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It is often said that necessity is the
mother of invention and it is very
evident that the Covid-19 pandemic
and resultant restrictions on so
much of what we have heretofore
taken for granted have given birth
to a great deal of creativity as we
work to nurture our faith in the Hal-
ton Catholic District School Board.
Many people remark on how much
more comfortable they have had to
become, not only in the delivery of
classroom lessons and on-line
meetings but also in the practice of
our faith.

Through the efforts of our chaplains
and pastoral animators, supported
by our Communications Team, IT
staff and many willing and talented
colleagues, we have seen a veritable
flourishing of new and different
ways to pray, worship, practise
Christian Meditation, counsel,
support, respond to the needs of
our community and observe the
passing of our Church year and
civic observances such as
Remembrance Day.

Chaplains are conducting on-line
“office hours” and offering virtually
many of the clubs and services
which previously existed in person.
Both chaplains and pastoral anima-
tors are exhibiting great creativity
as they try to find ways to sustain
morale and celebrate faith with
both students and staff.

FALL 2020

The closure of churches and chapels as well
as proscriptions against gatherings of any
kind have led to the development of on-line
chapels - including one on the Board’s web
page, recorded and live-streamed liturgies,
prayers and prayer services on YouTube.
Our chaplains have done a stellar job in
getting the message of hope out through
thoughts for the day, spending many hours
recording and uploading their prayers,
reflections and music. Pastoral animators,
too, have shared their experiences of
celebrating at a distance and the learning
which that has involved. Many of our
pastors and parish teams have joined
virtual events or sent recorded messages to
help “keep the flame of faith alive” as they
too maneuver their way through the
different demands on their ministry.

Our CEC staff meet virtually to pray every
Monday morning and have observed a
number of liturgies including Remembrance
Day at a distance, as did our schools.
Administrators gather to pray on-line on
Monday mornings also to be nourished
spiritually for the new and different stresses
on their positions.


https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vTv6d9B570uWxyqUU1wBoauOSPcKI0r-JFLVM_A4gClB0hr8mojnVyKQHLeFswX_JWgCO1K8JXCk8tO/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000&slide=id.p#slide=id.p
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Faith in Halton Goes Digital cont’d ...

Perhaps one of the difficult ministries to sustain at a distance has been
that of Compassionate Care and Crisis Response.
(CCCRT | schools have demonstrated some very thoughtful and
g e opon innovative ways to navigate the waters of sadness and
IR Attt loss, and material on grief support at a distance has
been added to the CCCRT Resource binder.

Through the use of the Microsoft Teams and

Zoom platforms, we have been able to THEOLOG'CAL
maintain our Theological Education for EDUCATION FOR
Leaders program with Michael Saver and Sita LEADERSHIP
Jayaraman, the Eco-Café sessions led by Sister

Mary Heather MacKinnon, Adult Faith ADULT

Formation events with Fr Joseph De Viveiros FAITH

. . . FORMATION
. . d Dr Anne Jamieson, and the continuation of
holic E jon an ’
Catholic Educatio our Family of Schools Chaplain-Pastoral 2020 - 2021
Week Animator teams.
May 2'8’ 2021 The System Chaplain’s “Grace Notes” newsletter moved from being
monthly prior to the beginning of the pandemic to daily in the spring and is
m A
Themes fDY the week now distributed weekly with back issues being retained in the Focus on
o Preparing the Faith site on the Board web page.
Earth The Pilgrimage Cross is safely housed at Corpus Christi CSS where it was
made and we look forward to resuming the journey when it becomes safe
e Sowing Seeds of to do so.

Gratitude

e Cultivating
Relationships

e Harvesting New
Fruit

Catholic Semaine de
Education I’éducation

Week catholique (Pre-pandemic photo of Pilgrimage Cross at B.R. in February 2020)
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CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
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But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret;
and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.. (Matthew 6:6)
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Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times and in every way. The Lord be with all of
you. (2 Thessalonians 3:16)
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ST. CATHERINE
OF ALEXANDRIA

CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

This book of the law shall not depart out of your mouth; you shall meditate on it day and night, so that
you may be careful to act in accordance with all that is written in it. For then you shall make your way
prosperous, and then you shall be successful. (Joshua 1:8)

ST. JOHN PAUL 11

CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
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How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth!” (Psalm 119:103)
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Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost. (Isaiah 55:1)

@ QUEEN OF HEAVEN
CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY
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ROGK GARDEN

Ve are buslding a Rock Garden
for Diversity! Help us Greate &
prayeriul space ot the front of
the school to celebrate oo
school community !

Ourwom»nlumlo <

suppoet the school HELPING
HANDS & families in our
=chool community.

Use SchoolCashOQoline

from Now 9-13th.
Each rock is sold for $2, you may 1

prarchase s many as you like

The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man
tooR and planted in his field. (Matthew 13:31)

De creaties! Refect whHo you ave!
Cebtarate uniprscasst
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CHRISTTHE KING

CATHOLIC SECONDARY

Where Do | See Christ?

Christ the King staff and students are looking ahead to our school feast day.
Since the Feast of Christ the King always falls on a Sunday we celebrate the
following day. This year we are asking ourselves, “Where do | see Christ in my
daily life?”

Eeema— Christ is clearly present within our Student Leaders. Any
i educator knows how hard it is to ignite the spark of enthusiasm in our current
situation. Yet, our Student Leaders persist in engaging, challenging, building
community and working for justice. Their deep sense of mission, their resilience and
joy show they have heard the call to be priest, prophet and king.

As the hands and feet of Christ our Student Council has given students ways to

celebrate. Virtual pumpkin carving and Halloween custom contests might not sound
particularly Christ-like, but the intention to build community and belonging certainly is. They have also
highlighted important social justice issues like anti-racism and inclusion.

