported from Covid-19 among children ≥ 18 years of age in Ontario. 
However, 11 Indigenous children died during the Covid-19 outbreak but not from Covid-19 from 
March 11 – July 16, 2020 while being classified as “in care” of the Ontario Children’s Aid 
Societies (Note #2). This year in British Columbia, 909 deaths from illicit drugs continue to 
eclipse deaths from homicides, suicides, car crashes and Covid-19 combined (Note #3). There 
will be an estimated 225,800 new cancer cases and 83,300 cancer deaths in Canada in 2020 
(Note #4). During the influenza 2018-2019 season in Canada, there were 39,192 laboratory 
confirmed influenza cases with 1,352 pediatric hospitalizations. However, Canadian children 
weren’t required to wear masks last year to minimize influenza transmission (Note #5). All of 
these examples suggest that the Board Trustees need to look beyond Covid-19 when making an 
informed decision affecting the well-being of thousands of Halton Region children and their 
families. 

Halton Region is doing an excellent job in minimizing the risk of Covid-19 transmission among 
its residents. We are now in the Stage 3 of Ontario reopening, which implies a low risk of Covid-
19 transmission within our community. As of writing this letter, there are zero Covid-19 cases in 
our regional hospitals and only 24 active cases recovering at home per 569,940 Halton residents 
(Note #6). I would like the Board Trustees to know and be reassured that I have faith and 
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confidence in our local Health Department. Its workforce has all the capabilities to respond to 
and manage Covid-19 outbreaks within our school system in a timely manner by providing 
professional expertise and leadership. Our hardworking public health professionals have done it 
before and will do it again for our Region. 

I’m asking Board Trustees who voted for mandatory masks for kindergarten to grade 3 students 
to reconsider their decision at this time. Please review risks versus benefits for this age group 
before your voting. As per Dr. Gould, the Associated Medical of Health of York Region (Note #7) 
as well as per the SickKids guidelines (Note #8), the benefits of wearing a mask in this age group 
are limited. However, the risk of contaminating faces and/or masks with viruses, including 
Covid-19 is real. Without parental assistance, it is impossible to ensure safe mask wearing for 
children in this group age for prolonged periods of time. Also, the epidemiological evidence 
suggests that children are unlikely to get very ill from Covid-19 and that in most cases the virus 
transmission happened from adult family members to children and not from kids to adults. 
Handwashing remains the best infection control method for fighting any viruses. 

Please ask yourself a simple question: “Am I a health expert?” 

Please don’t make masks mandatory for young children. Please respect the rights of those 
children, especially ESL /immigrant students to a quality education. Don’t deprive our kids from 
positive social experiences that will foster and ensure positive bonding with their educators and 
classmates. Our children are our future. If we don’t stand for them, they may not be able to 
successfully participate in the 21st century economy. Worse, this young generation may end up 
dependent on  government programs to support and raise their own children. As individuals 
who get compensated by the Ontario and Halton taxpayers, please remember that our children 
and grandchildren will be responsible for paying not only your pensions but other expenditures 
that are necessary to keep Ontario strong and healthy. Help our children to meet this immense 
challenge by showing courage in making tough decisions based on science and not politics. 

I would like to encourage and thank all of you in advance for voting IN FAVOR of making non-
medical masks NON-mandatory for JK-Grade 3 Catholic students in Halton Region. I will pray 
for all Trustees to be guided by our Lord to make decisions from your inner sanctum where the 
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has no power to overcome it. As a Christian, I 
believe in the Last Judgement. Nevertheless, in case of a negative outcome with regards to this 
matter, please be advised that I reserve my right to challenge the Board’s decision in the 
Ontario Court of Justice. 

 

With great respect and warm-heartedness, 

 

Arina Knorr 
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Note #1 

Central Region CDSB Mandatory masks for ALL 
Students 

Epi Situation as of September 7, 2020 

Dufferin-Peel CDSB Yes Peel Region 
Total confirmed cases                       7,338 
Resolved cases….                               6,638 
Deaths                                                      319 
Total cases (≥ 18 years of age)            410 
Deaths (≥ 18 years of age)                      0 
Currently hospitalized                              2 
 

Durham Catholic DSB No Durham Region 
Total confirmed cases                         1,912 
Resolved cases                                     1,699 
Deaths                                                       181 
Total cases (≥ 18 years of age)              106 
Deaths (≥ 18 years of age)                        0 
Currently hospitalized                               0 
 

Halton CDSB Yes Halton Region 
Total confirmed cases                            985 
Resolved cases                                         936 
Deaths                                                         25 
Total cases (≥ 18 years of age)                98 
Deaths (≥ 18 years of age)                        0 
Currently hospitalized                               0 
 

Hamilton-Wentworth 
CDSB 

Yes Hamilton Health Department 
Total confirmed cases                            992 
Resolved cases                                         876 
Deaths                                                         45 
Total cases (≥ 18 years of age)                79 (8%) 
Deaths (≥ 18 years of age)                        0 
Currently hospitalized: 
             St. Joseph – 0 
             Hamilton Health Service – less than 5 
cases. I wasn’t able to find exact numbers on 
current Covid-19 patients 
 

Niagara CDSB No Niagara Region 
Total confirmed cases                             948 
Resolved cases                                         868 
Deaths                                                         64 
Total cases (≥ 18 years of age)                63 
Deaths (≥ 18 years of age)                        0 
Currently hospitalized                               unable 
to find info 
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Central Region CDSB
   

Mandatory masks for ALL 
Students 

Epi Situation as of September 7, 2020 

Simcoe Muskoka CDSB 
 

No Simcoe-Muskoka Health Department 
Total confirmed cases                             1,436 
Resolved cases                                         1,320 
Deaths                                                        74 
Total cases (≥ 18 years of age)                39 
Deaths (≥ 18 years of age)                        0 
Currently hospitalized                               2 
 

Toronto CDSB 
 

Yes Toronto Health Department 
Total confirmed cases                             16,361 
Resolved cases                                          14,720 
Deaths                                                           1,176 
Total cases (≥ 18 years of age)                1,128 
(*) 
Deaths (≥ 18 years of age)                        0 
Currently hospitalized                               0.1% 
(*) 6.8% of all cases 
 

York Catholic DSB No York Region 
Total confirmed cases                             3,563 
Resolved cases                                          3,178 
Deaths                                                           253 
Total cases (≥ 18 years of age)                  179 
Deaths (≥ 18 years of age)                        0 
Currently hospitalized                                1 
 
 
 

 

Note #2 

https://www.aptnnews.ca/national-news/11-indigenous-children-died-in-last-four-months-connected-

to-ontarios-child-welfare-system/ 

Note #3  

https://www.cbc.ca/news/health/drug-overdoses-covid19-1.5605563  

Note #4 

https://www.cancer.ca/en/cancer-information/cancer-101/cancer-statistics-at-a-

glance/?region=on#:~:text=There%20will%20be%20an%20estimated,%2Dmelanoma%20skin%20cancer

%20cases.) 
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Note #5 

https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/phac-aspc/documents/services/publications/diseases-

conditions/fluwatch/annual-reports/2018-2019/FW2018-19_annual-report.pdf  

Note #6 

https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/dp-

pd/prof/details/page.cfm?B1=All&Code1=3524&Code2=35&Data=Count&Geo1=CD&Geo2=PR&Lang=E

&SearchPR=01&SearchText=Halton&SearchType=Begins&TABID=1 

Note #7 (start watching from 32 min) 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/school-reopening/Pages/Virtual-Townhall.aspx 

Note #8 

http://www.sickkids.ca/PDFs/About-SickKids/81407-COVID19-Recommendations-for-School-Reopening-

SickKids.pdf 

 

ONTARIO GOVERNMENT GUIDELINES: 

 

Operational Guidance During Covid-19 Outbreak – Child Care Re-opening 

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/childcare/child-care-re-opening-operational-guidance.pdf 

 

Guide to Reopening Ontario’s Schools 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/guide-reopening-ontarios-schools 
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Requesting a Response and Appropriate Action to the Evidence Presented on September 1st 

 

HCDSB Trustees, 

On September 1st you all listened to over 2 hours of well thought out delegations complete with 

references and research from top medical experts around the world. However, a select number of 

trustees on this Board can somehow just continue to dismiss all of the evidence and continue to base 

their decision to mask students from JK – Gr 3 on their personal beliefs and alternate agendas versus 

cold hard facts.  

 

If you recall when this motion was introduced “Out of Left Field” (as Trustee Derosa commented) by 

Trustee Guzzo on August 19th, there was  

1) Little to no advanced notice of the introduction of the motion 

2) Absolutely zero fact based medical evidence from any professional body such as the CDC, 

WHO or any domestic or international medical organization. Nor did it align to any provincial 

or federal guidelines around the masking of students from JK – Gr 3. Every reason for 

introducing the motion on August 19th was purely anecdotal with not one bit of it rooted in 

fact.  

3) No plan to engage with parents or have a survey completed specific to this matter to 

understand their position prior to the motion being introduced.  

4) A mere 41 minutes of questions and debate on a motion that will impact thousands of 

students personal and mental well being, educational and social development  

5) No implementation guidelines discussed in order to properly deploy this in the “real world” at 

the classroom level 

 

At the September 1st meeting this Board received and heard from an overwhelming number of parents 

in response to the events that transpired at the August 19th meeting for the decision to mask students 

from JK – Gr 3. It is my understanding that this has rarely occurred for motions that have been 

presented in the past. What the public provided the Board on September 1st was nearly all rooted in fact 

and was a stark contrast to what was provided when the original motion was introduced and passed. 

The delegations that were read aloud as well as the numerous letters submitted presented a plethora of 

scientific and medical research, studies, evidence and facts as to why masking these children is a 

misinformed decision that can carry long term consequences. The response from parents and the 

abundance of information that was provided to this Board should have been a clear indication that you 

made the wrong decision.  

I thought to myself after hearing all the delegations; “How could they turn a blind eye to all of this data 

and perspectives from trained professionals” However, I was once again shocked by the lack of interest 

this Board showed and the little time that was spent discussing the facts that were presented. Facts that 
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parents spent their personal time researching, validating and crafting into very compelling 

correspondences. Facts that need to seriously be considered by this Board when they impact the 

youngest individuals in our school system.  One thing I do know for certain is that you heard 100% more 

facts than you heard when Trustee Guzzo introduced this motion on August 19th.  

Upon the completion of my correspondence I would like each Board member who was in favour of the 

August 19th motion to answer all the questions presented below. Whether you each answer them live in 

this meeting or written to me and all the parents who have raised concerns to this Board.  

Parents deserve specific and direct answers to these questions;  

1) On what basis did Trustees vote in favour of the motion to mask students from JK- Gr 3 initially 

on August 19th when no research, support or documentation was provided and it was only 

debated for 41 mins, with no facts provided? 

2) How can you accept the approach by which this motion was introduced, supported, debated 

and passed was acceptable?  

3) How can the majority of you consciously turn a blind eye to over 2 hours of facts, research and 

advice from medical experts that were presented by delegates at the September 1st meeting?  

4) How are you not compelled to table a vote to repeal this motion and reconsider your position 

on the matter given all the facts presented on September 1st versus no facts presented when 

this was tabled on August 19th?  

5) How can you not even entertain a motion to poll the parents (who elected you to office) on this 

matter, which was not done, or even thought of, prior to the motion being introduced?   

 

The concerned parents who delegated on September 1st clearly provided their research and facts and 

invested a great deal of time in doing so. I would appreciate that Trustees took the same amount of time 

and effort and share the studies, reports, and evidence written by medical professionals that they used 

to inform their decision to support mandatory masking of students JK – Gr 3. 

I would be hard pressed to believe that any of you have compiled as much evidence to support your 

motion compared to what you heard from parents opposing the motion during the September 1st 

delegations. 

 

I would now like to comment on the fact that this rushed change to the provincially recommended 

approach to masking has absolutely no execution plans when it comes to the implementation of this 

mandate at the classroom level. I can make this statement as I just completed my introductory phone 

call with my child’s JK teachers on Tuesday Sep 8th prior to when she goes to school for the first time on 

Friday September 11th.  I asked both of my child’s educators several of the questions I asked this Board 

and the Director at the meeting on September 1st, to understand how they were going to administer this 

new protocol. Questions such as; What is the number and length of mask breaks? Where are masks 

stored and placed when not in use? What are the consequences if a child refuses to wear a mask? How 

does one apply for an exemption? What circumstances is the exemption list is inclusive of? How are you 

dealing with children who have anaphylaxis allergies and the teacher’s ability to identify a reaction? 
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How will teachers mandate/enforce this policy in the event of parents or student’s unwillingness to 

comply?  

There are many more questions that parents have in addition to those. The unfortunate part is that the 

educators could not answer one of my questions, and my daughter is going to school in less than 3 days.  

Some of these questions were posed at the prior meeting as well at the meeting on August 19th by both 

trustees and parents. During the introduction of the motion on August 19th, Director Daly, stated “The 

motion as written is pretty clear on what the intent is. I would argue that is sufficient and I don’t think 

we need to add into the motion specific directions to teachers at the classroom level as to how they 

would administer a particular policy, that would be something we do through senior staff. I think the 

spirit and intent of the motion is pretty clear”  

While the spirit of this motion (with no medical facts) may have been clear (which is debatable), the 

administration and deployment of this mandate is a complete disaster with practically no guidance 

provided to the parents or teachers as of the writing of this document. On top of everything else you 

have burdened teachers with this year; from enforcing physical distancing, to sanitization, to class 

cohorts, and a number of other protocols, this Board just threw another curve ball at teachers. School 

administrators have just left teachers “to figure it out” as I expected and as I stated in my previous 

correspondence. My discussion with the teachers proves this.  

I honestly felt sorry for the position this Board, the Director, and the Senior School Board staff have put 

the teachers in. Every single question I asked them, they had to tell me they would “take it away to get 

an answer”.  I sympathized with them and articulated to both of my child’s teachers that this was not 

their fault and I’m not surprised they don’t have all the answers.  

I would have expected some sort of execution plan and guidelines be demanded from this Board of 

Directors with a clear plan of attack that the Director and Senior staff would deploy to frontline 

teachers. But I guess having a well thought out implementation plan wasn’t as important as rushing to 

get this mandatory masking motion passed.  

 

It has become clear to me that the reluctancy of this Board to entertain a motion to repeal the JK – Gr 3 

masking mandate is rooted in the members who supported this change not wanting to be exposed for 

the lack of thought, research, and engagement of the parents that should have been required with a 

change of this magnitude.   

It would be interesting if the individuals who have sent delegations and correspondences were to 

engage media channels to shine a light on the process by which this Board goes about making decisions.  

Decisions that should be made based on facts of what we know versus what certain trustees “think”. 

Decisions that should be made through consultation with parents and the constituents of elected 

officials. Decisions that impact the health, development and mental well being of our children. 

I suspect if the broader public at large was to be made aware of this, more people like myself would take 

a greater interest in this lackadaisical approach to policy making and front-line implementation. When I 

hear a trustee tell the Board members that “I apologize for the spelling and grammar errors, I did it quite 
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quickly”; it is a clear indication that tax paying parents should expect more rigour in the decision making 

process from their Board of elected officials.   

I ask this Board to take more rigour, read and understand the facts that have been presented, and use 

them to inform the decision to both introduce and pass a motion to repeal the mandatory masking 

motion for kids in JK – Grade 3.   

M. Fabiano 
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Hello, my name is Steven Rodriguez.  I am delegating once again on the matter of mandatory masks for 
children in grades JK through 3. 
 
It was difficult for me to compose this letter, having been told that the subject matter must be substantially 
different from my previous delegation.  This seems almost impossible as we are back where we left off on 
essentially the same issue.  What makes this particularly difficult, is how I am feeling.  During the meeting of 
September 1st, myself and several other parents spoke directly to the trustees and others had letters read 
which they prepared.  After providing what was seemingly a convincing argument, our voices were dismissed 
by a quick 5 minute vote.  The response to the delegations was to accept them as information.  I find it very 
hard to accept that all the trustees made a conscious effort to read our letters prior to the meeting.  These 
letters contained links to irrefutable science based facts which supported everything we said.  I am not alone 
when I say that we, the parents who wrote and delegated feel that we were not given a real and honest 
consideration.  It felt very much that some trustees were close minded, having already made their decision 
before we even spoke.  In addition, myself and other delegators felt attacked with pointed and non-relevant 
questions during what was supposed to be a time for clarification after we read our scripts.  I understand this is 
a heated issue but we, the delegators, all remained cool and calm, answering to the best of our abilities yet the 
attacks continued until finally overruled by the chair.  This really speaks to how heated and charged this issue 
is.  I am therefore grateful that the trustees voted in favor of seeking parliamentary assistance.   
 
I will now speak about what has changed since September 1st. 
 
Myself and others have repeatedly tried to speak directly with Dr. Meghani.  For the past two weeks, our 
attempts to do so have been completely stonewalled.  The only correspondence we received were generic 
canned responses which echoed what Dr. Meghani stated in her webinar that Halton Public Health only 
consults with the school boards and does not make decisions.  When pressed asking specifically “Did Dr. 
Meghani recommend to the HCDSB or support their decision to mandate masking for JK-3”, the responses 
stopped coming and it was radio silence.  Additionally, there is no publically visible documentation of the 
details of this meeting.  I have therefore proceeded to request the details of this meeting through the “Freedom 
of Information Act”.  At the time of this writing, I am waiting to hear back from Mark Grysiuk who as I 
understand is the privacy officer for the HCDSB.  I want to know when this meeting occurred, in what format it 
took place, who participated and what was said.  Should we find this formal meeting never actually occurred it 
could bring serious consequences. 
 
https://www.ontario.ca/page/how-make-freedom-information-request 
 
It is my opinion that the trustees exceeded their authority when voting to mandate the masks on August 19th.  
For example, in the HDSB, the superintendent of education made their policy after speaking to Halton 
Public Health.  (see link below) 
 
54:35 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KUiBJKSvNSw 
 
By contrast, the HCDSB trustees made the decision before speaking to Halton Public Health. 
 
The Peel and Toronto school boards also had their masking policies set by senior staff and not by the trustees. 
My main point here is that a subject which directly impacts the health of thousands of students should not be 
decided based on a majority vote of just 8 trustees.  We are not talking about uniforms here, this is a serious 
matter and a health issue that directly impacts our children.  This needed parent consultation and Trustee 
DeRosa’s motion to that effect was voted down. 
 
Trustee Duarte made the statement that parents were aware that masks would be required for all grades and 
84% decided anyway to send their children back to school.  I have some issues with this statement.  First, this 
decision was made under duress.  What choice did parents who could not feasibly opt for remote learning 
really have with the school year quickly approaching?  Many parents made the decision to send their children 
back after hearing the provincial recommendations.  There was very little time for parents to react after the 
August 19th motion passed which was essentially a bait and switch.  Would you want to be forced to make a 
“rock and a hard place” decision that impacts your child and likely your career with so little time? 
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Trustee Duarte also indicated that there was a poll in which parent could indicate their reasons for keeping 
their children out of in school learning,  In the elementary level there were 3500 responses. It is VERY 
important to note that this question was NOT asked for parents opting to send their children back to school.  
This does not make sense, as these children would be the ones directly impacted by having to wear masks, 
not the children in remote learning.  If this survey had simply asked those parents if they felt comfortable 
having their child wear a mask, this may have turned out quite differently. 
 
The #1 response in this survey from parents who opted for remotely learning was that they were concerned it 
would be difficult to keep a safe distance due to class sizes.  I would like to point out that the trustees recently 
passed a motion limiting class sizes to 25, targeting 22 as ideal.  It is also important to note this was not a 
question available to those parents who opted for back to school instruction. 
 
I understand that school has already started and that the masking policy is in place, but the school year is long 
and the argument that there isn’t enough time to amend or change this policy now is invalid.  Parents need to 
be consulted and given the opportunity to make their own choices in matters that affect the health of their 
children.  We as their primary caregivers know what is best for them and have the right to decide on issues 
which directly impact their health.  I will remind everyone that I am not saying that all JK-3 children should not 
wear masks.  I am saying that parents need to be the ones to choose.  Parents who wish their children to 
wears masks are free to do so and I am only asking that parents who do not wish it be given the freedom to 
choose so. 
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Subject: Opposing mandatory masks for JK to Grade 3 
students. 
 
My name is Paul Haddaden, the father of a 4-year-old girl just starting at a Catholic 
School in Burlington.  
 
As per the abovementioned subject, I would like to convey the following messages to 
the board and ask a group of them Five Questions regarding the motion 
mandating mandatory masks for JK to Grade 3 students.  
 

I won't be long, and I won’t be presenting any evidence to convince anyone that kids 
grade 3 and younger should have their own choice to wear a mask or not. Evidence has 
been brought forward and presented on an earlier session by many parents. Apparently, 
it means little to nothing, especially to those supporting the mandate of masking kids.  
 
Just to remind you all of two historical lessons:  
 
1. What's legal isn't always right and won't make it right if the foundation is corrupt.  
2. What's popular isn't always good and won't be good if the foundation is fear. 
 
I do not need to present examples or evidence to support above statements either, 
since it's of little to no relevance, especially to those supporting the mandate of masking 
kids. 
 
On the contrary, the responsibility to present evidence is on those forcing every kid to 
cover their face. You, board members, should present your case. You must convince us 
that you have done your work and up to our standards if not higher. Therefore, if you 
have the courage and the humility to carry the burden of this responsibility, then you 
won’t hesitate to answer the following questions, at least to yourself, I am not here to 
embarrass you but to bring awareness.  
 
So, my Five Questions to all members supporting the mandate of masking kids are as 
follows: 
 
 
1. Since you're supposed to be serving the interest of kids and parents alike with 
evidence-based policies, what evidence have you found so compelling supporting your 
vote? 
 
 
2. How would you describe the influence of the policies and practices of others around 
you on your own vote? 
 
 
3. Which consequences are more concerning to you, looking bad and loosing popularity 
or not doing the right thing? How is this related to your answer to question 1? 
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4. Did you do your own due diligence relating to this matter or have you mostly relied on 
what was presented or pushed onto you? What was the conclusion, really? 
 
 
5. What kind of evidence are you looking for to change your vote, if ever?  
 
 
I appreciate your patience reaching to the end of the five questions, but when your vote 
is influencing the lives and future of generations, this is what becomes expected of each 
of you to answer. It is not a courtesy. 
 
