It is often said that necessity is the
mother of invention and it is very
evident that the Covid-19 pandemic
and resultant restrictions on so
much of what we have heretofore
taken for granted have given birth
to a great deal of creativity as we
work to nurture our faith in the Halton Catholic District School Board.
Many people remark on how much
more comfortable they have had to
become, not only in the delivery of
classroom lessons and on-line
meetings but also in the practice of
our faith.
Through the efforts of our chaplains
and pastoral animators, supported
by our Communications Team, IT
staff and many willing and talented
colleagues, we have seen a veritable
flourishing of new and different
ways to pray, worship, practise
Christian Meditation, counsel,
support, respond to the needs of
our community and observe the
passing of our Church year and
civic observances such as
Remembrance Day.
Chaplains are conducting on-line
“office hours” and offering virtually
many of the clubs and services
which previously existed in person.
Both chaplains and pastoral animators are exhibiting great creativity
as they try to find ways to sustain
morale and celebrate faith with
both students and staff.

The closure of churches and chapels as well
as proscriptions against gatherings of any
kind have led to the development of on-line
chapels - including one on the Board’s web
page, recorded and live-streamed liturgies,
prayers and prayer services on YouTube.
Our chaplains have done a stellar job in
getting the message of hope out through
thoughts for the day, spending many hours
recording and uploading their prayers,
reflections and music. Pastoral animators,
too, have shared their experiences of
celebrating at a distance and the learning
which that has involved. Many of our
pastors and parish teams have joined
virtual events or sent recorded messages to
help “keep the flame of faith alive” as they
too maneuver their way through the
different demands on their ministry.
Our CEC staff meet virtually to pray every
Monday morning and have observed a
number of liturgies including Remembrance
Day at a distance, as did our schools.
Administrators gather to pray on-line on
Monday mornings also to be nourished
spiritually for the new and different stresses
on their positions.
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Faith in Halton Goes Digital cont’d …
Perhaps one of the difficult ministries to sustain at a distance has been
that of Compassionate Care and Crisis Response.
Schools have demonstrated some very thoughtful and
innovative ways to navigate the waters of sadness and
loss, and material on grief support at a distance has
been added to the CCCRT Resource binder.
Through the use of the Microsoft Teams and
Zoom platforms, we have been able to
maintain our Theological Education for
Leaders program with Michael Saver and Sita
Jayaraman, the Eco-Café sessions led by Sister
Mary Heather MacKinnon, Adult Faith
Formation events with Fr Joseph De Viveiros
and Dr Anne Jamieson, and the continuation of
our Family of Schools Chaplain-Pastoral
Animator teams.

Themes for the week:
•
•

The System Chaplain’s “Grace Notes” newsletter moved from being
monthly prior to the beginning of the pandemic to daily in the spring and is
now distributed weekly with back issues being retained in the Focus on
Faith site on the Board web page.
The Pilgrimage Cross is safely housed at Corpus Christi CSS where it was
made and we look forward to resuming the journey when it becomes safe
to do so.

•
•

(Pre-pandemic photo of Pilgrimage Cross at B.R. in February 2020)
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Jennifer Leung, Pastoral Animator

But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret;
and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.. (Matthew 6:6)

Clarine Peric, Pastoral Animator

Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times and in every way. The Lord be with all of
you. (2 Thessalonians 3:16)
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Nives Zoppas, Pastoral Animator

This book of the law shall not depart out of your mouth; you shall meditate on it day and night, so that
you may be careful to act in accordance with all that is written in it. For then you shall make your way
prosperous, and then you shall be successful. (Joshua 1:8)

Mirella DeFazio, Pastoral Animator

How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth!” (Psalm 119:103)
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Rachel McNamara – Pastoral Animator

Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost. (Isaiah 55:1)

Joanne McKay, Pastoral Animator

The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man
took and planted in his field. (Matthew 13:31)
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Mary Lozowsky, Chaplaincy Team Leader

The LORD, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you[a] in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing. (Zephaniah 3:17)
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Kandy Harkin, Chaplaincy Leader

The King will reply, 'Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters
of mine, you did for me. (Matthew 25:40)
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Oksana Tymczyma, Pastoral Animator

No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. (John 15:13)

Dita McNeil , Pastoral Animator

Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call
his name Immanuel. (Isaiah 7: 14)
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Adriana Rerecich, Chaplaincy Leader

And as you wish that others would do to you, do so to them. (Luke 6:31)
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Marie O’Connell, Chaplaincy Leader

But if anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does
God's love abide in him? Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.
(1 John 3:17-18)

PAGE

11

Peter Nolan, Pastoral Animator

He has told you, O mortal, what is good, and what does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love
kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? (Micah 6:8)

Mary Lamanna, Pastoral Animator

Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever. (Psalm 72:7)
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Laura Hamilton, Pastoral Animator

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ
Jesus for you. (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18)

FAITH IN KINDERGARTEN 2020 AT ST. ANNE

Patricia Rego and Maria Paolozza, Pastoral Animators
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2500 cans for Salvation Army Milton

Brian Dunn, Chaplaincy Leader

There is one body, but it has many parts. But all its many parts make up one body. (1 Corinthians 12:12)
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(For these pictures, individual photos were taken then the final group shot was created by assembling and editing the individual photos.)
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Wayne Lachapelle, Chaplaincy Leader

But the souls of the righteous are in the hands of God, and no torment will ever touch them. (Wisdom 3:1)

Michelle De Melo, Pastoral Animator

Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion,
for God loves a cheerful giver. (2 Corinthians 9:6)
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Lee Anne Burke, Pastoral Animator

This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. (Psalm 118:24)
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Andrea Taylor, Chaplaincy Leader

‘You shall love your neighbour as yourself. (Matthew 22:39)
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Lorenzo Campanelli , Chaplaincy Leader

"The Earth is the Lord's and all that is in it, the world, and those who live in it".(Psalm 24:1)

Rev. Andrija Petresin, Chaplaincy Leader

…so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.
(Romans 12:5)