 
Stewardship has never been harder than these days.  
 
For your pleasure reading, please check below link http://www.sickkids.ca/PDFs/About-
SickKids/81407-COVID19-Recommendations-for-School-Reopening-SickKids.pdf.  

 
 
Peace, 
 
 
Paul 
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Dear HCDSB Trustees, 

Hi, my name is Nicole Deveau and I am the mother of a grade 3 student at a Halton Catholic 

school in Oakville. Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to talk this evening about why I 

believe it is in the best interests of our children to rescind the mask mandate, specifically for K-

3, as the power to do so is in your hands. 

During last week’s board meeting, I listened to a number of delegates put forward compelling 

evidence to rescind the mask mandate. For example, we heard about the recommendations 

from the COVID-19 Guidance for School Reopening authored by at least 30 pediatric and 

infectious diseases specialists in Ontario with 80 references listed. The full document was 

included in the board package. Specifically on page 12, 1st column, 2nd bullet: “When 

transmission in the community is low, the use of NMMs throughout the entire school day 

should not be mandatory for elementary, middle or high school students returning to school. 

But, NMM use should always be respected if a student chooses to wear one.” The 3rd bullet 

states “Given the current epidemiology, the use of NMMs is not recommended for elementary 

school students.” 

References were also provided to support that masking is not effective in preventing 
transmission of Covid-19 in the general public setting and a randomized controlled trial 
indicating the penetration of particles in cloth masks was almost 97%. I’ve included below a few 
additional references regarding the particle size and the filtering capacity of masks. For 
example, from Mask Facts by the American Association of Physicians and Surgeons “All of the 
cloth masks and materials had near zero efficiency at 0.3 µm, a particle size that easily 
penetrates into the lungs.” They also state “A COVID-19 (SARS-CoV-2) particle is 0.125 
micrometers (μm)”. This includes their citation to the direct references. I have also included 
“Masks Don’t Work: A review of science relevant to COVID-19 social policy.” Even currently on 
the Government of Canada website about Non-medical masks and face coverings it states 
about homemade (non medical) masks: “These types of masks may not be effective in blocking 
virus particles that may be transmitted by coughing, sneezing or certain medical procedures. 
They do not provide complete protection from virus particles because of a potential loose fit 
and the materials used.” 

What should be concerning is what are the potential health risks to the wearer from wearing a 
mask? There is evidence to suggest that by wearing a mask, exhaled viruses are being breathed 
back in “Newer evidence suggests that in some cases the virus can enter the brain. In most 
instances it enters the brain by way of the olfactory nerves (smell nerves), which connect 
directly with the area of the brain dealing with recent memory and memory consolidation. By 
wearing a mask, the exhaled viruses will not be able to escape and will concentrate in the nasal 
passages, enter the olfactory nerves and travel into the brain.” There is also evidence to 
indicate that wearing a face mask can cause headaches and reduce oxygen levels. A recent 
study of healthcare workers wearing masks and PPE in Singapore during the COVID-19 outbreak 
indicated that approximately 81% developed headaches. Wearing a mask can result in a drop in 
oxygen levels (hypoxia), which is associated with an impairment in immunity and thus 
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increasing the risk of infections. In May, it was reported that two schoolboys in China collapsed 
and suddenly died within a week of each other, both were participating in a gym class while 
wearing a mask. 

When thinking about it logically, for optimum health through a variety of mechanisms, our 
bodies are meant to inhale oxygen and exhale carbon dioxide and toxins. So does it not make 
sense even without examining the science that something that up against your nose and mouth 
is going to interfere with this important function? Does it also not make sense that the longer a 
mask is worn, the more the risk of negative health effects increases? 

If there is adequate science from at least a decade of studies indicating the lack of efficacy with 
masks and we know the filtration capacity of different types of masks along with the size of the 
COVID-19 virus particle, along with potential health risks with continued mask use, what has 
changed dramatically in the past few months? Towards the beginning of the lockdown and even 
as late as May, the WHO, Dr. Anthony Fauci and also Dr. Theresa Tam were saying that face 
masks might provide piece of mind but are not necessary for the general public. Fauci said 
“they do not offer the perfect protection people think they do”. Even Tam said that if we’re not 
sick or around someone who is sick, we don’t need to wear a mask.  

In July, Canadian constitutional lawyer, Rocco Galati, on behalf of Vaccine Choice Canada, Denis 
Rancourt, PhD and about 6 other plaintiffs, launched a lawsuit against the Government of 
Canada, Government of Ontario, Municipality of Metro Toronto, public health officials including 
Dr. Theresa Tam and the CBC. The lawsuit is in regards to persistent violations of Canadian’s 
constitutional rights by those governments in response to COVID-19. In particular section 1d) 
that COVID measures violates certain sections of the charter, one of the measures being the 
compulsory wearing of face masks in that the measures are not i) scientifically nor medically 
based nor proven to be effective whatsoever; ii) pose physical and psychological harm and iii) 
are extreme, unwarranted and unjustified. Government and public health officials need to be 
held accountable to provide evidence-based benefits and mitigation of health risks for 
implementing such broad based policies such as mask mandates. 

In conclusion, I would like to again point out that at the last board meeting, delegates put forth 
a number of sources and evidence to dispute the mask policy. What I noticed was that those 
letters in favour of the mask policy did not provide evidence. These were primarily based on the 
idea that the masks will keep us safe and on feeling that’s safer rather than provide the 
evidence to back up this claim. The evidence shows a lack of efficacy and that there could be 
potential health risks. Why take this risk and especially for the younger kids where wearing the 
mask could increase the risk not to mention the issues getting them to wear them. If parents 
want to send their kids with masks, let that be their choice if it makes them feel safer. But a 
decision to mask all kids should be evidence based and not feelings of safety and fear.  

Based on the evidence I have provided here and considering previous delegations I respectfully 
ask the board to rescind the mask mandate for K-3, in the best interests of our children. 
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Thank you, 

Nicole Deveau 

 
References regarding efficacy of masks and particle size: 

1. American Association of Physicians and Surgeons. Mask Facts. June 1, 2020. 

https://aapsonline.org/mask-facts/ 

2. Zhu, Na, et al. (2020). “A Novel Coronavirus from Patients with Pneumonia in China, 2019” N 

Engl J Med 2020; 382:727-733. https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/nejmoa2001017 

3. Balazy, Anna, et al. (2006). “Do N95 respirators provide 95% protection level against airborne 

viruses, and how adequate are surgical masks?” Am J Infect Control. 2006 Mar;34(2):51-7. 

4. Shakya, Kabindra M, et al. “Evaluating the efficacy of cloth facemasks in reducing particulate 

matter exposure.” J Expo Sci Environ Epidemiol. 2017;27(3):352-357. 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/27531371/ 

References summarizing research on either mask efficacy and/or health risks: 

5. Conclusion regarding masks: They do not work. Dr. Sherri Tenpenny. https://vaxxter.com/wp-

content/uploads/2020/07/Masks-Final.pdf 

6. Masks Don’t Work: A review of science relevant to COVID-19 social policy. D.G. Rancourt. 

Ontario Civil Liberties Association. https://covidinfos.net/wp-

content/uploads/2020/05/MasksDon-twork-4.pdf 

7. Children’s Health Defense: The Risks vs. Benefits of Face Masks – Is there an agenda? Dr. Alan 

Palmer. https://childrenshealthdefense.org/news/the-risks-vs-benefits-of-face-masks-is-there-

an-agenda/ 

8. Wearing a mask can harm your health. Jennifer Margulis, PhD. 

https://jennifermargulis.net/wearing-mask-can-harm-your-health/ 

 

Quotation “Newer evidence…into the brain.” taken from Children’s Health Defense but original source: 

9. Blaylock: Face masks pose serious risk to the healthy. Russell Blaylock, MD. May 2020. 

https://www.technocracy.news/blaylock-face-masks-pose-serious-risks-to-the-healthy/ 

 

Potential health risks discussed: 

10. Baig AM et al. Evidence of the COVID-19 virus targeting the CNS: Tissue distribution, host-virus 

interaction, and proposed neurotropic mechanisms. ACS Chem Neurosci 2020;11:7:995-998.  
11. Ong JJY et al. Headaches associated with personal protective equipment- A cross sectional study 

among frontline healthcare workers during COVID-19. Headache 2020;60(5):864-877. 

12. Shehade H et al. Cutting edge: Hypoxia-Inducible Factor-1 negatively regulates Th1 function. J 

Immunol 2015;195:1372-1376. 
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chinese-boys-die-face-masks-gym-class-20200507-ruyinz7czjbqde3tprx647q3dm-story.html 

Other: 

14. Fauci Says No Masks. Youtube. May 10, 2020. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p6pEcgDmEUk&app=desktop 

15. Canada’s top doctor says wearing a mask is not recommended: 

https://www.mylethbridgenews.com/8351/canadas-top-doctor-says-wearing-a-mask-is-not-

recommended/ 

16. Vaccine Choice of Canada Statement of Claim: https://vaccinechoicecanada.com/wp-

content/uploads/vcc-statement-of-claim-2020-redacted.pdf 

17. Interview with Rocci Galati re: lawsuit against Canadian and Ontario governments: 

https://www.bitchute.com/video/7xjoNdGmQ5PL/ 
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Good evening Director Daly, Chair Iantomasi, trustees and superintendents. Thank you for giving me the 
opportunity to delegate to you all this evening. 
 
This delegation was prepared by two parents of children in the HCDSB. My name is Julie Craddock, and I use 
evidence-based practices to develop, implement and evaluate new technologies and processes as a seasoned 
law enforcement officer in Halton. I worked on this delegation with Dr. Laura Keating, who holds a PhD in 
neuroscience, has 20 years’ experience collecting, analyzing and publishing medical science data.  
 
First of all, I would like to thank the board staff and trustees, as well as administrators, teachers and all school 
staff, for all of your hard work getting our kids back to school. We are truly thrilled to be feeling a little bit of 
normalcy after the last 6 months. 
 
I realize there have been some difficult decisions, and it is impossible in this complex situation to please all 
parents. Ensuring the safety of our children and school staff is no easy task, and we appreciate the efforts and 
decisions to date. To that end, we are aware that a small group of parents are trying to overturn the masking 
policy, and we are here tonight to clarify some of the science that has been used in support of this effort. We 
also want to raise awareness with the board and trustees that many parents are informed across the spectrum 
of medical evidence to date, and with this knowledge, we support the mandate for masking of children in our 
schools.  
 
I want to start by addressing some of the common claims that have been used to advocate for getting rid of 
masks. One common claim is that there is no scientific evidence to support the use of masking to prevent 
transmission or infection of SARS-CoV-2 in healthy, asymptomatic people in a general public setting.  
In fact, there is emerging evidence suggesting that cloth masks may be quite effective. A recently published 
article states: “By analyzing the trend and mitigation measures in Wuhan, China, Italy, and New York City, from 
January 23 to May 9, 2020, we illustrate that the impacts of mitigation measures are discernable from the 
trends of the pandemic. Our analysis reveals that the difference with and without mandated face covering 
represents the determinant in shaping the pandemic trends in the three epicenters. This protective measure 
alone significantly reduced the number of infections, that is, by over 78,000 in Italy from April 6 to May 9 and 
over 66,000 in New York City from April 17 to May 9. Other mitigation measures, such as social distancing 
implemented in the United States, are insufficient by themselves in protecting the public. We conclude that 
wearing of face masks in public corresponds to the most effective means to prevent interhuman transmission, 
and this inexpensive practice, in conjunction with simultaneous social distancing, quarantine, and contact 
tracing, represents the most likely fighting opportunity to stop the COVID-19 pandemic. Our work also highlights 
the fact that sound science is essential in decision-making for the current and future public health pandemics.”1  
There are other recent studies supporting the effectiveness of cloth masks in reducing transmission as well.2,3 

Public health groups have also been quoted, including Sick Kids and the WHO, as support that masks should not 
be used in children under the age of 10. However, these delegations have cherry-picked statements to support 
their personal beliefs. These guidelines are meant to be taken as a whole, not to pick out sentences in isolation. 
Regarding the WHO and UNICEF statements that “children 5 years and younger should not be required to wear 
masks…”, an additional statement advises that the use of masks for children aged 6-11 should be based on 
multiple factors, including in: “specific settings and interactions the child has with other people who are at high 
risk of developing serious illness, such as the elderly and those with other underlying health conditions.”4 
Although children are at much lower risk of being infected or transmitting covid, this does not mean they are at 
zero risk. Covid-19 is a community issue, and demands a community response. This means that curbing 
transmission in the classroom should be considered an essential part of the community response to managing 
this illness, to protect those who are vulnerable to this disease, including the elderly and immunocompromised 
friends and family members in our lives. Further, the CDC advocates masks in children older than the age of 2, in 
settings where physical distancing is not possible: “Children 2 years and older should wear a mask over their 
nose and mouth when in public settings where it’s difficult to practice social distancing. This is an additional 
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public health measure people should take to reduce the spread of COVID-19 in addition to (not instead of) the 
other everyday preventive actions listed above [physical distancing, good hygiene and avoiding people who are 
symptomatic.”5 The RNAO also advocates for masks in schools: “Masks must be mandatory for all students in 
schools. We know children as young as three years of age can be taught to wear a mask and do this consistently 
over a period of time.”6  

In one delegation, we heard that “…children do not carry SARS-COV-2 to others and infect them…”. It is critically 
important to recognize that this statement is NOT supported by science. The data does support that children are 
less likely to infect others, but this is not the same as stating that children do not transmit covid at all, and is a 
very misleading statement. Studies have reported transmission rates of between 5-10% from children to 
adults.7,8 Though numbers are low, and therefore should provide comfort for parents and administrators on the 
risk of transmission among school children, these studies do not support sweeping statements suggesting there 
is zero risk of transmission from children. Further, this data is based on children who tested positive for covid – 
there remains a paucity of knowledge around the transmission rates in children who are asymptomatic. To this 
point, the CDC claims the following: “It is unclear whether children are as susceptible to infection by SARS-CoV-2 
compared with adults and whether they can transmit the virus as effectively as adults. Recent evidence suggests 
that children likely have the same or higher viral loads in their nasopharynx compared with adults and that 
children can spread the virus effectively in households and camp settings.”5 
 
There has been a claim that the WHO confirmed that asymptomatic spread of COVID-19 is rare. On the WHO 
website, we found the following statement: “Yes, infected people can transmit the virus both when they have 
symptoms and when they don’t have symptoms. This is why it is important that all people who are infected are 
identified by testing, isolated, and, depending on the severity of their disease, receive medical care.  Even 
people confirmed to have COVID-19 but who do not have symptoms should be isolated to limit their contact 
with others...This is why it is always important to stay at least 1 metre from others, cover your mouth when you 
cough or sneeze with a bent elbow or tissue, clean hands regularly, and stay home if you become unwell or if 
asked. In areas where there is widespread transmission, it is also important that people wear a fabric mask 
where physical distancing and other control measures cannot be implemented.”9 Further, in an article dated 
June 9, the comment about asymptomatic spread was clarified, due to backlash from the medical community: 
“A top World Health Organization official clarified on Tuesday that scientists have not determined yet how 
frequently people with asymptomatic cases of Covid-19 pass the disease on to others, a day after suggesting 
that such spread is “very rare.” The clarification comes after the WHO’s original comments incited strong 
pushback from outside public health experts, who suggested the agency had erred, or at least 
miscommunicated, when it said people who didn’t show symptoms were unlikely to spread the virus. Maria Van 
Kerkhove, the WHO’s technical lead on the Covid-19 pandemic, made it very clear Tuesday that the actual rates 
of asymptomatic transmission aren’t yet known.”10 It is important to keep in mind that the reason for wearing 
masks is to minimize transmission, to limit community spread, not solely to minimize the risks for children. 
 
There have been claims that requiring masks is a violation of human rights of children. The counter point to this 
claim is that the human rights of children and their families who are immunocompromised are threatened if 
masks are not adopted across the board. The factors in this situation are complex – and it is unlikely that a single 
solution will be found that does not infringe on the rights of some members of our community. The goal should 
therefore be to mitigate risk to as many people as possible. Further, evidence suggests that most Ontario 
parents support the use of masking in school as a preventive measure: 72% in a recent survey by the Leger 
group.11  
 
Data from other countries suggests that covid cases will rise when children return to school. It is important to 
continue to be vigilant and do everything we can to minimize the spread, so we can keep our kids in school, 
where they need to be. Masking is a simple, cost-effective way to control the spread, and protect the 
vulnerable, as noted in this recent publication on community risks: “Our findings indicate that COVID-19 is not 
just dangerous for the elderly and infirm but also for healthy middle-aged adults, for whom the fatality rate is 
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more than 50 times greater than the risk of dying in an automobile accident. Consequently, the overall 
[infection fatality rate] for a given location is intrinsically linked to the age-specific pattern of infections. In a 
scenario where the U.S. infection rate reaches 20 percent, our analysis indicates that protecting vulnerable age 
groups could prevent more than 200,000 deaths.”12 
 
We hope that the information shared tonight provides some clarity around the data that has been published to 
date. What the experts know is evolving over time, as more and more data is being analyzed. Transmission of 
covid from children to people in our community who are at high risk for serious complications is possible, even if 
children are at very low risk of serious complications themselves. So in closing,  

1) Children can transmit covid to adults  
2) Covid rates will rise now that children are back to school 
3) It is everyone’s responsibility to protect the vulnerable in our communities – schools are part of our 

communities and should do their part to mitigate spread 
4) Masks are a cost effective and easy solution to help mitigate the spread of source infections, especially 

in children where symptoms may be mild or not detectable  
5) A lot of work has gone into getting kids back to school – we want to keep them there! If cases start to 

rise, and we are forced into another lockdown, we are back to social isolation, online learning, and 
worrying about increasing rates of anxiety and depression.  

 
Let’s work together to keep our communities safe. If changes are to be made, let them be considered after kids 
have been back to school for at least a month, so we can make informed decisions, not emotional ones. 
 
Thank you for listening. 
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Category Type
Opening 

Balance
Revenue Expenses

Ending 

Balance

Opening 

Balance**
Revenue Expenses

Ending 

Balance

Administration $824,547 $1,420,027 $1,533,903 $710,671 $805,387 $932,408 $1,022,747 $715,048

Athletics $174,829 $1,348,790 $1,391,365 $132,254 $196,371 $1,007,129 $1,039,890 $163,610

Clubs $25,204 $121,357 $146,784 ($224) $20,302 $67,968 $75,564 $12,706

Activity Fees $656,038 $983,307 $879,243 $760,101 $706,511 $760,013 $559,056 $907,468

Commissions $119,731 $289,330 $203,300 $205,761 $142,238 $172,939 $157,959 $157,218

Culture of Life $2,476 $18,828 $20,606 $698 $3,361 $2,010 $2,751 $2,620

Departments $173,525 $716,521 $767,488 $122,559 $197,359 $360,439 $416,008 $141,791

External Charities $63,382 $279,599 $275,664 $67,316 $44,409 $260,112 $228,821 $75,701

Field Trips/Excursions $102,963 $2,353,163 $2,346,729 $109,397 $111,703 $1,008,391 $1,164,777 ($44,683) ***

Halton Food for Thought $72,759 $268,184 $312,385 $28,558 $67,530 $200,691 $194,190 $74,031

I.B. Programme $238,286 $163,916 $158,621 $243,581 $243,111 $119,727 $117,944 $244,893

Other $299,272 $590,706 $681,641 $208,337 $279,698 $487,164 $456,556 $310,306

School Council $65,181 $73,475 $29,111 $109,545 $70,230 $41,430 $29,410 $82,250

School Fundraising $443,231 $3,358,387 $3,108,097 $693,521 $420,286 $2,289,358 $1,981,131 $728,512

Special Events $130,436 $877,026 $962,502 $44,960 $128,540 $275,421 $461,496 ($57,535) ***

Student Activities and Resources $115,717 $60,940 $67,888 $108,769 $108,769 $62,675 $38,693 $132,751

Total: $3,507,576 $12,923,555 $12,885,327 $3,545,804 $3,545,804 $8,047,875 $7,946,993 $3,646,686

Notes

* The 2019-20 balances are draft until the year end audit has been completed. 

** The 2019-20 opening balances by category may not align to the 2018-19 ending balances due to transfers between categories. 

The budget for each of the 2018-19 and 2019-20 School Years was $13,000,000.

Category Type

Administration

Athletics

Clubs

Activity Fees

Commissions

Culture of Life

Departments

External Charities

Field Trips/Excursions

Halton Food for Thought

I.B. Programme

Other

School Council

School Fundraising

Special Events

Student Activities and Resources

Secondary schools only: cafeteria, vending machines, school photos, school uniforms

Pro-life activities: materials, guest speakers, field trips

Various departments within schools, ex. chaplaincy or library

Category Type Description

Raising funds and payments to registered charities

Raising funds and payments for trips outside school property

Halton Catholic District School Board
School Generated Funds Summary

HST rebates, agendas, software & credit card fees, bank charges, bank interest, school photos, yearbooks (elementary only)

Secondary schools only: athletic fees, various team fees, tournament fees, team uniforms & spirit ware

Elementary athletics, health & wellness clubs, public speaking clubs, music programs, drama programs

Secondary schools only: agendas, yearbooks, guest speakers, angel fund, various clubs, stage crew, student council

*** Several field trips and special events took place after March break in which schools incurred upfront costs to pay vendors with the intention of collecting final payments in the spring. 

Final payments either were not collected from students or refunds were issued.  

2018-2019 School Year 2019-2020 School Year (DRAFT*)

Adult Learning Centre only: international language classes

Registered charity which helps provide meals/snacks to both elementary and secondary students

Miscellaneous items, ex. donations or HCCEF

Secondary schools only: parent council, used uniform sales

St. Thomas Aquinas only: funds raised and expenses related to International Baccalaureate program

Parent council for elementary schools, funds raised and expenses related to raising money for all schools, ex pizza days, milk programs, dance-a-thons etc.

One-time school events: plays, concerts, communions, confirmations
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Regular Board Meeting                          Information Report 

Summer 2020 – School Facilities Update Item 10.3 

September 15, 2020 

 

Alignment to Strategic Plan 
This report is linked to our strategic priority of Belonging: Embracing relationships & sustaining safe, 
welcoming schools. 

 

Purpose             
To inform the Board of school statuses for the start of the 2020-21 school year and the maintenance 
and construction projects completed during the summer of 2020. 

 

Background Information          
The Facility Management Services department had an extremely busy summer of 2020, with cleaning 
the Board’s 58 school facilities and completing numerous maintenance and construction projects. Over 
$15 million in renewal projects were undertaken, with an aim to improve school conditions and enhance 
the learning environment for students, staff and community user groups. Furthermore, over $24 million 
in new construction projects were undertaken. Lastly, extensive work was completed to create healthy 
and safe learning environments in light of the COVID-19 pandemic. The following sections summarize 
some of the work that was completed during the summer of 2020.  

 

Comments 
Summer Cleaning 

All schools throughout the Board underwent a thorough cleaning and disinfection over the summer and 
were ready for students and staff on September 9, 2020. Over 350,000 m2 of school space was 
cleaned in the months of June and July, with life safety system checks and maintenance repairs 
executed on items requiring attention.  

 

School & Classroom Setup 

Custodial staff were busy throughout the month of August setting up schools and classrooms based 
on provincial recommendations in light of the current pandemic. Hand hygiene and disinfection stations 
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were created throughout all schools, including in every classroom. Classrooms were also decluttered, 
and signage was installed in schools. 

 

Portable Classrooms 

To accommodate enrolment pressures across the Board, portable classrooms were re-allocated 
across the Board’s 58 school sites. No new portable classrooms were added for the 2020-21 school 
year, since many newly constructed classroom spaces were opened to accommodate enrolment 
growth. Still, 35 portable classrooms were relocated to accommodate enrolment changes. All 
relocated portable classrooms are now installed and ready for students and staff. 

 

Bishop P.F. Reding Catholic Secondary School Building Addition 

The classroom addition at Bishop P.F. Reding CSS opened for students and staff on September 9, 
2020. The new addition contains 28 classrooms, including 7 science laboratories, washrooms and 
workrooms. The main office and guidance area were also renovated in the existing portion of the 
facility, as well as the conversion of the old science rooms into new technology rooms. 

Construction continues on the new cafeteria and child care centre. The addition of a fourth gymnasium 
will commence upon the opening of the new child care centre. The conversion of the former cafeteria 
to an auditorium will commence upon the opening of the new cafeteria.  

 

Bishop P.F. Reding CSS Classroom Addition 
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Assumption Catholic Secondary School Building Addition & Renovation 

The classroom, library and cafeteria addition at Assumption CSS opened to students and staff on 
September 9, 2020. The new addition also includes a large student forum, washrooms and an elevator. 
New terraces at the front and rear of the school were also added as part of the project.  

 

View from Library Addition at Assumption CSS 

 

Completed Landscaping at the Front of Assumption CSS 
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Thomas Merton Centre (Oakville) Renovation 

The former St. James School was retrofitted to be the new home for the Thomas Merton Centre in 
Oakville. The interior space was reconfigured to accommodate the various programs at the centre. All 
new mechanical and lighting systems were also installed as part of the project. 

 

Rooftop Unit Installation at Thomas Merton Centre (Oakville) 

 

St. Michael Catholic Elementary School Retrofit 

The former library at St. Michael CES was converted to the new main office, and the former main office 
was converted into a kindergarten classroom. The new office provides more space for school 
administration and includes a new health room and accessible washroom. 

Construction continues on the new library for the school, as well as the 3-room child care centre 
building addition. 

85



  
Item 10.3 | Summer 2020 – School Facilities Update  
  
 

www.hcdsb.org  Page 5 of 6 

 

Main Office at St. Michael CES 

Holy Trinity Catholic Secondary School Lighting Retrofit 

A major lighting retrofit was undertaken at Holy Trinity CSS in July and August of 2020. Most existing 
fixtures were re-lamped with LED bulbs, creating a cost-effective solution that yielded excellent energy 
performance. The new lighting has dramatically brightened the school’s learning environments for 
students and staff. 

 

Roofing Replacements 

Two major roof replacements were undertaken in the summer of 2020. St. Christopher CES and 
Corpus Christi CSS both completed full roof replacements. The new roof is expected to protect critical 
building infrastructure for many years to come.  

 

Conclusion 
The Facility Management Services department had an extremely busy summer of 2020, with cleaning 
the Board’s 58 school facilities and completing several construction projects. All operations, 
maintenance and construction work has now been completed and schools were ready for students and 
staff on September 9, 2020. 
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Report Prepared by:  R. MERRICK 
    SUPERINTENDENT, FACILITY MANAGEMENT SERVICES 

 
Report Submitted by:  R. MERRICK 
    SUPERINTENDENT, FACILITY MANAGEMENT SERVICES 

 
Report Approved by:  P. DALY 

DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION AND SECRETARY OF THE BOARD 
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Sent: September 14, 2020 8:33 AM 
To: Daly, Patrick <DalyP@hcdsb.org>; Iantomasi, Vincent <IantomasiV@hcdsb.org>; Duarte, Marvin 
<DuarteM@hcdsb.org>; Agnew, Brenda <AgnewB@hcdsb.org>; o'briant@hcdsb.org; 
czarnotaj@hcdsb.org; Murphy, Patrick <MurphyP@hcdsb.org>; DeRosa, Peter <DeRosaP@hcdsb.org>; 
Guzzo, Nancy <GuzzoN@hcdsb.org>; Karabela, Helena <KarabelaH@hcdsb.org> 
Subject: [<EXTERNAL>] Masks in the classroom 

 

 

Dear Director Daly, Chair Iantomasi, Board Trustees, and Superintendents, 

My name is Dave Bodnar and I am writing to you today regarding the motion that was 

passed by the Board that mandates masks are to be worn by students in Junior 

Kindergarten through to Grade 3 while at school. It appears that there is a group of 

parents who would like to have this decision reversed and this makes me incredibly 

nervous and worried both as a father, husband, and educator. 

My wife Michela is a graduate of and a secondary school teacher with the Halton 

Catholic District School Board. Unfortunately, she is immune-compromised and we 

had to make the difficult decision for her to continue working due to the fact that the 

HCDSB does not have a virtual secondary school as almost all other school boards in 

Ontario do. If she were to stay home, she would be unpaid. 

Our girls attend St. Elizabeth Seton, in grade 8 and grade 4. Michela and I wanted the 

girls to stay home due to her medical issues, however when we learned that the 

HCDSB had passed a motion that all students from JK-12 would be masked, we 

decided to make the decision to allow them to attend school in-person. I am a teacher 

in the Peel District School Board and knowing that the four of us would be attending 

our respective schools protected as much as we could be with all students wearing 

masks has given us a degree of comfort the same as when we are out in public. 

I am greatly concerned about this motion coming back to the board table. It is 

disheartening to know that a) a motion that has already been passed can be revisited 

and b) this motion was the basis of many parental decisions to send their children to 

school or not. This additional mandate allowed us to make the decision to send our 

girls back to the classroom and school hallways, and it is in alignment with the safety 

measures put in place by the City of Burlington. Many medical practitioners and 

organizations support the use of masks in children who are attending school, and 

considering we all know the provincial standard of two metres for social distancing 

will not happen in our schools, masking is essential. 
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Masking for all students contributes to the common good, and many of us know 

someone who is immune-compromised in some capacity, whether it be due to age, 

medications, or medical conditions. If taught properly, children ages 4 or 5 and up 

have no issues wearing masks; we had my nephews with us for a few days the week 

before Labour Day and they both wore their masks at ages 2 and 4 with no issues or 

complaints. As we all know, children who are in the primary division will have a 

harder time physically distancing themselves and therefore a mask is that precaution 

that provides many with peace of mind. 

If this motion is reversed we will need to re-visit our decision for the girls to attend 

school. We cannot chance them coming in contact with an unmasked student who 

may be carrying Covid-19 as that would mean it could easily be transferred to 

Michela. Our youngest daughter would not be able to independently do her online 

work, and one of us would need to stay home with her. 

We all know that wearing a mask doesn’t protect you as much as it protects those 

around you. Reversing this motion when parents have already made their decision for 

in-class or online is not only short-sighted but unfair to anyone who agrees with the 

masks being mandatory from JK through to Grade 3. Upholding a motion that has 

already passed is the moral and ethical thing to do. 

Sincerely, 

Dave Bodnar 
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Sent: September 14, 2020 4:08 PM 
To: Iantomasi, Vincent <IantomasiV@hcdsb.org>; Duarte, Marvin <DuarteM@hcdsb.org>; 
Murphy, Patrick <MurphyP@hcdsb.org>; Karabela, Helena <KarabelaH@hcdsb.org>; O'Brien, 
Timothy <O'BrienT@hcdsb.org>; czarnotaj@hcdsb.org; DeRosa, Peter 
<DeRosaP@hcdsb.org>; Guzzo, Nancy <GuzzoN@hcdsb.org>; Agnew, Brenda 
<AgnewB@hcdsb.org> 
Cc: Daly, Patrick <DalyP@hcdsb.org> 
Subject: [<EXTERNAL>] Mandatory Masking K-12 
 
Please include this email in the correspondence read at the Board Meeting. 
 
Mr. Iantomasi,   
 
Can you please explain why we are debating masking again?  Allowing certain trustees to 
disrespect a democratic process and bring back a motion that has been passed is a waste of 
time and resources. 
 
Can we also please ensure that ONLY HCDSB parents letters and delegations are being 
considered.  They are the families that count in THIS board. 
 
I am concerned that we are continuing to visit the mask debate. Parents have made their return 
to school decisions based on the previous decisions on this Board.  To reverse a decision now 
is irresponsible and unfair.  All students must have some type of face covering.  Our students 
are all capable of wearing masks (medical conditions excepted). Please put the health and 
safety of all staff and students first and continue the mandatory masking of all students K-12. 
I urge you all to put this matter to rest once and for all and put all our safety first.  
If you want to try and keep schools open and staffed you need to make the right decision and 
make masks mandatory.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Michelle Bonk 
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Sent: September 12, 2020 11:22 PM 
To: Iantomasi, Vincent <IantomasiV@hcdsb.org> 
Cc: Agnew, Brenda <AgnewB@hcdsb.org>; O'Brien, Timothy <O'BrienT@hcdsb.org>; O'Hearn-Czarnota, 
Janet <O'Hearn-CzarnotaJ@hcdsb.org>; Murphy, Patrick <MurphyP@hcdsb.org>; DeRosa, Peter 
<DeRosaP@hcdsb.org>; Guzzo, Nancy <GuzzoN@hcdsb.org>; Karabela, Helena 
<KarabelaH@hcdsb.org>; duaretm@hcdsb.org <duaretm@hcdsb.org> 
Subject: [<EXTERNAL>] Mandatory Masks for K-4  
  
I believe that HCDSB should continue with the mandatory mask for K-6 and I resent the fact that a 
“trustee” (Karabela) feels she is beyond democracy and is allowed to revisit a motion that has already 
been passed! As Chair, why are you allowing duplicate delegations and bringing this motion back to the 
table. I’m certainly questioning your conduct. I feel this is a horrible manipulation of the system. 
 Parents made their decision to send kids to school based on the mandatory mask wearing. There are 
going to be repercussions from parents based on this “trustee” being able to try and reverse this. You 
will have parents pulling their kids out and you will have more problems on your hands which will lead 
to a logistical nightmare. Staffing and classes will have to be all redone. You are also confusing the poor 
children even more. Look out for the safety of your staff and students and as a Catholic Board, I’m 
ashamed that we are not looking out for our most vulnerable! We’ve already wasted enough time 
getting the school year under way!  
I want this to be included in the correspondence. 
Jennifer Botelho  
Milton 
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Dear Trustee, 

I am writing to you in the hopes of gaining your support in maintaining the Board’s mask policy for k-12 

students.  I am aware that there will be a discussion and decision made on possibly revoking the 

currently mandatory mask policy.   

As a parent and community member I am aware that some people may not agree with this policy.  

Importantly, decisions regarding masking and other protective measures should be informed by 

empirical evidence and direction from Public Health, health experts and governing bodies.  The following 

groups and institutions clearly state how important wearing masks is for children 2 years and older: 

1) Government of Ontario: https://www.ontario.ca/page/face-coverings-and-face-masks#section-0 

 “It is recommended that you use a face covering (non-medical mask such as a cloth 

mask) to reduce the risk of transmission of COVID-19 when physical distancing and 

keeping two-metres’ distance from others may be challenging or not possible…” 

2) Government of Canada/Public Health Agency of Canada: https://www.canada.ca/en/public-

health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/prevention-risks/about-non-

medical-masks-face-coverings.html 

“Wearing a homemade non-medical mask/facial covering in the community is recommended for 

periods of time when it is not possible to consistently maintain a 2-metre physical distance from 

others, particularly in crowded public settings…” 

3) Halton Region: https://www.halton.ca/The-Region/News/2020/Halton-Regional-Council-adopts-

mandatory-mask-by-

l#:~:text=On%20July%2015%2C%202020%2C%20Halton,unless%20extended%20by%20Regional%20Cou

ncil. 

“Wearing a non-medical mask or face covering in certain enclosed public places is an additional 

measure we can all take to keep each other safe,” said Dr. Hamidah Meghani, Medical Officer of 

Health. “I also encourage everyone to wear a mask in all scenarios where physical distancing is a 

challenge...” 

A decision that contravenes suggestions and recommendations from public health institutions, regional, 

provincial and federal bodies and health experts is objectively wrong.  It is important to note the 

difference between a “suggestion” and “requirement” of mask wearing.  If masks are simply a 

suggestion it allows students to put their peers, families of other students and educators at risk.  

Although it certainly is a challenge to mask younger students it is a challenge that parents, children and 

educators can be successful in if the Board provides this leadership and direction.  
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> Sent: September 12, 2020 10:46 PM 
> To: Iantomasi, Vincent <IantomasiV@hcdsb.org>; Agnew, Brenda  
> <AgnewB@hcdsb.org> 
> Subject: [<EXTERNAL>] Discussions about masks again 
>  
> Good evening! 
>  
> I've learned that the trustees will again discuss the use of masks at school. 
>  
> This shouldn't be back on the table at all. I made the decision to send my son back to school in 
Burlington (Grade 2) based on the fact that masks would be mandatory. My husband and I are 
unemployed but we purchased many masks to allow my son to be safe at school. 
>  
> The kids have been trained. When social distance is inevitable a mask is mandatory. And this is the 
case at school. Please let's move on and don't waste time in discussions that don't make sense. The 
schools, staff, teachers have already been in so much stress to start school in the new normal. This will 
make another disruption and increase stress in teachers, staff and parents. 
>  
> Please read my email at the meeting tomorrow, keeping my name confidential. 
>  
> Thank you so much! 
>  
> Christiana 
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Sent: September 11, 2020 3:19 PM 
To: angewb@hcdsb.org; Iantomasi, Vincent <IantomasiV@hcdsb.org>; O'Brien, Timothy 
<O'BrienT@hcdsb.org>; DeRosa, Peter <DeRosaP@hcdsb.org>; Guzzo, Nancy <GuzzoN@hcdsb.org>; 
Karabela, Helena <KarabelaH@hcdsb.org> 
Subject: [<EXTERNAL>] Please INCLUDE & READ as correspondence for Sept 15th meeting 

 
Dear Elected Trustees 
 

I am writing to you again about my concern with regard to how the Board continues to handle 
the decision to mandate non-medical masks for JK - GR 3 students in HDCSB schools. 
 

First of all, I am extremely disappointed with a treatment of parent delegates at the last Board 
Meeting on September 1st. We've delivered the well researched submissions to remind the 
Board, and convince Trustees, to remain on a side of the Provincial Ministries guidelines, the 
advice of the Halton’s Public Health and SickKids, thus refrain from taking on a role of public 
health and infectious disease experts and exceed the recommended measure.  
  
We saw that the delegates at this meeting were dismissed by a quick vote. Also dismissed were 
over 2000 parents who signed a petition to this Board to reverse the decision.  
 

Second, I took notice of your vote to exceed the mandatory masking requirement being 
unsupported by the publicly announced advice from Halton’s Public Health Officer.  
 

There are health risks from incorrect handling  of masks, as well as mental,  psychological and 
developmental implications from wearing masks. It is not my duty to educate you about personal 
health risks vs. public health benefits. Your vote to exceed the recommended masking 
requirement in my view makes you responsible for taking away my parental choice, creating a 
scenario for adverse implications to my child due to a prolonged wearing of a mask just so that 
he/she can have access to in-class education. 
 

For your reference and information, please check the website attached below:  

 

https://childrenshealthdefense.org/news/editorial/schools-must-go-back-to-normal-in-the-fall-a-

scientists-

perspective/?fbclid=IwAR2pIMe3K3x7uQabmxFhX5wppqo4k1Jk7JRQIsQPDaueJFMbe99xpU

GiLHE&cn-reloaded=1 

 
I ask that you rescind  your vote to mandate masks for JK - GR3! Thereby, I ask that you 
act within boundaries of your duty as Trustee, and stop the controversy and division in the 
parents community.  
 

Elena Day   
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Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 10:05 AM 
To: Iantomasi, Vincent; Agnew, Brenda; O'Brien, Timothy 

Subject: [<EXTERNAL>] K-3 Mandatory Masking 
 
Dear Trustees, 
 
I hope I’m not late in the game but I just found out, to my dismay,  that masks are back on the agenda 
for today’s meeting so I hope my voice will be heard and my email will be taken into account in the 
correspondence. 
 
Sending my son back to school was not an easy decision to make but knowing that masks were 
mandatory for all students and staff played a big part in my decision. I made the decision to send my son 
back to school based on the fact that masks were mandatory as with masks on for all I know that he 
would be somewhat safe in a school setting.  
 
Masks have been proved to be the best way to prevent the spread of COVID19 along with good hand 
hygiene and, where possible, physical distancing.  
 
Masks are mandatory, for the safety of all of us,  in all enclosed spaces in Ontario. It shouldn’t be 
otherwise in schools. On the contrary, knowing that kids can be asymptomatic for COVID19 and spread 
it everywhere unknowingly, they should definitely be wearing masks as they already do in all other 
public enclosed spaces they go to. 
 
Many of us parents have made the decision to send our kids back to school because mandatory masking 
was in place. This can’t possibly be changed now that kids are back and settled in their new routine. That 
would be a real stab in the back and it would make it very hard to trust our board afterwards. 
 
Please, take my email into consideration and have it included in the correspondence. 
 
Best regards, 
Fanny Deval 
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Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 11:33 AM 

To: iantomasiv@hcdsb.org; agnewb@hcdsb.org; o'brient@hcdsb.org 

Subject: RE: K-3 Mandatory Masking 

 

Hello,  

I'm Fanny's husband. 

I fully agree with my wife's comments with respect to the utmost importance of wearing a mask.  

I'm actually surprised to see that masks are nor mandatory during recess and that parents are 

not obligated to have one to bring their kids to school or pick them up from school. If there is a 

discussion over the masks at the board, I would suggest to add these 2 topics on the agenda. 

 

The global trend, with most newly infected people being of the young generation, seems to 

indicate that they have been infected while socializing and not wearing a mask.  

Today's outbreak at the University of Western Ontario is deemed to be most likely due to 

teenagers socializing outside the campus without mask, rather than inside the campus wearing 

masks. 

 

I understand that masks are not comfortable to have all day long. But it still seems to be the 

only solution we have until a vaccine be ready. 

 

With best regards, 

 

Sebastien 

 

Sebastien Deval 
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Sent: September 13, 2020 11:32 AM 
To: DiPietro, Rosie <DiPietroR@hcdsb.org>; O'Brien, Timothy <O'BrienT@hcdsb.org>; Agnew, Brenda 
<AgnewB@hcdsb.org>; Iantomasi, Vincent <IantomasiV@hcdsb.org> 
Subject: [<EXTERNAL>] Include this in your correspondence - masks for K-3 

 
Good morning, 
 
Please Include this in your correspondence, for the Tuesday Board Meeting.   
 
*In favour of masks for children in K-3* 
 
I am hearing that there is a meeting to potentially overturn the decision to have students (K-3) wear 
masks in school.... Are you seriously even considering this thought? 
 
If we are being told that we have to wear a mask in ALL indoor places and anywhere that physical 
distancing cannot take place, in order to help decrease the spread of Covid-19; then how are we 
considering the idea of not having ALL children in a  SCHOOL setting, where DISTANCING is NOT possible 
NOT wear a mask?!  
 
This is completely ridiculous!  
We might as well just tell everyone to stop wearing masks and just go back to 'normal' and just hope 
people don't get sick and potentially die. 
 
Are you comfortable going into places for 5-8 hours a day, with people not wearing a mask?  Being close 
to you? Touching you? Sneezing on you? And spreading their germs on you? Because we all know that a 
high number of people (not just children) still have no idea how to sneeze in their elbow and turn away 
from others or even wash their hands after anything they do; let alone stay at home if they are sick!  
 
Are you comfortable knowing that going somewhere without any protection (masks) could potentially 
cause your death? Your parents death? Your child's death? I certainly am not. 
 
Not everyone has the option to stay home and have their child(ren) remote learn or homeschool to 
avoid this disaster.  Think of society as a whole. 
 
My child has gone back to school, wearing a mask.  No complaints, no issues.  My child knows it's to 
protect him, his peers, his teachers, as well as his family at home.  He knows that by wearing his mask, 
he is helping to slow the spread of the virus, and helping to protect others.  He is also in Kindergarten.   
 
We are talking about a large number of people potentially affected by your ridiculous (potential) 
decision of no masks.   
If all other businesses and people working have to wear them, then the school system needs to 
also.  This is protection of society as a whole.   
 
The fact that this is even being considered, makes me scared, and shows me that you have no care, 
concern and/or consideration for my children, my family or anyone else. 
 
Do you want your decision to cause a spike in the virus? A spike in death tolls?  
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Will you be able to sleep peacefully at night knowing your decision could cause families to be torn 
apart? The loss of loved ones? Would you want this for your own family? 
 
I suggest you think very long and hard before you overturn this mask decision. 
As part of the Catholic school system we're supposed to be looking out for each other; and by allowing 
there to be no masks and no protection - we are in turn putting each other in danger. 
 
I am putting my child's life in your hands; make the right choice.  Wear A Mask. 
 
Thank you, 
Shauna Dussiaume 
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To: Agnew, Brenda <AgnewB@hcdsb.org>; duartem@hcdsg.org <duartem@hcdsg.org>; 
iantomasiv@hcdsg.org <iantomasiv@hcdsg.org>; O'Brien, Timothy <O'BrienT@hcdsb.org>; O'Hearn-
Czarnota, Janet <O'Hearn-CzarnotaJ@hcdsb.org> 
Subject: Please keep masks in schools  
  
I write to you as a parent with a child in the HCDSB and a staff member teaching kindergarten with the 
HDSB.   
 
I was so impressed and thankful for the decision to have masks mandatory. I know that there is no 100% 
way to make this return to school year safe but having masks in the classroom was something that made 
me have some faith.  
 
It is something that helps me and my child know that steps are being taken that help him and our family 
stay safe.  
 
If you take away making masks mandatory you will create a slippery slope towards classroom void of 
masks. This will ensure school closures with sick children and families.  
 
We cannot make this back to school 100% safe but why in the world would there be discussion on taking 
away safety measures? 
 
My son has asthma and as a single mom, his grandparents help a lot and are a big part of his life. You 
will take away my sense of security for my son and create a situation where I am not comfortable having 
him see his grandparents.  
 
Please do not take away masks in schools. I was so thankful you took this proactive, responsible 
measure in order to keep our families safe.  
 
(From professional experience with this, while for only a few days; the kids are great with it!  Even my 
kindies have worn them all day. It’s myself who I find playing with it the most in the class, not them. 
They have adapted to this new routine and see it as part of their daily lives)  
 
Please continue to make the responsible choice for our children by keeping masks in our schools, 
 
Alexis Ewaschuk  
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Good evening, 

 

I am writing to express my concern over the motion being presented this week to reverse the 

decision made to make masks mandatory for students in K-3. 

 

My decision to place my children back into school this year was not taken lightly. One of the 

deciding factors was that HCDSB had made masks mandatory for all ages. Reversing this 

decision would be completely unfair to all parents who chose to put their children in school 

based partly or solely on that decision! I find it irresponsible of this board of trustees to be 

changing the rules once the school year has started.  You have already voted on this issue!  

 

Your focus should be on making classes smaller before you ever consider making masks 

optional. Social distancing is not possible in our crowded elementary classrooms, therefore 

masks should be worn. If you can make the classes smaller, only then should we be entertaining 

the idea of optional masks. 

 

In addition, the students in K-3 represent a significant portion of the student body. In fact, in 

most schools they represent HALF of the student population. HALF!!! Nowhere in Ontario do we 

allow half of the people in a building take off their masks. There would be outrage. Schools 

should be no different.  Why are we allowing the schools to follow a different set of guidelines 

than the rest of the province?  

 

I am disappointed that this board wasn’t able to reduce the number of students in any of my 

children’s classes. I’m further disappointed that you are now considering making the 

environment even more dangerous for them by removing masks from HALF of the students in 

the schools. 

 

I am saddened and disheartened by what is happening in our education system this year. I 

realize that many of the decisions being made are out of your hands and that you are working 

as best you can within ministry guidelines. But this...this masking issue... this decision is solely 

yours. Please make the right choice. Masks for all students is the safest way. 

 

Please include this in your correspondence at the next meeting. 

 

Yours in faith, 

Erin Gilmore  
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To: Guzzo, Nancy <GuzzoN@hcdsb.org>; Iantomasi, Vincent <IantomasiV@hcdsb.org>; Karabela, Helena 
<KarabelaH@hcdsb.org>; Duarte, Marvin <DuarteM@hcdsb.org>; DeRosa, Peter 
<DeRosaP@hcdsb.org>; O%27Hearn-CzarnotaJ@hcdsb.org; Murphy, Patrick <MurphyP@hcdsb.org> 
Cc: Daly, Patrick <DalyP@hcdsb.org>; DiPietro, Rosie <DiPietroR@hcdsb.org> 
Subject: [<EXTERNAL>] Mandatory Masks K-3 

 
Good evening, 
 
I am writing to express my concern over the motion being presented this week to reverse the 
decision made to make masks mandatory for students in K-3. 
 
My decision to place my children back into school this year was not taken lightly. One of the 
deciding factors was that HCDSB had made masks mandatory for all ages. Reversing this 
decision would be completely unfair to all parents who chose to put their children in school 
based partly or solely on that decision! I find it irresponsible of this board of trustees to be 
changing the rules once the school year has started.  You have already voted on this issue! 
 
Your focus should be on making classes smaller before you ever consider making masks 
optional. Social distancing is not possible in our crowded elementary classrooms, therefore 
masks should be worn. If you can make the classes smaller, only then should we be entertaining 
the idea of optional masks. 
 
In addition, the students in K-3 represent a significant portion of the student body. In fact, in 
most schools they represent HALF of the student population. HALF!!! Nowhere in Ontario do 
we allow half of the people in a building take off their masks. There would be outrage. Schools 
should be no different.  Why are we allowing the schools to follow a different set of guidelines 
than the rest of the province? 
 
I am disappointed that this board wasn’t able to reduce the number of students in any of my 
children’s classes. I’m further disappointed that you are now considering making the 
environment even more dangerous for them by removing masks from HALF of the students in 
the schools. 
 
I am saddened and disheartened by what is happening in our education system this year. I 
realize that many of the decisions being made are out of your hands and that you are working 
as best you can within ministry guidelines. But this...this masking issue... this decision is solely 
yours. Please make the right choice. Masks for all students is the safest way. 
 
Please include this in your correspondence at the next meeting. 
 
Yours in faith, 

Rob Gilmore 
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Date: September 14, 2020 at 9:45:56 AM EDT 
To: "Daly, Patrick" <DalyP@hcdsb.org> 
Subject: Keep Masks Mandatory k to 3 

  
 
 
Dear Mr. Daly, 
 
I hope this email finds you safe and well.  
 
I am writing this email to voice my concern about the students in kindergarten to grade 3 NOT wearing masks. As we 
all know, “masks are recommended as a simple barrier to help prevent respiratory droplets from travelling into the air 
and onto other people, when the person wearing the mask coughs, sneezes, talks or raises their voice” (CDC 
Centers for Disease Control and Preventions). 
 
As an educator working in a kindergarten classroom, I feel it is imperative for students to wear masks for their own 
protection, the protection of their peers, their educators, their parents and family members. 
 
In my experience on Thursday and Friday of last week, students were very good about wearing their masks in the 
classroom, as they did not complain or take their masks off.  
Safe Return to School includes everyone wearing masks no exceptions.  
If the government has mandated wearing masks in public and in all indoor public spaces, this should also apply to 
high traffic areas such as classrooms and schools, where germs and bacteria are always present and can be easily 
transmitted, especially when our ability to implement proper social distancing is limited. 
 
Please include this in the correspondence. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Liliane Hazineh  
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The claim that masks “protect us” has yet to be determined-and has far 
more negative consequences: 

 
My name is Caroline Homann and I am a parent of two young children 
attending St Matthew Catholic School. Based on the significant amount of 
evidence from the World health Organization, UNICFEF, our family doctor 
and pediatricians we very comfortably chose to send our two children back 
to school this year. I was especially happy with the alignment of the school 
board and public health Ontario as there is more evidence to show that 
masks cause reduced oxygen intake, increased bacterial flow to the wearer 
and studies have either been inconclusive or supported the fact that the 
mask played little to no part in the reduction of the virus. Given this factual 
global evidence I happily sent my children to school under the assumption 
they would not have to wear masks. Only to have that decision overturned 
weeks before school. The following is only a minor excerpt of factual 
documentation that we as parents used as our assurance. 
 
Last but certainly not least-I wish to share that we obtained an exemption 
for our Grade 3 daughter (age 8) which was fully supported by her doctor. 
This exemption was provided to the school which they accepted 
respectfully. She attended school on September 9th for her only day that 
week and would be returning full time the following week. On September 
11th I received a call from the principal who stated that she had received a 
call from a parent who expressed their concern over my daughter not 
wearing a mask. The schools solution was to FURTHER separate my 
daughter from the OTHER students physically and to limit her “group” 
activities moving forward. I listened but did not respond. According to the 
guidelines establish by the HDCSB: 

Physical distancing strategies that will be incorporated in school include: 

• Increased physical distance of chairs and tables/desks in all rooms (including cafeteria, 
library, staff areas) 

Are we as Catholics, leaders and examples of Christ ok with Further 
separating an 8 year old child who has a medical exemption? If the other 
children are wearing masks-and they are already socially distancing and 
lathering in sanitizer do we need to treat her as if she has leprosy? Is that 
what God has asked us to do? I will take up this issue with the school and 
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others this week-and have solicited the advice of a human rights lawyer-but 
I assure this is so beyond what we need to do-especially given the evidence. 
 
Exhibit 1: 
Excerpt from: Ontario public health  
(“what we know about masks”July 2020) 
Attached at the bottom for further reference 
 
Page: 4 

 Protective Effects to the Mask Wearer in Non-Healthcare Settings - 
Non-COVID-19 Viral Respiratory Infections Randomized Trials There 
have been several cluster randomized studies on the use of medical 
masks outside of the hospital setting. These studies have evaluated 
the effectiveness of masking household members and individuals in 
other confined spaces (e.g. university residences, airplanes) to 
prevent acquisition of respiratory infections. In the majority of 
studies, no significant benefit from wearing masks was identified. 
Studies that demonstrated a benefit were associated with enhanced 
hand hygiene measures. No randomized controlled trials evaluating 
the effectiveness of mask use by the public to decrease COVID-19 
infections have been completed, however there is a trial in Denmark 
under way (NCT04337541).1 

 Homemade and Cloth Masks Given the challenges in maintaining 
personal protective equipment supply during the COVID-19 
pandemic, the use of homemade and/or cloth masks is the 
recommended mask type for use in non-healthcare settings. Broadly 
speaking, there are two types of studies on effectiveness of cloth 
masks: ones that evaluate filter efficiency in a laboratory setting, and 
ones that evaluate infection risk to the wearer and those around 
them. There are more of the former studies which generally agree 
that at least some filtration occurs under certain conditions; the 
latter have not proven such masks effective in real-world settings. 
Overall, the evidence suggests there is variability in the effectiveness 
of cotton masks and that they are generally inferior to medical 
masks. One study in a healthcare setting demonstrated that cloth 
masks were associated with an increased risk of infection and they 
should not be used to protect healthcare workers.34 However, the 
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body of evidence supports that certain cloth materials provide 
sufficient filtration to be a suitable option for source control in non-
healthcare settings. 

 Mask use by the general public could be associated with a theoretical 
elevated risk of COVID-19 through decreased physical distancing and 
self-contamination. The external surface of the mask may become 
contaminated and touching one’s face is a common practice. 
Continuous mask use may be associated with facial skin lesions, 
irritant dermatitis or worsening acne.4 It is important to incorporate 
hand hygiene with appropriate mask use to reduce the risk of self-
contamination 

 Public mask wearing is likely beneficial as source control when worn 
by persons shedding infectious SARS-CoV-2 virus when physical 
distancing is not possible in public spaces (e.g. public transit, visiting 
grocery store) 

 Studies to date have found that the use of medical masks may reduce 
the amount of aerosol shedding of some bacteria and viruses from 
symptomatic individuals, but have inconsistently demonstrated a 
reduction in secondary cases in household or other close contact 
studies. 
 

Aug 2020 Ontario Public Health report: 

The report cites seven randomized trials designed to evaluate how mask 
use in the general public might reduce influenza-like illnesses. Surprisingly, 
all seven studies determined that the masking of one with a surgical mask 
resulted in no significant reduction in influenza-like illnesses.  Here’s a quick 
summary: 

1. A randomized controlled trial by the University of Michigan-School of 
Public Health found hand washing reduced influenza-like illnesses; 
while mask wearing made no difference whatsoever. 

2. A German randomized controlled trial found “there was no 
statistically significant effect” when it came to wearing masks “on 
secondary infections.” 
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3. A 2010 randomized study in the The Journal of Infectious Diseases 
found that neither “face mask use and hand hygiene nor face mask 
use alone was associated with a significant reduction in the rate of 
influenza-like illnesses cumulatively.” 

4. A randomized controlled trial conducted in Thailand during the H1N1 
pandemic found “Influenza transmission was not reduced by 
interventions to promote hand washing and face mask use.” 

5. A 19-month randomized controlled trial of crowded urban 
households found a significant reduction in upper respiratory 
infection through educational interventions; but no reduction when 
adding hand sanitizers or masks. 

6. A randomized controlled trial of people sleeping together in tents 
during an Islamic pilgrimage was reported in Infectious Disorders. 
Researchers found no difference in laboratory confirmed influenza 
cases among those wearing masks and those who were not.  

7. A randomized trial in France found that mask wearing only produced 
a 0.4% reduction in secondary infection and “did not identify any 
trend in the results suggesting effectiveness of facemasks.” 

 

Several countries guided by the WHO and UNICEF Declared in August of 

2020-that children under the age of 5 should not be required to wear 

masks. Further to that, they stated that children ages 6-11 only wear masks 

if “there is widespread transmission in the area where the child 

resides”.  Oakville to date has a minimal number of cases. 

An international and multidisciplinary expert group brought together by 

WHO reviewed evidence on COVID-19 disease and transmission in children 

and the limited available evidence on the use of masks by children.  
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Based on this and other factors such as children’s’ psychosocial needs and 

developmental milestones, and overall interest of the child and the 

capacity to appropriately use a mask with minimal assistance WHO and 

UNICEF advise the following: 

Children aged 6-11 should be based on the following factors: 

 Whether there is widespread transmission in the area where the child 

resides 

 The ability of the child to safely and appropriately use a mask 

 Access to masks, as well as laundering and replacement of masks in 

certain settings (such as schools and childcare services)  

 Adequate adult supervision and instructions to the child on how to put 

on, take off and safely wear masks 

 Potential impact of wearing a mask on learning and psychosocial 

development, in consultation with teachers, parents/caregivers and/or 

medical providers 

 Specific settings and interactions the child has with other people who are 

at high risk of developing serious illness, such as the elderly and those 

with other underlying health conditions  

WHO and UNICEF advise that children aged 12 and over should wear a 

mask under the same conditions as adults, in particular when they cannot 

guarantee at least a 1-metre distance from others and there is 

widespread transmission in the area 
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Reduced Oxygen levels: 
Studies have shown that a drop in oxygen levels (hypoxia) is associated with 
an impairment in immunity. Studies have shown that hypoxia can inhibit 
the type of main immune cells used to fight viral infections called the CD4+ 
T-lymphocyte. This occurs because the hypoxia increases the level of a 
compound called hypoxia inducible factor-1 (HIF-1), which inhibits T-
lymphocytes and stimulates a powerful immune inhibitor cell called the 
Tregs. This sets the stage for contracting any infection, including COVID-19 
and making the consequences of that infection much graver. In essence, 
your mask may very well put you at an increased risk of infections and if so, 
having a much worse outcome 
 

There is another danger to wearing these masks on a daily basis, especially 
if worn for several hours. When a person is infected with a respiratory 
virus, they will expel some of the virus with each breath. If they are 
wearing a mask, especially an N95 mask or other tightly fitting mask, they 
will be constantly rebreathing the viruses, raising the concentration of 
the virus in the lungs and the nasal passages. We know that people who 
have the worst reactions to the coronavirus have the highest 
concentrations of the virus early on. And this leads to the deadly 
cytokine storm in a selected number. 

It gets even more frightening. Newer evidence suggests that in some cases 
the virus can enter the brain. In most instances it enters the brain by way 
of the olfactory nerves (smell nerves), which connect directly with the 
area of the brain dealing with recent memory and memory consolidation. 
By wearing a mask, the exhaled viruses will not be able to escape and will 
concentrate in the nasal passages, enter the olfactory nerves and travel 
into the brain.” 
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Internationally: 

Denmark boasts one of the lowest COVID-19 death rates in the world. As 
of August 4, the Danes have suffered 616 COVID-19 deaths, according to 
figures from Johns Hopkins University. 

That’s less than one-third of the number of Danes who die from 
pneumonia or influenza in a given year. 

Danish health officials stated: “there is little conclusive evidence that face 
masks are an effective way to limit the spread of respiratory viruses” 

Denmark is not alone. Despite a global stampede of mask-wearing, data 
show that 80-90 percent of people in Finland and Holland say they “never” 
wear masks when they go out, a sharp contrast to the 80-90 percent of 
people in Spain and Italy who say they “always” wear masks when they go 
out. You can see the stark results in spread. 

Dutch public health officials recently explained why they’re not 
recommending masks. 

“From a medical point of view, there is no evidence of a 
medical effect of wearing face masks, so we decided not to 
impose a national obligation,” said Medical Care Minister 
Tamara van Ark. 
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These are Ontario cases since Feb 2020. Please note the province made 
masks mandatory June 20th and Oakville followed suit July 2 
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Internationally: 
The countries that least supported mask wearing: Sweden, Switzerland, Norway-had the 
lowest number of cases 

In France, some 12.4 million students returned Tuesday, with masks required for all 
teachers as well as students over 11.  Teachers were not in support of masks “ "How can 
we connect with children when half your face is hidden behind a mask?" said Julie Siata, 
who teaches English at another Marseille school. 

'No zero risk' 

Pupils also returned Tuesday in Belgium, which has suffered one of the highest rates of 
coronavirus deaths in Europe. 

Masks are required for those aged 12 and older, and must be kept in a protective case 
or pouch. 

German schools reopened last month, as did many in Scotland which has control of its 
school system. 

Masks will also be compulsory in Greece, where children are expected to return to 
school on Monday, while Spain will require all students 6 and older to wear masks when 
classes resume next week and they had one of the highest cases globally. 

Children in Spain should also maintain a distance of 1.5 metres (5 feet) from each other, 
and are being urged to wash their hands at least five times a day. 

"I believe fathers, mothers, and the education community can be sure that their sons 
and daughters, that school employees, will be much safer in schools than in other 

places," Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez told Cadena Ser radio. 

 

https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/documents/ncov/covid-
wwksf/what-we-know-public-masks-apr-7-2020.pdf?la=en 
 
https://www.eurekaselect.com/125489/article 
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Sent: September 9, 2020 8:22 PM 
To: Iantomasi, Vincent <IantomasiV@hcdsb.org>; DeRosa, Peter <DeRosaP@hcdsb.org>; Guzzo, Nancy 
<GuzzoN@hcdsb.org>; Karabela, Helena <KarabelaH@hcdsb.org>; DiPietro, Rosie 
<DiPietroR@hcdsb.org> 
Subject: [<EXTERNAL>] In support of masks K-12 

 
Dear Trustees, Mr. Director, and Mr. Chair,  
 
First off, thank you for all of your efforts in getting us through these first few days of returning to 
school.  
 
I would like to share my perspective on the mask policy, which I understand is to be discussed 
once more in the next board meeting on September 15th. Please include the following in the 
official correspondence, and consider this my request and approval to read it aloud in the 
meeting.  
 
I am a parent of a student entering Senior Kindergarten this year, who will be back in his 
classroom tomorrow. I am fully supportive of mandatory masks for K-12.  
 
Will my newly-5-year-old wear his mask perfectly, 100% of the time? No, probably not. That 
said, we have been practicing all summer, and he's getting pretty good at it. If mask wearing is 
part of the new school routine, students are much more likely to be successful wearing them 
than if it's optional - especially in the younger grades. I planned to send my son with masks 
even if it wasn't required, but know that if much of the class was not masked, he would quickly 
abandon them. If it's normalized, everyone is safer.  
 
While the commitment in the last board meeting will help lower class sizes, which is much 
appreciated, there will still be many classrooms where the recommended 2 metre (or even 1 
metre) distancing is impossible. Given that reality - why wouldn't we use every tool we have 
available to keep our students, teachers and staff safe?  
 
Let's put some faith in the teachers and administrators. Of course there will be a learning curve 
here for everyone. I have every expectation grace will be extended when kids don't get it right. 
There will also be room for those who require exemptions to receive them. 
 
More importantly - let's put some faith in our kids. They're smart and empathetic, and even the 
youngest among them can grasp that wearing masks is something tangible they can do to help 
others. Our framing makes all the difference, and I know all of our wonderful teachers will impart 
this as well. Trust our kids - they can do this.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Allison Kolch 
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Dear trustees 

I am writing to ask you to support Helena Karabela’ s motion to amend the August 19, 2020 motion  

making non-medical masks mandatory for children in kindergarten to grade 3.  

The process for passing this motion was unfair to parents and children, as there was no proper 

consultation with the community beforehand. 

In the “Intent to Return to School Survey” sent out Aug. 26, parents who chose the virtual learning 

option were asked about the reasons for their choice. One of the choices asked whether parents were 

concerned about wearing a mask. However, that choice was not presented to parents who chose the 

option to send children back to school. Why was that question not asked of parents who chose to return 

their children to school? Would it not have been more relevant to ask those parents’ opinions on 

mandatory masks, since their children would be the ones actually wearing masks all day? 

Parents are regularly consulted on other matters. For example, parents are able to vote on whether they 

want their children to wear uniforms. Why weren’t they able to vote on whether they want their 

children to wear masks? Masks are much more difficult to wear than uniforms. Uniforms to not affect a 

person’s breathing. Masks do. Why was this not important enough to warrant a question to parents who 

chose to send their kids back to school? 

Finally, a point was made in the Sept. 1 meeting that 85% of HCDSB parents chose to send their kids 

back to school. It was suggested that since most parents opted for in-class instruction, they surely must 

have approved of mandatory masks since that was communicated at the time of the survey. I believe 

that is an oversimplification of the matter, and it is intended to blindly justify the mandatory mask 

policy. One board member even admitted during the Sept. 1 board meeting that many parents are 

“under duress”. In other words, many parents have no choice but to send their children back to school 

regardless of the circumstances, due to work responsibilities.  Creating such an impossible scenario for 

parents is not fair to the citizens whose taxes fund the HCDSB.  

Will the HCDSB re-consider sending out another survey to the 85% of parents who chose to send their 

kids back to school, asking them whether they agree students in grades K-3 should wear masks for up to 

30 hours a week?  

Also, has the board asked a single child in grade grades K-3 if they want to wear masks all day? If not, 

please do immediately. 

Only then can your board say the process to implement the mandatory mask rule was completely fair.  

Thank you 

Roula Kosilos  

 

 

 

 

120



I would like Director Daly to read this letter of correspondence out loud during the September 15th 
Board Meeting. 

Evening Trustees 

I would like to express my disbelief and shock concerning the behavior of some trustees during the 
September 1st delegation portion of the Board Meeting. The personal attacks, demeaning, 
condescending and hostile behavior towards some of the delegates was appalling. The delegation 
process is a way for rate payers in the HCDSB to voice their concerns or their position and it is supposed 
to be done in a safe and inclusive environment. The delegations during the September 1st Board meeting 
resembled more to a criminal court room setting then a safe environment for rate payers to express 
their thoughts. Two of the delegates have since received harassing communication from external 
sources. In my opinion this is the direct result due to the unprofessional behaviour that was on display 
for everyone to witness and which was recorded. I would like to take this moment and review with the 
Trustee Policy No. I-36. 

Section 3-Integrity and Dignity of Office 

 Trustees are expected to discharge their duties and responsibilities in a professional and ethical 
manner, consistent with Gospel Values, the teachings of the Catholic Church, the Education Act 
and Regulations, the Municipal Freedom of Information and Privacy Act and Regulations, the 
Municipal Conflict of Interest Act, the Board’s By-Laws and Policies, and any other Act or 
Regulation that may be applicable to the Trustee’s duties. 

 Trustees will act, and be seen to act, in the best interest of the public they serve. Trustees are 
elected to represent all stakeholders in the HCDSB by articulating and supporting a shared 
commitment to excellence in Catholic education that promotes student achievement and well-
being through the delivery of effective and appropriate education programs and effective 
stewardship of the Board’s resources. 

  

Section 4-Civil Behaviour 

 As stewards of the system, Trustees are held to a high standard of conduct and should serve as 
role models of exemplary behaviour reflective of the values articulated in the Ontario Catholic 
School Graduate Expectations. 

o Trustees shall respect differences in people, their ideas and their opinions. 
o Trustees shall respect the rights of others. 
o Trustees shall treat one another with dignity and respect at all times, and especially 

when there is disagreement. 

I would like to remind all Trustees of  

Section 11-Enforcement of Code of Conduct and the Municipal Conflict of Interest Act. 
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 A trustee who has reasonable grounds to believe that another Trustee has breached this code 
of Conduct may bring the alleged breach to the attention of the board. 

In closing during the September 1st board meeting the delegates were attacked for their personal views 
and their position on an important matter by certain Board members.  This Board of Trustees has 
ensured that all future delegates should be concerned and fearful, if their personal position does not 
align with the personal position of a Trustee. I am requesting that the recordings of delegate questions 
be reviewed in a closed door session and that a formal response be issued by the Board to this letter of 
correspondence. 

If the Board finds that a Trustee was in conflict with Policy I-36 I am requesting that section 11 be 
enforced in order to protect the integrity, ethics and morals of this Board. 

Thank you, 

John Krmencik 
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          September 13, 2020 

Good Afternoon Director Daly, Chair Iantomasi and Trustees, 

My name is Nadia Lo Greco and I am a parent of two young children in grades 2 and 5 in St Elizabeth 

Seton elementary school. I am writing to you today in support of the motion that was passed during the 

August 19th Board meeting for mandatory masking for all HCDSB students. I ask that this letter be 

included in correspondence for the upcoming meeting on September 15 2020. 

It is my understanding that there is a motion on the table to repeal this policy and I would like to have 

my voice heard to respectfully request that Trustees do not make any changes to the policies in place at 

this time. 

Covid-19 is an evolving situation. I appreciate that we are all doing the best we can with information 

that seems to be changing all the time. Parents, teachers, principals and board staff are all working 

together to bring our kids back into school safely this September. My girls had their first day last week, 

went into school in their masks, and had a wonderful day. It was different. There was no hugging of 

friends or holding hands in the school yard. Only 1/3 of their class was there and their classrooms are 

not set up in the usual manners to which they have grown accustom too. That being said, they still had a 

wonderful day. Because children are resilient and essentially rule-followers and if you tell them what is 

expected of them, they will act accordingly. 

The virus science and back to school recommendations from Sick Kids, CHEO, and other Canadian 

pediatric hospitals are evolving constantly. The longer we live with Covid-19 and the more information 

we can pull globally, the better informed we can be when we make decisions. For families that chose to 

send their children back to school in person, they made this decision based on the safety protocol that 

was put in place by the Board – which included mandatory masking for all students. Our family has an 

immunocompromised family member who is currently undergoing chemotherapy treatments so if the 

masking was not in place, we would have had to make a different decision on sending our children back 

to school.  

Can we please err on the side of caution and keep the protocols that are in place currently as we 

attempt to navigate cold & flu season as well as the projected second wave of the virus? Can we please 

do everything we can as a community to keep not only our children safe, but the educators and the 

families that the kids go home too every day? Please, do not over turn this policy and can the Board 

please move forward with other pressing business such as technology and ensuring that the families 

who have chosen virtual learning are properly supported. 

Thank you and God Bless, 

Nadia Lo Greco 
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Sent: September 11, 2020 6:31 PM 
To: DiPietro, Rosie <DiPietroR@hcdsb.org>; Daly, Patrick <DalyP@hcdsb.org>; Iantomasi, Vincent 
<IantomasiV@hcdsb.org> 
Cc: Karabela, Helena <KarabelaH@hcdsb.org>; O'Brien, Timothy <O'BrienT@hcdsb.org>; DeRosa, Peter 
<DeRosaP@hcdsb.org>; Duarte, Marvin <DuarteM@hcdsb.org>; O'Hearn-Czarnota, Janet <O'Hearn-
CzarnotaJ@hcdsb.org>; Murphy, Patrick <MurphyP@hcdsb.org>; Guzzo, Nancy <GuzzoN@hcdsb.org>; 
Agnew, Brenda <AgnewB@hcdsb.org> 
Subject: Re: [<EXTERNAL>] Fwd: Questions for Open Question Period 

 

I am resubmitting my questions below as they were not answered; I am also providing 
clarification in this correspondence which I ask to be included in the board report for 
September 15th and also read aloud at that meeting.   
 
With respect to correspondence the main question was "What is the policy / criteria for 
including correspondence in the board report".  The response was "

   This is very subjective and unclear.  What 
is considered timely?  What is meant by "we try"?   
 
Recently I submitted correspondence which was not included as the report had been posted, 
literally minutes prior.  However, on September 1st, correspondence was read aloud that was 
not even included in the board report.  Please explain to me these two apparently conflicting 
approaches, as this would appear to me to demonstrate bias.   
 
Also, I specifically asked "Why some correspondence to individual trustees is included, but not 
all such correspondence, and not even all correspondence that is addressed to all 
trustees".  This question was not addressed.  In the September 1st board report there were a 
couple of pieces of correspondence addressed to an individual trustee only, that were 
published.  Surely you do not publish every piece of correspondence addressed to individual 
trustees or even to the group of trustees.  If you choose to publish specific pieces of 
correspondence with no pre-established criteria or policy, and without any clear rationale, 
there would appear to be a bias.     
 
While my question preceded the reading aloud of certain pieces of correspondence and was 
therefore not in reference to that, I would say that that practice of reading aloud certain 
correspondence would itself demonstrate bias.  As you well know, most correspondence in the 
board reports are barely given a mention and, in my and many other's experience, do not even 
get a response.  However apparently if someone asks to read it aloud you will do so?  This is not 
something that has ever been shared with stakeholders so how did these individuals know that 
this was even an option?  If you don't continue to do this for all others who ask in the future, 
you are again demonstrating bias, or favouritism, or whatever term you prefer, however, it is 
not fair or equitable to all stakeholders.  
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With respect to Ministry letters; I appreciate your position that they are not normally part of 
the Board package, although I believe they have been in the past.  I guess I'm wondering why 
this important correspondence wouldn't be included as it is a matter of public record and the 
information would of interest to many stakeholders.  The response below indicates that the 
"i however the Ministry issued a 
letter on August 26th ("Communication to Parents and the Sector") which they asked boards to 
"distribute to your parent and family communities"; I do not recall receiving this 
communication from the board.  Furthermore, I have made multiple requests to both the 
Director and Chair as to where these Ministry communications could be found and asked 
specifically for a particular one (dated on or around August 18th), but have received no 
response.  So I will ask a little differently this time, why is the board not more forthcoming with 
communications from the Ministry, particularly those that they are specifically asked to share 
with parents? 
 
Finally, my question about correspondence from some organizations being shared but not 
others was not addressed.  Of course, I am not familiar with all correspondence received by the 
board from different organizations but I will provide an example that I am personally familiar 
with to give some background to the question.  In November 2018, the President of ABC 
Ontario issued correspondence to the Director and the Chair, copying all trustees, to share 
some concerns which were not permitted to be recorded in the SEAC minutes and which the 
then Chair of the Board, staff and SEAC Chair indicated could only be addressed if issued via 
correspondence to the Board by the President of ABC Ontario.  Besides the fact that there was 
never any response to the correspondence and the concerns were not addressed, the 
correspondence was not published until a request to do so was specifically made, by me, a 
couple of months later.  On the other hand, recent correspondence from VOICE, addressed "To 
Whom It May Concern" and not signed by any specific individual, but rather "Your SEAC rep", 
correspondence that was never shared at SEAC, was published in the board report.  Please 
explain this inconsistency in dealing with correspondence with these organizations, and what 
criteria is considered when deciding whether or not to publish correspondence from outside 
organizations. 
 
With a lack of formal policy or any clearly outlined criteria for handling correspondence, and 
vastly inconsistent practices, one can only conclude that there is bias, which may very well be 
unintentional, in the practice of publishing, or not publishing correspondence.   
 
I trust that with this further information and specific examples provided, you will be able to 
provide a more fulsome response to the questions below. 
 
Thanks 
Maria 
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From: DiPietro, Rosie <DiPietroR@hcdsb.org> 
Sent: September 11, 2020 1:27 PM 

Subject: RE: [<EXTERNAL>] Fwd: Questions for Open Question Period  

  

Responses from the September 1st meeting below.  

  

Rosie 

  

Sent: September 2, 2020 1:26 AM 
To: DiPietro, Rosie <DiPietroR@hcdsb.org> 
Cc: Daly, Patrick <DalyP@hcdsb.org>; Iantomasi, Vincent <IantomasiV@hcdsb.org>; Swinden, Andrea 
<SwindenA@hcdsb.org> 
Subject: [<EXTERNAL>] Fwd: Questions for Open Question Period 

  

FYI....please ensure my questions are answered..... 

Sent from my iPhone 

 

Begin forwarded message: 

Date: September 1, 2020 at 7:02:56 PM EDT 

To: "DiPietro, Rosie" <DiPietroR@hcdsb.org> 

Cc: "Iantomasi, Vincent" <IantomasiV@hcdsb.org>, "Daly, Patrick" <DalyP@hcdsb.org> 

Subject: Questions for Open Question Period 

  

Question 1 

  
What is the policy / criteria for including correspondence in the board report?  In particular, 
please address: 

 Why correspondence from some organizations is included but not others; 
 Why correspondence from the Ministry of Education to the Director and/or Trustees is 

not included; 
 Why some correspondence to individual trustees is included, but not all such 

correspondence, and not even all correspondence that is addressed to all trustees; and 

 Why the board allows bias by sharing some correspondence, but not others. 
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Question 2 

  
How will secondary students develop exam writing skills which are crucial for post-secondary 
pathways if they won't be writing exams this year?  What if the adapted/hybrid model and/or 
remote learning continues past this current school year? 

  

 

  

  
Question 3 

  
Why havent the school level "return to school committees" been established yet?  What is their 
purpose if they are not established until after the return to school is complete, and the school 
year is well underway? 
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Sent: September 14, 2020 6:10 PM 
To: Duarte, Marvin <DuarteM@hcdsb.org>; Iantomasi, Vincent <IantomasiV@hcdsb.org>; Agnew, 
Brenda <AgnewB@hcdsb.org>; O'Brien, Timothy <O'BrienT@hcdsb.org>; O'Hearn-Czarnota, Janet 
<O'Hearn-CzarnotaJ@hcdsb.org>; Murphy, Patrick <MurphyP@hcdsb.org>; DeRosa, Peter 
<DeRosaP@hcdsb.org>; Guzzo, Nancy <GuzzoN@hcdsb.org>; Karabela, Helena 
<KarabelaH@hcdsb.org>; Daly, Patrick <DalyP@hcdsb.org> 
Subject: [<EXTERNAL>] Pro Mask For All Grades In HCDSB 

 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
It has been brought to my attention that there is a motion on the table to revert the mandatory mask 
protocol back to only grades 4-12. I find this highly irresponsible. It has been proven over and over again 
that masks DO work in helping to curb the spread of Covid-19, ESPECIALLY when social distancing is 
NOT an option. I understand that Sick Kids has published that masks on younger kids (those in JK-grade 
3) is not entirely necessary, however, the SAME publication also recommends a minimum of 1 metre 
distance between students with 2 metres being the most ideal. Since the board is not able to secure the 
proper funding to lower class sizes to enable the adequate space required for the recommended social 
distancing, the next best option to keep everyone SAFE is to have all staff/students in masks. As you 
have seen in the news, the number of cases are already creeping up in some regions of Ontario - the 
same regions that were slow to mandate mask usage, and do not enforce the necessary social distancing 
measures. 
 
I also find the motion a complete disregard of valuable resources and not to mention everyone's time. The 
original back to school plan included mask usage for grades 4-12. I motion was put forth, voted on, and 
approved to have all students (jk-grade 12) wear masks. The return to school plan was sent out to 
parents/guardians with this information and they made decisions based on this plan. To have a Trustee 
motion to revert back to the original plan AFTER a democratic decision was made is, in my opinion, a 
misuse of power. As mentioned, parents/guardians made the decision to opt in/out of in-class learning 
based on the information provided in the surveys that were sent out at the end of August. If the decision is 
made to revert back to masks for only grade 4-12, I can guarantee you will see an influx in movement 
from in-class to online. Online learning is already delayed a week (this week is only orientation with no 
teacher led instruction) due to all of the restructuring, lack of staff, and technical issues. If further 
restructuring is required when parents/guardians pull their kids from in-class to online, this will cause 
further delays in starting the school year. It will obviously also disrupt in-class learning as classes are 
further collapsed and students/teachers are moved around. This is unfair to EVERYONE involved! Staff 
have worked tirelessly for the past several weeks to get both in-class and online up and running, kids are 
already nervous to come to school in a "new normal", parents/guardians have likely taken time off work 
for the staggered entry and delay in online, only to have everything changed AGAIN over mask usage. 
 
I ask all of the Trustees and Director of Education, to please consider all of the implications reverting back 
to masks for grade 4-12 only will cause. Teachers and students already do not have the required and/or 
recommended social distance measures in place, and now you want to take away the usage of masks as 
well. It does NOT make sense for half of the school to have masks and the other half not. This in turn 
protects NO ONE! 
 
Thank you for your time! 
Jessica Macias 
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To: Agnew, Brenda <AgnewB@hcdsb.org>; Guzzo, Nancy <GuzzoN@hcdsb.org>; Iantomasi, Vincent 
<IantomasiV@hcdsb.org>; O'Brien, Timothy <O'BrienT@hcdsb.org> 
Subject: Tuesday Board Meeting - Masks  
  
I understand that k-3 students wearing masks is again being brought up for consideration at this week's 
board meeting. 
 
I would like my email to be read at the meeting, in favour of mandatory masks for all students. 
 
As a teacher in this board, it is my experience that students are doing well with wearing masks. They are 
following the rules as best they can, and even wearing them at recess when they are not mandatory. I 
believe that going back on the decision to wear masks will send mixed messages to kids about the 
importance of wearing them. These students are required to wear them in all other public areas and I 
believe consistency is important in both messaging as well as practice. We are teaching our students to 
be collaborative contributors, caring family members and responsible citizens. What does it tell them if 
we say that they no longer have to worry about spreading their germs to others? 
 
As a parent in this board, knowing that my SK son and his classmates would be masked played an 
important part in my decision to send him to school. I believe this is true for many parents. If the 
decision is reversed, there may be many parents who would then like their students to be in a virtual 
classroom. As the next date to switch between in-school instruction and remote learning is not until 
Thanksgiving, are you prepared to allow an earlier switch due to such an important change in classroom 
protocols? 
 
Thank you, 
Ashley 
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September 13, 2020 
 
HCDSB Trustees  
Pat Daly, Director of Education 
802 Drury Lane  
Burlington ON L7R 2Y2 
 
 
Dear HCDSB Trustees; 
 
Please accept this letter in submission regarding the debate on the board’s mask 
policy in schools. 
 
As parents of a grade 3 student, this decision directly involves the safety and well 
being of our child.  These are perilous and faith testing times.  Luckily enough, the 
actions we can take to increase the safety of our children is very simple.  The 
answer is: Wear a mask. 
 
We are supportive of the board’s mandatory mask policy.  It is simple and 
effective.  Our daughter as well as our three year old son, are quite familiar with 
wearing masks.  We have bought multiple types of masks for them to wear as we 
go out and about our daily errands.  The week before school began we all had a 
wonderful family outing to an apple orchard.  While we all wore our masks, we 
enjoyed picking apples, playing on haylofts and taking a ride on a tractor pulled 
wagon.  All socially distanced of course. 
 
The point we are trying to make through this example, is that we were able to 
have fun and be a family all while wearing our masks.  Our freedoms were not 
impaired, our mental well being was not compromised, nor was our safety in 
jeopardy.  It was a simple additional garment we added to our wardrobe to keep 
each other, as well as the other patrons of the orchard, safe.  Also, on that note, 
every other family there maintained socially distancing measures and wore 
masks.  No one made an issue about it.   
 
Our daughter attended her first day of school this past week.  She proudly wore 
her mask to meet her new classmates and her teacher.  The teacher has 
developed a system for when masks are not required, such as eating or playing 
outside.  As well she’ll be encouraging mask breaks throughout the day as 
possible while maintaining the safety protocols of the board. 
 
Our children have learned through reinforcement and sound parenting choices, 
that masks are now just an added garment for them to wear outside.  No different 
than putting on a hat on a hot summer day, or a scarf on a winter’s day.  We have 
all opted to attend a school system where clothing choices are already mandated 
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through policy.  School uniforms are part and parcel of the Halton Catholic School 
experience.  Mandatory masks are not a far stretch for us to adapt to. 
 
As parents and educators, we know that when a good habit is taught early it stays 
with us for life.  This pandemic is going to be with us for a long time to come it 
looks like.  Encouraging good mask behaviour is a good thing.  It does not harm 
our children.  They are not scarred or irreparably damaged in any way.   
 
We are Catholics.  Our faith commands that we help our neighbour in time of 
trouble.  Well ladies and gentlemen, times have never been more troublesome.  
We all need to be in each other’s corner.  We all need to help protect each other.  
Luckily, the easiest way to do that is simple: 
 
Wear a mask. 
 
Allow us to finish off this letter by sharing a quote which is quite appropriate for 
the times we live in: 
 
“These things are temporary, this too will pass, put on a mask and live a little.” 
 
Thank you, 
 
Joel MacLeod and Amanda Downs 
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From: Anna-Marie Plessl 
Sent: September 14, 2020 11:48 AM 
To: derosap@hcdsb.org; guzzon@hcdsb.org; derosap@hcdsb.org 
Cc: comments@hcdsb.org; Jeremy Marsh 

Subject: A request for reading at the board meeting September 15th - please read aloud   

Dear Trustees, Director Daly and Mr. Chair, 

We want to take a moment to thank you for your diligence in preparing schools for a safe 
reopening last week. We understand this is unchartered territory and appreciate your efforts in 
keeping all of our students safe. 

We are writing today specifically regarding the motion for mandatory masking in grades JK-3 
and would like our letter to be read aloud at the meeting September 15th, 2020 .  

 
We made the decision to send our children back to in class learning based heavily on the policy 
of mandatory masking. This has become their new normal and this assists greatly in keeping 
them safe. To change the policy and reverse the decision seems like a bait and switch and 
greatly endangers our children.  
 
The numbers today are alarming. We have 313 new cases in Ontario. The highest level in 14 
weeks. Now is not the time to reverse a decision on mandatory masking. 
 
While we entirely understand young children will find it difficult to be masked all day all of the 
time (the kindies may need breaks), there is very much a 'pack' mentality with these young 
ones. They are resilient and they look to their peers and the adults around them and very often 
follow suit more easily than we could imagine. When all of their friends are wearing them, it is 
easier to view this as normal. We fear that if you make masking optional, it will be much more 
difficult for the young children to understand why they must wear them if their friends are not. 
 
The initial decision from the Board to make masks mandatory for all students gave us great 
confidence. We were proud of our Board to make it a blanket policy to keep all of our students 
safe. 
 
We are asking that you kindly respect the decision so many families made based on the 
mandatory masks for all policy. Please do not make this optional for grades JK-3. 
 
Keeping our children safe is of paramount importance for all of us and we truly appreciate all of 
your efforts. 
 
Sincerely 
Anna-Marie & Jeremy Marsh 
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Sent: September 9, 2020 10:20 PM 
To: Karabela, Helena <KarabelaH@hcdsb.org>; DeRosa, Peter <DeRosaP@hcdsb.org>; O'Brien, Timothy 
<O'BrienT@hcdsb.org>; Guzzo, Nancy <GuzzoN@hcdsb.org>; Agnew, Brenda <AgnewB@hcdsb.org>; 
O'Hearn-Czarnota, Janet <O'Hearn-CzarnotaJ@hcdsb.org>; Murphy, Patrick <MurphyP@hcdsb.org>; 
Duarte, Marvin <DuarteM@hcdsb.org>; Comments <Comments@hcdsb.org>; DiPietro, Rosie 
<DiPietroR@hcdsb.org> 
Subject: [<EXTERNAL>] Re: Masks for all grades 

 

Hello, 

 

I originally sent this email yesterday but realized I made some critical errors in the 

trustees that voted for or against the motion.  I have updated my email with the correct 

information.  

 

I give permission for this email to be used as part of the correspondence package in the 

September 15th Board meeting package.  Also, if possible, I’d like for it to be read out 

loud. 

 

I’m a concerned Halton Catholic School Board parent as I feel like my voice and others 

whom have the same concerns are not being heard in regards to the mandatory masks 

for all grades.   

 

Firstly, I want to say thank you to Helena Karabela and Tim O’Brien who voted against 

masks for all grades!  To the trustees who voted in favour of this motion, I’m 

disappointed in your position despite the strong presentation from the parent delegates 

whom I fully support!  

 

My daughter attends Lumen Christi in Milton and is going into grade 1 this year.  We 

were so excited to finally be heading back to school.  We love our school, the Principal 

& Vice Principal are amazing as well as all of the teachers and other staff.   

Up until the announcement was made on August 19th that masks would be mandatory 

for all grades, my husband and I intended on sending our daughter to school for in-

class learning.  Our hearts sank when the news was released that masks were now 

required for all grades.  My husband and I both feel very strongly against children 

wearing masks, we knew the best thing to do would be to keep our daughter 

home.  While we had toyed with the idea of fully removing her and Homeschooling, we 

decided to give virtual learning a try.  It doesn’t work very well for either of our work 

schedules but because we love her school dearly we did not want to completely 

withdraw her.   

We are hoping the mask mandates will be returned to grade 4 and above. 
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I have attached a link to the World Health Organization’s most recent report, dated June 

5th regarding the use of masks for Covid 19, for your review. 

There are many negative points I’d like to point out for your consideration.  

 

On page 5, it states “The use of cloth masks as an alternative to medical masks is not 

considered appropriate for protection of health workers due to limited available 

evidence.  One study that evaluated the use of cloth masks in a health care facility 

found that health care workers using cloth masks were at an increased risk of 

influenza like viruses.” 

 

While I do understand healthcare workers are working long hours, I’d consider a child 

wearing a mask for 4+ hours to be quite lengthy.  How is it healthy for a child to be 

wearing a mask that has the potential to cause influenza like illnesses?  

Cloth masks have become extremely popular, I see many local entrepreneurs making 

beautiful masks and many parents buying them for their children not realizing there are 

health risks associated with wearing them.  

Mandating a child to wear a mask that may cause other health concerns is 

unacceptable.  That is a risk that should be owned by the parent not the school board.   

While I understand this risk is based on cloth masks, I’ve had an extremely hard time 

finding evidence that mask wearing by any individual let alone children for lengthy 

periods of time does not cause any health concerns.  Not only that, but children learn 

communication through analyzing the faces of those they’re communicating with.  What 

effects will this have on my daughter?  Both on her physical health and her mental 

health. 

 

On pg 6 the report states “At present, there is no direct evidence (from studies on Covid 

19 and in healthy people in the community) on the effectiveness of universal masking of 

healthy people in the community to prevent infection with respiratory viruses including 

Covid 19. 

As well as “At the present time, the widespread use of of masks by healthy people in the 

community setting is not yet supported by high quality or direct scientific evidence and 

there are potential health benefits and harms to consider.” 

 

Again, if the WHO is stating there is no evidence, why are young children expected to 

wear masks? 

 

Pg 8 potential harms/disadvantages 

The likely disadvantages of the use of mask by healthy people in the general public 

include: 
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• potential increased risk of self-contamination due to the manipulation of a face mask 

and subsequently touching eyes with contaminated hands;(48, 49) 

• potential self-contamination that can occur if non- medical masks are not changed 

when wet or soiled. This can create favourable conditions for microorganism to amplify; 

• potential headache and/or breathing difficulties, depending on type of mask used; 

• potential development of facial skin lesions, irritant dermatitis or worsening acne, 

when used frequently for long hours;(50) 

• difficulty with communicating clearly; 

• potential discomfort;(41, 51) 

• a false sense of security, leading to potentially lower 

adherence to other critical preventive measures such as 

physical distancing and hand hygiene; 

• poor compliance with mask wearing, in particular by 

young children; 

• waste management issues; improper mask disposal 

leading to increased litter in public places, risk of 

contamination to street cleaners and environment hazard; 

• difficulty communicating for deaf persons who rely on lip reading; 

• disadvantages for or difficulty wearing them, especially 

for children, developmentally challenged persons, those with mental illness, elderly 

persons with cognitive impairment, those with asthma or chronic respiratory or 

breathing problems, those who have had facial trauma or recent oral maxillofacial 

surgery, and those living in hot and humid environments. 

With all of those potential harms/disadvantages, how can masks be mandated for all 

grades?  It just does not make any sense. 

I give permission for this email to be shared at the meeting.   

 

Thank you so much, 

 

Dena Mason  

 

 

WHO advice on the use of masks. 

 

https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/332293/WHO-2019-nCov-IPC_Masks-

2020.4-eng.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y 
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Dear Director Daly, Chair Iantomasi and Trustees, 

 

I am writing this letter on behalf of myself, my wife and our son who is currently enrolled in 

Grade 3 at an Oakville HCDSB school.  Our family is strongly in favour of the decision which 

was made to expand mandatory masking to all students attending in-person education at 

HCDSB and I would like to explain some of the reasons why we believe this policy should 

remain in effect. 

 

In July of this year, we welcomed a newborn son into our home.  Given the fact that his immune 

system is still very much developing, we have been taking as many precautions as were 

reasonable.  We have been closely monitoring changes in the understanding of how COVID-19 

is spread, the current conditions in Halton and Ontario, and the recommendations put forth by a 

variety of stakeholders.  All of this information informed our decision to send our eldest son back 

to in person learning which began last week.  The mask mandate, which was already in place 

when we confirmed our intent to return, was one such piece of information. 

 

To begin, I feel it is very important to state that those who are characterizing the decision to 

require masks for all children as “ignoring advice of medical professionals” to be extremely 

disingenuous. At best, it could be stated that there is no consensus on the best path forward.  

Medical professionals have clearly expressed opinions on both sides of this mask debate, 

debating the pros and cons of each argument.  For example, in the much cited Sick Kids 

Guidance for School Reopening, a full ⅓ of participating contributors suggested that they 

“supported the use of NMMs (non-medical masks) when physical distancing was not possible”. 1  

Nearly all of the remaining contributors prefaced their recommendation with the phrase “Given 

the current epidemiology…” which leads one to believe that this recommendation itself may 

change as conditions change. 

 

This brings me to my second point: the understanding of COVID-19 and the way it spreads, as 

well as the current state of the Province of Ontario, are not the same as they were when the 

Ministry of Education released its initial guidelines.  The weeks that have passed since the 

Ministry of Education released the “Guide to reopening Ontario’s schools” have seen a dramatic 

increase in the number of newly diagnosed cases.  Ontario is now showing more than 200 new 

cases per day, with a recent peak of 313 new cases on September 13, more than times higher 

than the 76 which were reported on the day the Sick Kids guidelines were released.2  Ontario’s 

Premier, Health Minister and many top doctors have noted that this is a time for increased 

caution, not lessening.  Minister of Health Christine Elliott has stated, "We do need to ensure 

that the progress we've made is not lost.  On this, the first day of school for many young 

Ontarians across the province, we need to do everything we can to limit the spread of 

                                                
1 Sick Kids, Recommendations for School Reopening, July 29, 2020, http://www.sickkids.ca/PDFs/About-

SickKids/81407-COVID19-Recommendations-for-School-Reopening-SickKids.pdf [Accessed September 
12, 2020] 
2 Government of Ontario, COVID-19 case data: All Ontario, September 13, 2020, https://covid-

19.ontario.ca/data [Accessed September 14,  2020] 
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COVID-19."3  Further, due to the nature of the novel coronavirus, new research is 

constantly being released which should be used to further inform these guidelines.  Earlier 

in the summer, the common understanding was that young children were not efficient 

spreaders of the disease, that they were often asymptomatic, and that children who did test 

positive acquired the disease at home rather than from other children; these assumptions 

almost certainly informed the initial Government masking policy. At the time, researchers 

agreed that there was little understanding about the effects of the corona virus on these 

youngest children due to the limited research available at the time.  Schools had closed 

early in the pandemic and with almost all social events cancelled children were seldomly in 

contact with each other at all.4 The WHO advice stops short of making any concrete 

suggestion, instead suggesting that local epidemiology should inform the decision while 

acknowledging that masking in children 6-11 may be necessary.  As previously noted, 

within Ontario the rising case COVID-19 case count indicates that we are again in a wave of 

increasing infectivity, another factor which to me would suggest this is not the correct time 

to loosen restrictions intended to stop the spread. 

 

Finally, studies have been released since the Ontario guidelines were first made public 

which should affect how the current epidemiology is viewed.  Several outbreaks around the 

world have led researchers to believe that children are much more efficient carriers and 

spreaders than previously theorized.5 One such study published in The Journal of Pediatrics 

by researchers from the Massachusetts General Hospital and Mass General Hospital for 

Children goes even further to state that children are in fact very efficient spreaders of the virus.  

“The authors say that although younger children have lower numbers of the virus receptor than 

older children and adults, this does not correlate with a decreased viral load. According to the 

authors, this finding suggests that children can carry a high viral load, meaning they are more 

contagious, regardless of their susceptibility to developing a COVID-19 infection.”6  The study 

goes on to explicitly recommend mask use for all ages: “Limiting the spread of SARS-CoV-2 

infections in children is of particular concern as schools plan for re-opening. Our findings 

suggest that it would be ineffective to rely on symptoms or temperature monitoring to identify 

SARS-CoV-2 infection. Instead, infection control measures should minimize the possibility of 

                                                
3 Ontario Minister of Health Christine Elliott, https://www.baytoday.ca/local-news/ontario-will-not-loosen-

public-health-rules-for-another-month-as-schools-reopen-elliott-2698089 
4 World Health Organization, Advice on the use of masks for children in the community in the context of 
Covid-19, August 21, 2020 
5 Caitlin McCabe, Wall Street Journal, Latest Research Points to Children Carrying, Transmitting 

Coronavirus, August 9, 2020, https://www.wsj.com/articles/latest-research-points-to-children-carrying-
transmitting-coronavirus-11596978001 [Accessed September 12, 2020] 
 
6 Health Europa, Breakthrough finding shows children are silent spreaders of COVID-19, August 21, 

2020, https://www.healtheuropa.eu/breakthrough-finding-shows-children-are-silent-spreaders-of-covid-

19/102285/ 
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viral spread, with focus on strategies including social distancing precautions, mask use, and/or 

remote learning.”7 

 

In closing, I believe that all trustees and the Board have the best interest of students, families 

and the community at heart when they make decisions such as these.  The ongoing debate 

regarding mandatory masking is one such issue where there is no clear solution; a variety of 

points have been raised on both sides.  However, in this circumstance I believe the best course 

of action is to err on the side of caution as the Board had previously acted.  If the policy is 

rescinded, there is a substantial increase to the risk of viral transmission among all students, 

staff and teachers in the classroom environment.  Our eldest son has already stated that he is 

hesitant to continue in-school education due to the virus, but we have calmed those fears by 

assuring him that the school and it's occupants are taking every precaution possible.  We, as a 

family, decided that appropriate precautions were taken in reopening schools and any change to 

this policy would affect that conclusion. If the proposed changes are approved, parents must 

have the opportunity to withdraw from school and enter online education without delay.    

 

Sincerely, 

 

Ian & Erin McCombe 

                                                
7 Lael M Yonker, MD, et al, Pediatric SARS-CoV-2: Clinical Presentation, Infectivity, and Immune 
Responses, August 19, 2020, https://www.jpeds.com/article/S0022-3476(20)31023-
4/fulltext#secsectitle0070 [Accessed Sept 12, 2020] 
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Date: September 13, 2020 at 11:02:59 PM EDT 
To: "Duarte, Marvin" <DuarteM@hcdsb.org> 
Subject: Thank You/Masks 

  

Dear Mr. Duarte: 
 
I hope you and your family are doing well during these challenging times. 
 
First of all, I just want to thank you for the work that you do and for most recently, being a 
voice to keep our schools safe.  I have watched the last few Board Meetings and I want to say 
that I appreciate the professional and kind way that you contribute information and interact 
with other trustees. You have stood out in this positive way and I had meant to relate these 
sentiments to your earlier. 
 
I also wanted to speak to the mandatory wearing of masks as it is my understanding that this 
topic will be discussed and looked at again at the next Board Meeting. Your are free to share my 
sentiments if it is helpful in any way. 
 
Presently, all students from K-12 are required to wear Masks in the Halton Catholic District 
School Board and for that,  myself and my colleagues are thankful. While I understand the many 
reasons some parents feel that the wearing of masks, especially in Kindergarten and the 
Primary Grades is unfair or cruel and as well have presented some reasoning that I understand 
and sympathize with, at the end of the day it all comes down to what is safe.  It comes down to 
valuing the health and life of others and their families in our community.  
 
We live in a community.  Everywhere outside the walls of the school, masks must be worn, 
recommended from 2 years of age on.  Everywhere we go and on the door of our school, it 
reiterates, "Physical Distancing- 2 meters".   But inside the school walls, we are distancing 
desks, "the best that we can". ..and now we want to consider not making masks mandatory? 
 
Wearing a mask is the kindness that we do for another, so that we do not pass on the virus if 
we have it to someone else.  I wear my mask to not spread any germs to my colleagues, parents 
I may interact with and the children in my class.  We still do not know enough about how Covid-
19 affects children but we seem to have an understanding that they seem to be carriers. I wear 
my mask to protect the children in my care because we do not know how susceptible they are 
to contracting the virus....why would we want to take that chance? I wear my mask to ensure 
that I also do not pass on the virus to family members at home. Parents, siblings, 
grandparents...  I and my colleagues and all adults in our schools would like to have the same 
care extended. 
 
Sometimes we do not give our children enough credit. As an educator, time and time again I 
see children at very young ages meet many challenges and "hit the bar" when it is raised for 
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them. For the last 8 years, I have taught Grade One and seen how my students love to make a 
difference.  When they know they are part of a community, such as our classroom and they 
understand that what they say and do affects others, they "step up to the plate". When I have 
had a student in my room who is Anaphylactic for Nuts, the children are constantly policing and 
on the look out for nuts and checking one another up to make sure their peers are safe. 
 
When children are told and understand why they are doing something, such as wearing masks, 
we empower them. When they are told that they need to wear a mask to keep others safe, 
they feel they are part of something important and they feel proud for doing good. I know this 
because I saw this  last week at school. They have reminded me with their effort to wear their 
mask that this is our new normal presently and that we are going to get through because we 
are all working together. I am able to breathe deeply and focus on my work only because I 
know we are ALL safe when are wearing our masks. I do know that if my students were not 
wearing masks that I would feel very unsafe and concerned for my colleagues and my family 
members. 
 
Not making masks mandatory for all students puts us in a gambling situation with the well 
being of our little ones and all students and adults in our learning community. It makes teachers 
feel unsafe which will make it very difficult for them to be fully present and deliver quality 
education. 
 
I would like to thank the Board of Education for their decision to make masks mandatory. I can 
tell you that your decision has made a difference already. It has made all staff in our schools 
feel safer and cared for. It has made us feel that the children in our care are safe, freeing us up 
from that worry, so that we can focus on planning and implementing exciting learning 
opportunities for the students in our care. 
 
Thank you for your representation as Trustee and the H.C.D.S.B for all that you have done 
already. 
 
Kindest Regards, 
 
Joanne McKay 
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Dear Director Daly, Chair Iantomasi, Trustees and Superintendents  
 
First, thank you all for your leadership and service, and for meeting the challenges presented by 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The decisions made by the board in preparation for school re-opening 
have been difficult. Although I have not agreed with all decisions made by the Board, overall I 
have been confident that these decisions will create a safe and healthy environment within 
which children can return to school. 
 
I am writing in support of the masking motion passed August 19 by the Board that makes 
wearing a mask within School property mandatory for all students, and to urge you not to 
succumb to the pressures of the vocal anti-masking minority. I am a parent with two children 
who attend Holy Rosary School in Burlington, one of whom will be directly impacted by this 
decision. My wife and I have decided to send our children back into the school setting based in 
part because we felt the decision by this Board to require masks and social distancing for all 
students, per global, federal, provincial and municipal health recommendations, would create 
an environment within which the risk of virus transmission would be sufficiently mitigated. 
Reversal of the masking mandate will shake my confidence in this Board and may make me 
reconsider my support.  If the Board chooses to rescind the masking mandate, I may have to 
send my children, and my funding, to the Halton District School Board. 
 
I remind you of your service to all HCDSB constituents.  This includes students and parents, 
teachers and other employees, as well as members of the broader community, including parish 
members and neighbours.  While the current understanding of the COVID-19 virus is that 
children are not as seriously impacted when they fall ill, they are nonetheless able to carry and 
transmit the virus.  Protection of the vulnerable extends beyond the school setting. 
 
Paul Muir, 
Parent, Holy Rosary School in Burlington 
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Dear Director Daly, Chair Iantomasi, Board trustees and superintendents, 
 
I am writing to you in support of the masking motion that was passed by our Board and to ask 
that you do not reverse this decision tonight in light of a small albeit vocal anti-masking 
minority. 
 
I am a graduate of Assumption highschool (class of 1995) and a teacher with our Board for 15 
years, currently at Corpus Christi highschool and both of my daughters (aged 6 and 12) attend 
Holy Rosary Elementary school in Burlington. 
 
As a mother, teacher, and ratepayer, the decision to reverse masking in students in Kindergarten 
to Grades 3 comes as a surprise to me and has both my husband and I greatly concerned as we 
based our decision on whether or not to send our children (specifically my 6-year old) back to 
school on the motion passed August 19th to ensure masking. This additional safeguard gave us 
the peace of mind and assurance of an added precautionary measure in line with provincial 
safety measures within public buildings. As recommended by top health professionals, masking 
is the best defense in keeping schools open and mitigating outbreaks where social distancing of 
the provincial standard of 2 metres is a challenge to ensure.  
 
After week one, I am encouraged by all the positive success stories I have seen and heard of our 
children abiding by the masking rule. They are easily sporting their own personalized masks and 
are proud to be contributing to a community effort to keep the spread of Covid-19 at bay in our 
schools. My own children are happily and easily donning their masks to do their part to protect 
their peers and families with immunocompromised members including their grandparents, in 
addition to their teachers whom they care deeply about.  
 
I would hate to have to make the tough decision to pull my youngest out of school should the 
motion be reversed. I would hate to have to tell her to go online instead when the majority of 
students, including my own classes in the highschool setting, have easily made the safe 
transition back to school in masks as it means so much to their personal and academic welfare. I 
would be very disheartened to know that our Catholic values of protecting the flock, of giving 
unto others, and of following Christ’s example of discipleship and leadership be abandoned in 
favour of those who seek to assert their own personal “rights”. We have all learned in quarantine 
that it takes the collective responsibility of our neighbours to safeguard health and security and 
this motion to reverse masking in K-3 flies in the face of scientific evidence and expertise. It 
means instead that many children beyond my own would need to sacrifice in person attendance 
of school and also signal a disregard for the health of others. Those who are in opposition to 
masking have been given alternative options and accommodations and it is unclear why these 
options are not being exercised and instead insist on threatening the welfare of the wider school 
community. I feel that following the advice offered by top health officials, both globally, 
provincially, and on a municipal level is prudent and has secured the low transmission rates we 
have achieved and for schools to ensure and prevent outbreaks of Covid-19, we must heed their 
lead.  
 
I implore you to follow the lead of experts in health, pediatrics, and Government and uphold the 
masking policy that you have in place.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Laura Pugliese-Muir  
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Sent: September 11, 2020 4:02 PM 
Subject: [<EXTERNAL>] Issue for September 15th Board Meeting - Mandatory Masks 

 

Good Afternoon 

I kindly request that my letter be read at the upcoming HCDSB meeting on September 

15th, 2020. 

Like many others, I’m a concerned Halton Catholic District School Board parent as I feel 

like our voices are not being heard regarding the mandatory masks for all grades.   

Firstly, I want to say thank you to those of you, who voted in favor to review the 

decision made regarding masks for all grades!  To the trustees who voted in favor of 

masks, I’m disappointed in your position despite the strong presentation from the 

parent delegates whom I fully support! 

When the announcement was made that masks would be mandatory for all grades, I 

hung my head and cried as I feel very strongly against children wearing masks.  My 

daughter is a bright young girl and does very well in school, but those last few months 

of the last school year were just awful... I'm a stay at home mom (I also have a 2-year-

old son); I have the luxury of being able to keep her home and I absolutely would have 

if I thought her education wouldn’t suffer.  Even more significant than that is her 

mental health as I truly believe in the importance of the in-person socialization that 

school brings.   We are catholic, but we seriously considered the option to transfer her 

to the public board until of course, their mask policy changed as well to include grades 

1 and up.  When that option was lost, I presented both the at school with a mask or the 

online options to my daughter and weighed the pros and cons of both.  Although she 

had concerns with wearing a mask for the whole day (particularly after learning her 

friend had an anxious episode and got sick IN her mask), she chose to go to school…. 

She chose to go because schooling at home proved mentally challenging for her and 

she truly wanted to be amongst a class of friends/peers.  As a citizen, I have and 

continue to follow guidelines/laws re: wearing masks, keeping distance, sanitizing and 

washing hands when I come home.  As a parent, I have taught my daughter to do the 

same for the few occasions that she has been in public amongst others. If we continue 

to do this and she does this in school, I have no reason to think that I nor she will bring 

covid home or pass it along to anyone else.  As well, numerous health experts have 

indicated that children under the age of 10 are at a very low risk of 

contracting/transmitting covid.  If you add this to the distancing, washing and 

sanitizing, these children ARE already doing enough to keep themselves and others safe 

without requiring masks…. Also, parks have been opened for some time now, kids have 

been sharing the use of the equipment, some have been playing with a small circle of 
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close friends and I have not heard of any concerns.  My children haven’t so much as 

gotten a cold in months …because she respected the guidelines of washing, sanitizing 

etc… all without wearing a mask.   

On my daughter’s first day of junior kindergarten while I cried both happy and sad 

tears, my daughter, with a huge smile on her face said, “Bye mommy” and happily and 

with absolutely zero fear, practically ran toward the school. 

However today…. Today was a different experience.  We arrived at the school for her 

first day of grade 2 at a new school…she was hesitant but still excited.  Then we put on 

our masks and walked to the door… it was time to say goodbye.  I, with my usually 

teary eyes (proud of my girl and thinking how I will miss her) expected my girl to give 

me a big hug, kiss and happily walk into the school.  Instead, she full on cried…. IN her 

mask. My daughter, (who suffers from nosebleeds in drier months) CRIED with her 

mask on.  I wiped away her tears, hugged her (as no one else is allowed to physically 

comfort my child anymore) and along with 4 staff members (including the very kind 

principal) and a fellow student in her class, tried to convince her that it would be ok and 

she will have a great day…. We were the last parent/child to be at the school and it 

took a while, but she went in.  Now I get to have that experience in my mind all day, 

worried until I see her again. 

We are hoping the mask mandates will be reconsidered.  

I have included below a link to the World Health Organization’s most recent report, 

dated June 5th regarding the use of masks for COVID 19, for your review.  There are 

many negative points I’d like to point out for your consideration.... 

On page 5, it states “The use of cloth masks as an alternative to medical masks is not 

considered appropriate for the protection of health workers due to limited available 

evidence.  One study that evaluated the use of cloth masks in a health care facility 

found that health care workers using cloth masks were at an increased risk of influenza-

like viruses.” 

While I do understand healthcare workers are working long hours (wearing a medical-

grade mask), I consider a child wearing a mask for 4+ hours to be quite lengthy.  How 

is it healthy for a child to be wearing a mask that has the potential to cause influenza-

like illnesses?  

Cloth masks have become extremely popular, I see many local entrepreneurs making 

beautiful masks and many parents buying them for their children not realizing there are 

health risks associated with wearing them.  There are also no guidelines of the 

materials that are used for those masks, the source of the fabric (many of those masks 

contain a color dye or/and glue that is harmful to breathing in). 
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Mandating a child to wear a mask that may cause other health concerns is 

unacceptable.  That is a risk that should be owned by the parent, not the school board!   

While I understand this risk is based on cloth masks, I’ve had an extremely hard time 

finding evidence that mask-wearing by any individual let alone children for lengthy 

periods of time does not cause any health concerns.  Not only that, but children learn 

communication by analyzing the faces of those they’re communicating with.  What long-

term effects will this have on our children?  Both on their physical health and mental 

health. 

On pg 6 the report states “At present, there is no direct evidence (from studies on 

COVID 19 and in healthy people in the community) on the effectiveness of universal 

masking of healthy people in the community to prevent infection with respiratory 

viruses including COVID 19. 

As well as “At the present time, the widespread use of masks by healthy people in the 

community setting is not yet supported by high quality or direct scientific evidence and 

there are potential health benefits and harms to consider.” 

Again, if the WHO is stating there is no evidence, why are young children expected to 

wear masks?  

Pg 8 potential harms/disadvantages 

The likely disadvantages of the use of a mask by healthy people in the general public 

include: 

• potential increased risk of self-contamination due to the manipulation of a face mask 

and subsequently touching eyes with contaminated hands;(48, 49) 

• potential self-contamination that can occur if non- medical masks are not changed 

when wet or soiled. This can create favorable conditions for microorganism to amplify; 

• potential headache and/or breathing difficulties, depending on the type of mask used; 

• potential development of facial skin lesions, irritant dermatitis or worsening acne, 

when used frequently for long hours;(50) 

• difficulty with communicating clearly; 

• potential discomfort;(41, 51) 

• a false sense of security, leading to potentially lower adherence to other critical 

preventive measures such a physical distancing and hand hygiene; 

• poor compliance with mask-wearing, particularly by young children; 

• waste management issues; improper mask disposal leading to increased litter in public 

places, risk of contamination to street cleaners and environment hazard; 
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• difficulty communicating for deaf persons who rely on lip-reading; 

• disadvantages for or difficulty wearing them, especially for children, developmentally 

challenged persons, those with mental illness, elderly persons with cognitive 

impairment, those with asthma or chronic respiratory or breathing problems, those who 

have had facial trauma or recent oral maxillofacial surgery, and those living in hot and 

humid environments. 

With all of those potential harms/disadvantages, how can masks be mandated for all 

grades?  It just does not make any sense.  I am reaching out to you today asking to 

advocate on our behalf and do what is best for our children, the future of this 

community, and this country! 

 

Thank you for your time,  

  

Sabrina Ruggiero 

  

WHO advice on the use of masks.... 

https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/332293/WHO-2019-nCov-IPC_Masks-

2020.4-eng.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y  
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Sent: September 12, 2020 5:54 PM 
To: Iantomasi, Vincent <IantomasiV@hcdsb.org>; Duarte, Marvin <DuarteM@hcdsb.org>; Murphy, 
Patrick <MurphyP@hcdsb.org>; Karabela, Helena <KarabelaH@hcdsb.org>; O’BrienT@hcdsb.org; 
czarnotaj@hcdsb.org; DeRosa, Peter <DeRosaP@hcdsb.org>; Guzzo, Nancy <GuzzoN@hcdsb.org>; 
Agnew, Brenda <AgnewB@hcdsb.org> 
Cc: DiPietro, Rosie <DiPietroR@hcdsb.org> 
Subject: [<EXTERNAL>] Mandatory masks 
 
Good afternoon Trustees 
 
I understand that a motion has been made to amend the original motion that requires students from K-3 
to wear masks in the HCDSB.  I am in support of mandatory masks in all HCDSB schools.  I live in Milton 
and have two children with the HCDSB; a son at Guardian Angels and a daughter at St FX.  Schools in our 
area are so overcrowded that there is no possible way to maintain social distancing.  As COVID cases 
begin to rise again, wearing masks, along with handwashing/sanitizing are our best line of defence, 
particularly in schools that are overcrowded.   
 
We need to do our part to keep our teachers and students as safe as possible and we need to put the 
constant debate of this issue to rest.  Families have chosen whether or not to send their children to 
school based in part on the mandatory mask policy.  Please do not make any changes to the original 
motion requiring all students to wear masks.  
 
Please include my email in board correspondence.   
 
Thank you  
Jennifer Santos  
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Sent: September 14, 2020 11:46 AM 
To: Iantomasi, Vincent <IantomasiV@hcdsb.org>; Agnew, Brenda <AgnewB@hcdsb.org>; O'Brien, 
Timothy <O'BrienT@hcdsb.org> 
Subject: [<EXTERNAL>] Masks for students JK-Grade 3 

 
Good evening Director and Trustees, 
 
I am writing to you regarding the mandatory mask rule for students JK to Grade 3. I would like my email 
to be read at the next Board meeting, Tuesday, September 15. 
 
As a mother of two students in these age groups, and as someone whose senior parents live with her, I 
highly encourage the use of masks for all students in our board. 
 
I understand Halton Region - specifically residents of Burlington - have done a stellar job at keeping the 
spread of COVID to a minimum in our community. However, considering some teachers and other 
school staff live outside Halton Region, the risk of them contracting COVID and potentially bringing the 
virus to our schools is one of the most important reasons as to why masks must be mandatory.  
 
I know my living situation is unique; not every family lives in a multi-generational home. However, there 
are many parents who rely on grandparents to pick up their children from school. While I am able to 
pick up my children most days, we do reside under the same roof as my parents. I do not want to expose 
them to the virus anymore than they need to be. Not only that, but my husband, my children and I do 
not want to contract the disease ourselves. 
 
Speaking in general terms, many are growing tired of wearing masks and staying physically distant from 
one another. But it is these very things that are causing the number of COVID cases to increase in 
Ontario. As of today (Monday, September 14), there are 313 new cases in the province - the highest 
level since June. And school has just started for many of us. Imagine how much higher that number 
could - and likely will - grow as in person schooling continues. 
 
Again, I know the numbers for Halton Region remain low and I pray it stays that way. However, we must 
remain proactive. There is a reason why our numbers have remained low and it's because we as adults 
and children have been following the rules set out by our health experts.  
 
Please do not reverse the mandatory mask rule. Our children are doing a great job at wearing their 
masks, sanitizing/washing their hands, and remaining distant from others. And our teachers and school 
staff are doing a fantastic job in caring for their students - please remember, this is about keeping them 
safe, too. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
Nicole Seixeiro 
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Sent: September 13, 2020 10:24 AM 
To: Guzzo, Nancy <GuzzoN@hcdsb.org>; Agnew, Brenda <AgnewB@hcdsb.org>; DeRosa, Peter 
<DeRosaP@hcdsb.org>; Duarte, Marvin <DuarteM@hcdsb.org>; Iantomasi, Vincent 
<IantomasiV@hcdsb.org>; Karabela, Helena <KarabelaH@hcdsb.org>; Murphy, Patrick 
<MurphyP@hcdsb.org>; O'Brien, Timothy <O'BrienT@hcdsb.org>; O'Hearn-Czarnota, Janet <O'Hearn-
CzarnotaJ@hcdsb.org> 
Subject: [<EXTERNAL>] Correspondence for Trustee meeting Tuesday September 15  
  
To the Board of Trustees  
 
I am a mother of 2 children who attend elementary school in this board (grades 3 and 6).  
 
Please include this email in the correspondence to be considered during any discussion and any further 
voting on the question of masks in K-3. 
 
1. Reliance on Board Decisions 
 
Firstly, I want the board to be clear that I (and many other parents) relied upon the decision that was 
made by this board to require masks for all grades when we decided to send our children back to in-
class learning.  This played a major role in our decision. 
 
 
 2. Chair acting without authority  
 
Secondly, I cannot begin to express my extreme disappointment as I continue to watch this board try to 
make decisions during a world crisis.  Chair Iantomasi’s constant belittling of some of the female board 
members is shocking and embarrassing to listen to,  as is his inability to steer a meeting fairly and 
respectfully.   
 
I have listened in on the numerous recent meetings and every time I have been appalled at the 
unprofessional, and often childish, squabbles that take place between the trustees and the Chair. This is 

in clear contradiction with the role of the Chair of the Board under Section 218.4(h) of the 
Education Act which states that the Chair should “provide leadership to the 
board in maintaining the board’s focus on the board’s mission and vision”.   
 

The Chair now allowing this motion to “re-vote” on the mask issues to 
appear on the agenda is yet another example of how he is failing in his role 
to lead and guide the board meetings. 
 
 
3. Trustees acting outside their authority  
 
I also believe that the board of trustees would all be acting outside their authority if another vote is 
taken on the masking of grades K-3.  
 

149

mailto:sawsanselwyn@gmail.com
mailto:GuzzoN@hcdsb.org
mailto:AgnewB@hcdsb.org
mailto:DeRosaP@hcdsb.org
mailto:DuarteM@hcdsb.org
mailto:IantomasiV@hcdsb.org
mailto:KarabelaH@hcdsb.org
mailto:MurphyP@hcdsb.org


I do not believe that voting on a matter that has already been passed by a majority vote is permitted if 
there has not been any new scientific discovery  since the last vote. Furthermore, any suggestion that 
this new motion is somehow not a vote on the same issue but an amendment is incorrect when you will 
clearly be voting on the exact same subject matter and exactly reversing what was previously passed. On 
this issue alone, I strongly suggest that the board obtain a clear and categorical clarification by way of a 
legal opinion that this is permitted under the laws governing the operation of this board and prior to this 
board meeting.   
 
I would remind the entire board and specifically Trustee Karabela that it is their responsibility as trustees 

under the Education Act at section 218.1(e) to “uphold the implementation of any 
board resolution after it is passed by the board” rather than undermine it 
because they are concerned to please a few parents who have been vocal 
in their disagreement with that decision. 
 
 
4. Public Confidence & Lack of any New Evidence  
 
If there is no compelling NEW evidence, facts or discoveries since the matter was last voted on (“new” 
meaning actually new - not just new to the trustees or newly presented as otherwise we would be in 
stuck in loop which would never end because someone will always have more to say), then there cannot 
be any valid reason for the matter to be up for a vote again.  
 
For the sake of keeping the public’s confidence in this board of trustees I ask that you ensure that the 
previous decisions which was fairly and clearly voted upon is now upheld. 
 
How can we as parents continue to trust this board if decisions they make at one meeting can be 
overturned within weeks without any valid reason? 
 
 
 
 
If the board is truly concerned that there has been a mishandling of this matter then perhaps the next 
logical step is further investigation into the science and a clear unequivocal opinion from public health 
confirming whether there is fundamentally any health risk associated with younger children wearing 
masks which cannot be mitigated against - I suggest this would clearly not be forthcoming since children 
aged over 2 years old are mandated to wear masks in other indoor public spaces. 
 
So if there is not any strong health reason to overturn the previous decision, then the fact that some 
members of the public are standing behind “anti-mask” rhetoric and presenting cherry picked 
statements from scientific articles is not a good enough reason to vote again on a matter that has 
already been settled and upon which thousands of parents made their decisions to return their children 
to school this year.  
 
Thank you 
 
Sawsan Selwyn  
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-----Original Message----- 

Sent: September 13, 2020 12:25 AM 

To: Daly, Patrick <DalyP@hcdsb.org> 

Cc: Agnew, Brenda <AgnewB@hcdsb.org>; Iantomasi, Vincent <IantomasiV@hcdsb.org>; 

Duarte, Marvin <DuarteM@hcdsb.org>; Karabela, Helena <KarabelaH@hcdsb.org>; Murphy, 

Patrick <MurphyP@hcdsb.org>; DeRosa, Peter <DeRosaP@hcdsb.org>; DiPietro, Rosie 

<DiPietroR@hcdsb.org>; Guzzo, Nancy <GuzzoN@hcdsb.org>; o'hearnczanotaj@hcdsb.org; 

o'btient@hcdsb.org 

Subject: [<EXTERNAL>] Support for Mandated Masks For All Students  

 

Good evening, 

 

I am writing to you as a parent with young children that are students with the HCDSB.  

 

I was extremely disappointed to hear that the ruling of mandatory masks for all students will be 

discussed once again at the next Board meeting and possibly overturned. My support for the 

motion is to remain as is. 

 

 The initial ruling was made for a reason, to ensure the safety of our students and staff. We do 

not have the financial capabilities to ensure proper physical distancing within our classrooms 

and wearing masks is the next best preventative measure to keep everyone protected and avoid 

another wave of outbreaks. Over 40% of our students are in the JK- Grade 3 range. That is a lot 

of students not protecting themselves or those around them. There are many students who, due 

to medical and health reasons,  cannot attend in class instruction if classmates are not wearing 

masks. That is not providing an inclusive environment for all children, something that I know our 

Board consistently strives to do.  

 

Both my daughter and son are fortunately healthy children. But if I had known at the time that 

the Parent Surveys were sent out and due back, that not all students would be mandated to 

wear masks, I would have made the decision to keep them at home for online learning. I would 

not have faith that my children’s health was being treated as a top priority. So many parents 

made their decisions based on the board mandating masks for all students. If this ruling gets 

overturned, what options will parents be given? Will we then be allowed to change our decision 

before Thanksgiving? To pull them out of in class instruction immediately? As an office assistant 

at one of our schools, I don’t think I have to explain to anyone what a nightmare that would be 

to re organize and re structure classes yet again within the first month of school. In which the 

students, parents, admin and staff have all already dealt with so much uncertainty and 

disruption.   

 

As a single mother, will the near $400 I spent on new uniform items be reimbursed? If I had 

known at the time I was requested to make my decision that there was a possibility that not all 

students would be wearing masks, I would not have had a need to purchase any uniform pieces.  
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If I pull them out of in-school instruction, they will not be requiring a uniform any longer, 

making it an unnecessary and expensive purchase I had to make.  

 

Please include my correspondence as support for the motion to NOT be reversed and included 

at the Board meeting. 

 

Thank you for your time, 

 

Marijana Shannon  
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Sent: September 14, 2020 1:44 PM 
To: Duarte, Marvin <DuarteM@hcdsb.org>; Karabela, Helena <KarabelaH@hcdsb.org>; Guzzo, Nancy 
<GuzzoN@hcdsb.org>; DeRosa, Peter <DeRosaP@hcdsb.org>; Murphy, Patrick <MurphyP@hcdsb.org>; 
O'Hearn-Czarnota, Janet <O'Hearn-CzarnotaJ@hcdsb.org>; O'Brien, Timothy <O'BrienT@hcdsb.org>; 
Agnew, Brenda <AgnewB@hcdsb.org>; Iantomasi, Vincent <IantomasiV@hcdsb.org>; DiPietro, Rosie 
<DiPietroR@hcdsb.org>; Daly, Patrick <DalyP@hcdsb.org> 
Subject: [<EXTERNAL>] Maintain Mandatory Masking for JK - Grade 3 Students - Please read my note at 
the September 15 Board Meeting 

 

Dear Trustees, Mr. Director and Mr. Chair, 

 

I am writing in regard to the motion on mandatory masking for JK to Grade 3 students. I 

am requesting that this note be read aloud during the September 15th meeting. 

 

I am in favour of mandatory masking for all students, including those in junior kindergarten to 

grade 3. I was really pleased with the board's decision to make masking mandatory for all 

students. It gave us confidence in sending our children back to school. As we know, 

physical distancing in kindergarten classrooms and grade school classrooms is very difficult. I 

believe it is important to take every step we can to protect the health of our teachers and 

students.  

 

I believe our children are very resilient and adaptable and will adjust to wearing masks. I have a 

son in senior kindergarten and a daughter in grade 2. They both started school last week and both 

of them barely even mentioned having to wear a mask. They said it was not a big deal and they 

had no issues wearing the mask. My 5 year old son has asthma and he wears glasses (that can fog 

up with a mask on) and he did amazingly well wearing his mask when indoors. Children are 

given breaks at school where they can go outside and take off their masks. 

 

If masking is no longer mandatory, it will be very hard to encourage children to wear their 

masks. If they see their peers not wearing masks at school or taking off their masks part way 

through the day, they will be far less motivated to wear a mask themselves.  

 

With the number of Covid-19 on the rise in Ontario and Halton, I think it is important that we put 

faith in our kids and do everything we can to protect the health and safety of teachers and 

students. Please keep masks mandatory for all students in school. 

 

Thank you, 

Stephanie Smith 
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Date: September 11, 2020 at 10:19:21 AM EDT 

To: "Iantomasi, Vincent" <IantomasiV@hcdsb.org>, "Duarte, Marvin" <DuarteM@hcdsb.org>, 

"Agnew, Brenda" <AgnewB@hcdsb.org>, "O'Brien, Timothy" <O'BrienT@hcdsb.org>, 

"O'Hearn-Czarnota, Janet" <O'Hearn-CzarnotaJ@hcdsb.org>, "Murphy, Patrick" 

<MurphyP@hcdsb.org>, "DeRosa, Peter" <DeRosaP@hcdsb.org>, "Guzzo, Nancy" 

<GuzzoN@hcdsb.org>, "Karabela, Helena" <KarabelaH@hcdsb.org>, "Daly, Patrick" 

<DalyP@hcdsb.org> 

Cc: "Gubert, Nicholas" <GubertN@hcdsb.org>, "Kelly, Kirsten" <KellyK@hcdsb.org>, 

"Roshdy, Joseph" <RoshdyJ@hcdsb.org> 

Subject: [<EXTERNAL>]  Mandatory Masks - to be read at the Sept.15 board meeting 

  
Dear Director Daly and Trustees, 
 
I kindly ask that the following letter be read aloud during the September 15, 2020 Board 
Meeting. 
 
I am the parent of four children who attend HCDSB schools (one at Loyola and three at St. 
Matthew). We love our schools and have much appreciation for the wonderful teachers and staff 
who work tirelessly to make them a place where our children can learn and develop as God 
created them to. I am also an elementary teacher, with 19 years' experience teaching children 
from Kindergarten to Grade 5. I am writing to you today to express my deep concerns with the 
Board’s revised masking policy, making masks mandatory for students in Kindergarten to Grade 
3. It is my hope that the Board will reverse this decision and follow the recommendations of 
Health Canada and Halton Region Public Health, namely that masks be optional for children in 
Kindergarten to Grade 3. 
 
As an educator, the safety of my students will always be my primary concern, and as such, I 
understand the incredible role the Board plays in helping to keep students and staff safe at 
school. I recognize, however, that us teachers, Board staff and trustees are not medical 
experts. To honour my commitment to my students, then, I turn to medical experts for advice on 
how to keep my students healthy and safe. I fail to understand why trustees are permitted to 
vote on such critical health-related issues as masking. You are not medical experts and are 
therefore not qualified to make decisions that can impact the health of students. Further, you 
failed to obtain sufficient input from key stakeholders (us parents!) when making such a 
momentous decision. The emails of a handful of parents expressing their personal opinions on 
the matter does not qualify as adequate stakeholder input. The change.org petition that was 
referenced during the September 1, 2020 Board Meeting (“HCDSB No Mandatory Masks for 
Children in JK-Grade 3”) now has over 2180 signatures! Why have you chosen to ignore these 
parents who clearly do not agree with your decision? 
 
We have all heard the Sick Kids report and its guidance regarding masks for elementary 
students. The report clearly indicates that the majority of the report’s contributors (namely 
medical experts from CHEO, Holland Bloorview Kids Rehabilitation Hospital, Kingston Health 
Sciences Centre, McMaster Children’s Hospital, Unity Health Toronto, along with 
epidemiologists and public health physicians) do not recommend the use of NMMs for 
elementary school students, and further state that “when transmission in the community is 
low” [as it currently is in Halton], “the use of NMMs throughout the entire school day should not 
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be mandatory for elementary, middle or high school students returning to school.” These 
guidelines are echoed by Health Canada in the Government of Canada’s COVID-19 Guidance 
for Schools Kindergarten to Grade 12 document, which states that “based on the current 
evidence of COVID-19 transmission, NMMs are recommended in children/youth over 10 
years”). This is further reflected by Halton Region Public Health in their Recommendations for 
School Reopening 2020-2021, under PPE: “to the extent that physical distancing may not be 
possible, the use of non-medical masks for students in Grades 4-12”. Halton Region’s Medical 
Officer of Health, Dr. Hamidah Meghan, also recommends “having older children wear face 
coverings” in her list of measures schools can take to protect students. Why are you ignoring 
the advice of medical experts? 
 
Many argue that children are resilient, and that they can learn how to wear masks. I find such 
statements highly disturbing. This isn’t about what children CAN learn to do, but what is BEST 
for our children’s health and development. The use of masks in young children may hinder a 
child’s speech and language development (e.g., phonemic awareness; proper pronunciation of 
letter sounds), can lead to emotional and intellectual delays (e.g., delays in developing 
empathy), and can have a negative impact on a child’s mental health (e.g., anxiety). Children 
are also likely to self-contaminate their masks and wear them inappropriately, thus creating a 
breeding ground for harmful bacteria. One further point that many have not considered is with 
regards to lunch. Children will be sitting at their desks (or tables), within 2m of each other, with 
masks removed, during the lunch period (approx., 20-30 minutes). They will be eating and 
socializing with their peers, mask free! If it is safe to sit, eat and talk without a mask for this 
prolonged period of time, then why wouldn’t it be safe during other times in the school day? 
Does COVID-19 not spread during lunch time?  
 
Several school boards in Ontario are encouraging, but not requiring, the use of face masks in 
Kindergarten to Grade 3. York Region District School Board, York Catholic District School 
Board, and Durham Catholic District School Board are three in the GTA that are encouraging, 
but not mandating, NMMs for their youngest students.  
 
Trustees, I am asking you to follow the recommendations of our trusted health authorities and 
reverse your decision to make masks mandatory for students in Kindergarten to Grade 3. 
Please allow parents to make this decision for their children! Amending the language in the 
policy to reflect that students in K-3 are encouraged to wear a mask would be a suitable 
compromise. 
 
I thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Titsa Starogiannis, M.Sc.Ed., OCT 
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Sent: September 13, 2020 9:40 PM 
To: Agnew, Brenda <AgnewB@hcdsb.org>; O'Brien, Timothy <O'BrienT@hcdsb.org>; Iantomasi, Vincent 
<IantomasiV@hcdsb.org>; Daly, Patrick <DalyP@hcdsb.org> 
Subject: [<EXTERNAL>] Masks for K-gr 3 debate revisited again 

 
Good Evening Director Daly, Mr. Chair Iantomasi, Trustees Agnew, and Trustee O'Brien, please include 
this in the correspondence at the meeting. 
 
I have listened to all of the recent board meetings and heard all of the back and forth about the 
manditory masks debates for the K to threes. I would like to give my reasons for why I am grateful for 
the HCDSB for making mask wearing mandatory for all students and wish for you to keep it that way. 
 
My daughter is a grade one at St. Anne Elementary in Burlington. I am a secondary teacher in Burlington 
in this board and my husband is a secondary teacher in Milton in the public board. We also have a young 
daughter, under the age of two, who is at a home daycare with four other children who all have a 
teacher parent in a variety of schools across both levels and both Halton boards. My mother is a 
principal in a large Peel elementary school, and we rely on my dad who works from home for PD day 
child care. I list all this to show the that my family, who is not particularly unique, has a very large 
network of contact. We are fully in it and we cannot keep our bubble small because of our 
circumstances and professions.  
 
My family is committed to mask wearing because we know that on any given day we all come into 
contact with well over the recommended number as family. We recognize that if one of us got sick, the 
implications for contact tracing would be huge. We recognize that we are not the only family in this 
situation and because of that we urge you to keep your mask policy in place for all students. As a parent 
and teacher and community member I urge you all to remember that not everyone can keep their 
bubble small despite best efforts, and that our youngest students are the most resilient and adaptable 
to change. My grade one student is happy to pick out two marks to wear each day, they are fun colours 
and patterns and she knows she is doing her part to prevent the spread of Covid-19.  At six, she 
understands what it means if numbers go back up and does what she can to be apart of the solution; 
washing her hands, physical distancing and wearing her mask in public indoor places, which includes her 
classroom. 
 
Making the hard decisions are not always the popular choice, but I commend you for doing it and urge 
you to stay the course. If we don't commit to giving it a chance just because it is hard, what are we 
teaching our students?  
 
Thank you for your commitment to our students during this difficult time.  
 
Sincerely, 
Ms. ErinTolan-Hume  
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Sent: September 14, 2020 11:50 PM 
To: Iantomasi, Vincent <IantomasiV@hcdsb.org>; duartem@hcdab.org; Agnew, Brenda 
<AgnewB@hcdsb.org>; O'Brien, Timothy <O'BrienT@hcdsb.org>; o'hearnczarnotaj@hcdsb.org; Murphy, 
Patrick <MurphyP@hcdsb.org>; Guzzo, Nancy <GuzzoN@hcdsb.org>; Karabela, Helena 
<KarabelaH@hcdsb.org> 
Cc: Daly, Patrick <DalyP@hcdsb.org> 
Subject: [<EXTERNAL>] "Return to School" Masks 

 

This is an open letter to the elected trustees of the Halton Catholic District School Board and to 
the Director of Education, Mr. Pat Daly.  It is being sent in anticipation of the subject matter 
receiving further consideration at the board of trustee meeting on Tuesday, September 15th. 
 
As a father of three (3) boys I have been looking forward to the 2020/21 school year for several 
years as it represented the only year that the boys would be in the same school, at the same 
time.  The boys are part of the Saint John Paul II community in Oakville and had we been living 
in a "normal" world they would be in class today in grades 8, 5 and junior kindergarten (JK) at 
SJP II.  However, with the state of the world as it is, the pleasant thoughts I had of my boys 
walking to and from school together have been wiped away and replaced with a computer 
monitor and "virtual education".  I will not use this forum as an opportunity to go in depth on 
the Covid-19 virus other than to say that we as humans live in a world of constant risk, it is a 
fact that if the speed limit on the highways was 10km/h in lieu of 100km/h and automobiles 
were made to only go a maximum of 10km/h then there would be no fatalities on highways, 
zero ; and annually thousands of lives would be saved.  However, we do not, can not and should 
not live like that, we can't be bound by fear. 
 
With that in mind, Covid 19 does carry a level a certain level of risk into our world and 
ultimately our school environment, however subjecting children to the physical and mental 
trauma of wearing masks all day in school carries even greater risk.  We decided to keep our 
boys home from school to start the year, not due to fear of the virus but due to the potential 
harmful effects of them wearing a mask all day long at school.  The reality is that we are not 
thrilled with them having all the "screen time" either as a result of the virtual school, it is not a 
great option either.  The best case scenario for all children is to be in school and without a 
mask.  Obviously the government has decided against this, but did leave the door open for 
children from grades 3 and below to be in school without a mask.  I urge you to reconsider your 
board decision to mask these, the most innocent children in the board and allow them to be in 
school without a mask. My youngest son should not be stuck in front of a computer monitor 
nor should he be forced to wear a mask  to go to school....he is 4 years old....4!  Let children be 
children, let them be in school without masks, let them have some innocence in a world that is 
so keen to take it away from them.  The right thing for the board to do is to reverse it's decision 
and allow these young children to be in school without masks. 
 
Regards, 
Darnell Vrban  
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Dear Trustees, Director Daly, and Mr Chair,  
 
First, we would like to thank you all for the many hours you have put into preparing our schools 
for a safe reopening. This is new territory for everyone.  
 
We are writing to you today in regard to the upcoming motion on the mandatory mask policy 
for JK to Grade 3 students. We are requesting that this note be included in the official agenda, 
and for this note to be read aloud during the September 15th meeting.  
 
We have a daughter entering Senior Kindergarten this coming September. We have watched 
every board meeting this summer, and we are very much in favour of mandatory masking for 
all students.  
 
The board's decision to make masks mandatory gave us a lot of confidence in our decision to 
send our daughter back to school. We have no expectation that every 4- and 5-year-old will 
wear their masks perfectly all day, including our daughter, but we have been practicing with 
her, encouraging her, and explaining to her the reason why we are all wearing masks - to keep 
ourselves and everyone else safe so that we can keep schools open and everyone healthy. She 
understands the reasoning, and she's mostly gotten the hang of it. However, I also know that 
most children, our daughter included, will be far less motivated to wear their masks if the 
masking policy is optional and other families choose to send their child without a mask. The 
bottom line is that the more normal wearing a mask is, the more likely the class as a whole will 
find success in wearing masks. They are all in it together and will find great support in their 
peers.  
 
It worries us greatly that the decision to make masks mandatory may be reversed after parents 
made decisions about whether or not to send their children back to school. It is simply not fair 
to essentially bait-and-switch families for whom the policy weighed greatly into their decisions. 
Children are amazingly resilient, and take their cues from the adults around them, parents and 
teachers alike. The more normal we make masks, the more our children will be comfortable 
wearing them. We can trust that our children will adjust and thrive in this new environment, 
with the support, guidance, and love from those around them.   
 
With this in mind, we ask the board to please respect the choices that families made around 
sending their children to school with the policies in place when they were asked for a decision.  
 
All of us together, with the support of a mandatory mask policy for all students, can keep our 
schools safe and healthy; we all can and should do our part to prevent the spread.  
 
Sincerely,  
Lauren & George Wallis  
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Sent: September 15, 2020 1:17 PM 
To: Duarte, Marvin <DuarteM@hcdsb.org>; Iantomasi, Vincent <IantomasiV@hcdsb.org>; Agnew, 
Brenda <AgnewB@hcdsb.org>; O'Brien, Timothy <O'BrienT@hcdsb.org>; czarnotaj@hcdsb.org; Murphy, 
Patrick <MurphyP@hcdsb.org>; DeRosa, Peter <DeRosaP@hcdsb.org>; Guzzo, Nancy 
<GuzzoN@hcdsb.org>; Karabela, Helena <KarabelaH@hcdsb.org>; Daly, Patrick <DalyP@hcdsb.org>; 
DiPietro, Rosie <DiPietroR@hcdsb.org> 
Subject: [<EXTERNAL>] RE: Masks in schools 
 
Hello, 
 
Please include this in the correspondence in the upcoming meeting. 
 
I hear that certain parent groups are still trying to reverse the decision, that currently all kids are 
required to wear masks in school. Please do not change that decision. There is a lot of confusion about 
COVID-19, masks and schools and some groups are trying to boost their position with either non-
scientific evidence, poorly interpreted data or with outdated/poorly conducted studies.  
Even Hospital For Sick Children (SickKids) recently (September 14th) provided an update to their initial 
(and already quite dated – as initial study was conducted at the end of July) study – you can see the 
update here: https://safeschoolcovid19.ca/updates/ 
The gist of the study is that with current overcrowded classrooms, it is simply not possible to provide 
proper social distancing. 
In addition, both: researchers and clinicians agree that teachers know best what should be happening in 
the classrooms, and I quote it here:  
 
Teachers played a critical role in the set-up and design of the school days. Their intimate knowledge of 
classrooms and procedures, combined with their active involvement in the planning process, allowed 
for smooth and creative implementation of the health and safety measures. 
 
Without proper social distancing, teachers, ECEs, EAs, janitors and all other support stuff simply have no 
protection from any child that may be sick and/or spreading the virus in the classrooms (including 
potentially asymptomatic cases). If we remove the masks requirement, we remove any protection for all 
these people. We should be thankful to all educators who go every day to schools and potentially risk 
their lives. We should provide them with all support necessary and the very minimum we can do is to 
ensure that they have the most basic protection currently available – that all students simply wear 
masks in class. 
Without possibility for social distancing, masks are our best option if we want to keep total number of 
infections down. We can clearly see what is already happening as in the beginning of September we 
already have triple number of daily COVID-19 cases out there. It is only going to get worse going further 
down this road.  
 
Thank you for your continuous support, 
 
Derek Zasiewski  
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Date: September 13, 2020 at 4:59:36 PM EDT 

To: "DeRosa, Peter" <DeRosaP@hcdsb.org>, "Guzzo, Nancy" <GuzzoN@hcdsb.org>, 

"Karabela, Helena" <KarabelaH@hcdsb.org> 

Cc: "Daly, Patrick" <DalyP@hcdsb.org> 

Subject: masks must stay mandatory 

To HCDSB trustees and Director... 

Please Include this in the correspondence for the next board meeting! 

As an employee of the board I am saddened and scared once again that it is once again up for 

debate the “mandatory mask wearing“ policy for students... How can it be that in every other 

indoor space in Ontario there are mandatory masks required? You go to the grocery store.. wear 

a mask.. you go in to pay for gas.. wear a mask! It makes sense to take this precaution! 

To not enforce mandatory mask wearing by all students you are putting all of us at risk of 

infection and contact with covid -19 

Why should we continue to worry about exposure in our workplace? When we already have been 

put into Overcrowded classrooms and there is NOT A CHANCE of a two metre space between 

you and students already!! How can we possibly even attempt to connect with our students if we 

do not have the protection of a mask? Children sneeze, touch their faces, wipe their noses in their 

hands and cough without a thought! They are children- they are learning, and this is not a time 

for them to “learn” those social habits without a mask on!!!!!!!!!  

Keep masks mandatory and let us at least have a fighting chance of not contracting this virus 

whilst we try to do our jobs with safety and dignity:) 

 

Thank you 

Alison Zidner 
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September 14, 2020 

Dear Chair Iantomasi and Trustees, 

I once again find myself emailing you to speak on behalf of all Halton Elementary Permanent and 

Occasional Teachers.  Teachers are entitled to a safe work environment and the employer has a duty to 

take “all reasonable precautions” under the OHSA.  If you rescind this motion you will not be taking all 

reasonable precautions and will be violating your duty to do so under the Occupational Health and 

Safety Act.    

First of all the current motion that is up for debate on masking appears out of line.  Trustees already 

passed a motion to make masks mandatory from k-12.  The current motion directly contradicts the 

motion that was passed and is currently in practice.  This motion should be seen as out of order and not 

even be considered as written.   

Masks need to remain mandatory for all students k-12 in our schools.  We know masking helps stop the 

spread so why would you even consider reversing a motion that directly helps to protect students and 

staff?  

In case you are not aware, we have already had a teacher test positive for COVID.  As of Friday we were 

one of 9 boards in Ontario who already have a case in the schools. Luckily the individual was only 

present in the school with other staff and no students were at risk.  But that just further demonstrates 

that COVID is in our communities and will be in our schools.  Ontario’s Chief Medical Officer even stated 

COVID will be in the schools.  What we need to do is take every precaution to ensure it is not spread and 

leads to an outbreak.  We already have multiple teachers who are still in isolation while you read this 

due to their contact with the positive case. This emphasizes the need to take all precautions in our 

schools.   

Many opposed to mandatory masks for k-3 say that Halton has a low COVID rate.  Out of the 9 schools 

with reported positive cases in Ontario on Friday 2 were in Oakville.  One at an HCDSB school and the 

other at a public school a few kilometers away from it.  This should tell you that COVID is in our 

communities and the rate is increasing in Halton.  When municipalities were given the green light to 

move to stage 2 and 3, Halton was not in the first group, we were classified with Toronto as we had 

more cases than other communities.  Halton is an area that could be at greater risk and see greater 

cases due to our demographics.  Many of our staff members are not from Halton but rather are from 

surrounding communities like Hamilton, Niagara, Mississauga and Toronto so you also need to take into 

consideration the COVID cases of those areas as they will impact our schools.   

I am asking Trustees to do the right thing for all staff and students and keep masks mandatory for all 

students k-12 in the HCDSB.   

Trustees need to even go further with the current practice and make masks mandatory at all times when 

students are in the building, except to eat and drink.  At many schools the current practice is for 
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students to leave their masks on their desks and then line up and go out for recess.  They go through the 

halls in large groups with no masks.  At this time students and staff can be exposed.  In one school last 

week a student was sent home due to COVID like symptoms.  The teachers in that school were especially 

concerned because that student went in and out of the building for recess unmasked and was coughing 

and sneezing while in the halls close to many other contacts.  It may only be a short period of time but 

due to close proximity could lead to exposure of other individuals.    

Teachers are very concerned over this period of time when students are moving around the building 

with no masks.  I have already received multiple calls and emails on this very concern.  Some schools 

have taken measures to address this issue and have provided fanny packs to students, or made them 

available, so that they can wear their mask in the building at all times and put it away once they get 

outside.  There needs to be a board wide plan to ensure safety in the halls of all schools when entering 

and exiting the building.   

On top of that you need to take further measures to ensure the safety and well being of staff and 

students.  At the last meeting Student Trustee Roshdy raised an important issue, that many teachers 

taught between multiple schools and had more than 100 direct and indirect contacts.  He was absolutely 

correct in that many teachers are between multiple schools and have many contacts.  We also have 

some teachers who teach every single class in a school.  These teachers are at higher risk due to the 

number of contacts they have over the course of a week.  (I actually would like to see a chart for those 

teachers similar to one shared at the last board meeting by a delegate for secondary contacts based on 

the different course models.)  I would estimate that they can have a few hundred, up to a thousand 

direct and indirect contacts over a week. This could potentially lead to full school closures if they test 

positive for COVID.  The board needs to take immediate action to reduce the number of classes a 

teacher is in direct contact with.  The current model does not take safety into consideration.   

Our occasional teachers are also at greater risk.  Some are able to teach at all schools in the board and 

some even go between a few different school boards.  There is no limit to their contacts.  The board 

should be taking measures to reduce their contacts while ensuring adequate access to work.   

When looking at reducing hazards in the workplace we need to look at the Hierarchy of Controls. 

 

In the case of COVID we currently cannot Eliminate COVID so to be removed from the hazard schools 

were closed in March until recently.  Substitution control would be allowing individuals to work or 

attend school from home.  It is important that those individuals who are at greater risk and have 

medical conditions have a substitution to their workplace, and work from home when necessary, to 

ensure their safety.   
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The next 3 levels of controls are what the board needs to consider since schools are open to in class 

learning.  The higher up the hierarchy the more effective the controls so the HCDSB needs to put in 

place engineering and administrative controls.  Those controls would be ensuring physical distancing 

such as reducing class sizes, isolating students who are symptomatic and ensure the board protocol for 

returning after illness is followed and then controls such as handwashing, sanitizer, frequent cleaning, 

signs, training and awareness need to be put in place.  The last control is PPE.  This is last because it is 

least effective but often required to help ensure safety.   

In the case of our schools the highest control of social distancing is not happening and there is no limit 

to the number contacts for staff so PPE is required to help further reduce the risk.  In the case of COVID 

masks are most effective when wore by the individual who is carrying the virus.  That is why it is so 

important that everyone in the school is masked to help reduce the spread.  The more controls in place 

the higher the chance to stop the spread. 

Please end this mask debate, keep it as it currently is and start looking for more ways to ensure safety in 

the schools.  Too much time is being spent on the lowest hierarchy of control that the more effective 

controls have been ignored and over looked.  The HCDSB needs to look at more engineering and 

administrative controls to be put in place to effectively reduce the hazard of COVID in the schools.   

The Sick Kids Hospital recently provided an update to their safe schools study.  You can find the update 

here which stresses the importance and need for more controls to be put in place in the schools: 

https://safeschoolcovid19.ca/updates/ 

Since school has started I have read and heard from teachers just what a great job their students are 

doing with masking.  Students are learning to wear them and care for them properly at all ages.  Is the 

current school environment ideal?  Absolutely not!  As teachers we want the students to be able to 

socialize, play with their friends and experience school without restrictions.  Teachers want to be able to 

take small groups or individuals and work with them as needed.  Teachers want to sing, dance, play 

sports and go back to what was our “normal”.  But the reality is COVID is here and could be here for a 

long period of time so we need to adapt and put in place all precautions to reduce the transmission.   

This week I am also hearing from many teachers who are concerned with class restructuring.  You 

passed a motion to have k and 4-8 have an average class size of 22.18 and cap them at 25.  It appears 

that this week many classes are just being capped at 25.  Many schools have collapsed straight classes 

that were around 22 -23 students to make splits of 25.  It actually appears that in many cases class sizes 

are going up, not down which increases the potential risk to all students and staff.  This also increases 

the amount of contacts teachers and students have been in direct contact with this past week as many 

classes changed.  It also raises the question as to what will happen when parents can change their child 

to in school or remote in October.  Given the new numbers a complete re-organization will be required 

again if there are any changes to the numbers.   

I ask that you as Trustees work to ensure the safety and well being of all teachers and students and 

ensure that proper measures are put in place. 

 

Tara Hambly 
President, OECTA 
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September 15, 2020 
 

 
Re: HCDSB – Use of Cameras in Secondary Classrooms 

 
Secretary of the Board (Pat Daly): 
 
I reach out to you today as the chief spokesperson for approximately 1000 secondary teachers employed in 
the HCDSB to discuss the deployment of cameras in our classrooms.  Over my 13 years as local OECTA 
president I have never before requested or made an official delegation to the Board but the overwhelming 
feedback rooted in anxiety, common sense and good pedagogy led me to make the request over this single 
school reopening issue. 
 
The pandemic changed things, everyone recognizes and accepts this, our teachers of course are naturally 
anxious about this school year and what may or may happen with the virus.  I have heard from dozens of 
teachers who question the Board’s decision to deploy cameras as the central component of its synchronous 
learning strategy.  Chief among the concerns are: pedagogical classroom issues, privacy of both staff and 
students, issues arising the management of our classrooms, loss of control over how live streaming is 
recorded, manipulated, used to disrupt our classrooms, humiliate staff and students or worse, discipline 
teachers when snippets of recordings are used out of context. 
 
On pedagogy, cameras will change how our teachers deliver curriculum, interact with their classes, there 
will be limited development of relationships for fear of things being misconstrued, students may feel 
uncomfortable in the class, class dynamic/rapport will change and not for the better.  Students, fearful of 
mockery from their on-line peers, will be less likely to engage in classroom discussions.  None of this is 
conducive to a positive learning environment. 
 
On privacy, audio and video technology are evolving at light speed.  How will we safeguard the voices and 
images of staff and students today so that they cannot/will not be used for the benefit of others or for 
malicious intent in the future.  Will this data be ‘mined’ in future for the purpose of identity theft?  Will this 
data be used in future for marketing purposes?  Will this data be used in future court proceedings against 
those who wished to remain anonymous today?  Deploying cameras in our classrooms today literally opens 
Pandora’s Box! 
 
On the management of our classrooms we will see students reluctant to ask questions for fear of looking 
‘dumb’ among their peers or they do not know and cannot see.  A new, artificial and moderated tone will 
now be rooted in our classrooms.  Gone will be the vitality and security we find in our traditional 
classrooms.  Compounding this will be the notion that parents or other uninvited guests will now have 
access to our classrooms.  Already we have seen parents question the judgement of our teachers regarding 
how to employ a mix of differentiated instruction and varying modalities of curriculum delivery to our 
students.  Who among us would want others looking over our shoulders and questioning every move?  
Public speaking is already difficult enough without the added burden of now addressing additional 
participants, in this case, parents!  How will teachers manage students in two different places and still 
manage to deliver a robust program? 
 
What safeguards are in place to protect staff and students when it comes to the use and manipulation of 
audio and video live feeds.  Will we seek our teachers on YouTube?  If so, will computer software be used 
to mock and ridicule them? Will short pieces of video be used out of context to meet a larger political 
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agenda?  How will video be used in discipline hearings or in front of the Ontario College of Teachers?  
Does the Board even have the expertise to track down computer savvy students who partake in such 
nefarious activities? 
 
On behalf of the secondary Catholic teachers of Halton, I respectfully ask you to reconsider the use of 
cameras in our classrooms.  The virtual school model used by most Boards in Ontario meets Ministry 
expectations and staff and students CHOOSE to engage in this format it is not imposed on them.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Keith Boyd 
President - Halton Secondary OECTA  
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