Our Mentors are heading up the REDress Project. They have created a V|deo and posters and are
planning a Wear Red Day to coincide with Indigenous Education : ! /
Month and the International Day for the Elimination of Violence

Against Women. The Student Wellness Club noted the difficulties in

building friendships given our restrictions this year. They prepared

icebreakers and games for use during break times in class. What a

gift to our Grade 9s who have so few chances to get to know each

other! Our Sports Leadership classes are itching to get in and build on this idea.

We expect to see Christ in the solemn or transcendent, but we also can meet Christ in the ordinary,
everyday acts of service and love. We can be encouraged by our young people as they continue to do

God's work in practical and compassionate ways.

Mary Lozowsky, Chaplaincy Team Leader

The LORD, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with glad-
ness, he will renew youlal in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing. (Zephaniah 3:17)

FOCUS ON FAITH UPDATE 2020
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ST. IGNATIUS OF LOYOLA

CATHOLIC SECONDARY SCHOOL

Finding God Amidst the Coronavirus Crisis

During these uncertain times of dealing with COVID, it can be difficult for teens to maintain their prayer life and
overall faith. To combat this, our Loyola Hawks are looking beyond their own struggles by dealing with the
pandemic in thinking of others. While we are called to do good works every day of the year, our students are
making a special effort during the pandemic to follow Jesus’ example of service. He provided for the hungry
and cared for the sick. Like Jesus, our students are doing their best to help other people get the things that
they need locally, and globally as charitable organizations struggle to keep up with demand. Within 5 weeks,
our Loyola Hawks have collected the following: over 500 pairs of gently used prescription eye glasses for
Global Eye Car; over 500 pairs of shoes for Dr. Simone’s

CFFC Warehouse; hundreds of diapers, socks and mittens

for the Anishnabeg Outreach Indigenous Child and Family

Centre and reusable masks for the Development and

Peace front-line workers. Our students are always

reminded that they give witness to Jesus when they

perform works of mercy and acts of love that help us care

for the needs of others. They will tell you that they only

hear this message at school or at church, but recently a

secular voice made them change their opinion. The local Oakville community recognized their giving spirit by
awarding the Loyola Development and Peace Student Club this year's 2020 YMCA Peace Medallion and a $500
bursary for outstanding contributions to charitable work in the Oakville community. This award reminded them
that as the pandemic continues to disrupt the lives of many, creating a negative impact in so many ways, it is
be easy to become self centred and forget the teachings of our faith. This award encouraged the students to
move forward with purpose and intentionality; to make goodness of their lives in the God-given abilities gifted to
them. God, who is never outdone in generosity, will continue to give good things to us. God rewards when we
seek to serve him, love him and follow him. The pandemic is proof that we may not always see clearly when we
are struggling but God rewards and ultimately, we long to hear the voice of the Saviour himself saying to us
well done good and faithful servant enter the joy of the Kingdom.

Kandy Harkin, Chaplaincy Leader

The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters
of mine, you did for me. (Matthew 25:40)
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ST. JOSEPH

CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
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No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s [ife for one’s friends. (Jofn 15:13)

S’ ST. PAUL

% @ CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call
his name Immanuel. (Isaiah 7: 14)
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CATHOLIC SECONDARY SCHOOL

ST. THOMAS AQUINAS @

These two have been “brewing” other ideas and Fridays in
general are a fun place to be at STA. After a long, hard week of
focused and disciplined work, we all need some joy-filled
release. On the shared lunch hour, music is played in the
hallways for the staff. At 12 noon (sharpl), those staff who want
to participate in trivia sign on to the Trivia Challenge on

~ Microsoft Teams. Using Kahoot, the questions come quickly
and the atmosphere is imbued with tension as the competitive
spirit pushes the race to the podium for the prize.

Faith is expressed in many ways. We can see the value of community in everything Jesus did
and taught: when he healed people, he restored their physical and
mental health and he restored their relationship with their
communities. We are nothing if we are not part of some or many
communities. What better way to celebrate community than by precipitating kindness
and joy through our favourite hot beverages and snacks, with a regular side portion of
trivia.

A glorious time for tulip planting! Tulip bulbs were planted
as seeds of hope by the Life Skills students, EAs, and both

i Ms. Treacy’s. It is rather accepted that this pandemic is
challenging our coping mechanisms. However, let's take a cue
from our Special Education department, especially our Life
Skills students who will not let this situation deter them from
living and experiencing all that life still has to offer.

Adriana Rerecich, Chaplaincy Leader

And as you wish that others would do to you, do so to them. (Luke 6:31)

FOCUS ON FAITH UPDATE 2020
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HOLY TRINITY

CATHOLIC SECONDARY SCHOOL

Holy Trinity welcomed Fr. Isaac, from Mary Mother of God Church, who came and
blessed our school at the beginning of the year. We are so thankful for our parishes &
and parish staffs and the connections we have with them. We are also thankful for

the blessing Father gave at the beginning of this year that is so different from any
other.

In October, we held a “No Tricks, Just Treats”, Food and Toiletries =

Drive for OakHaven. OakHaven is a community resource centre e

that “strives to  provide a safe, welcoming space for people in

need in the Central Oakville area.” Holy Trinity’s Social Justice

League, Student Council and Robotics Club (Team 3161) coordinated efforts to hold
this drive. We know that the needs are greater this year, so clubs are working
together and through everyone’s generosity, we were |

able to bring many needed items to OakHaven. L

Marie O’Connell, Chaplaincy Leader

But if anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does
God's love abide in him? Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.
(1 John 3:17-18)

FOCUS ON FAITH UPDATE 2020



HOLY FAMILY

CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

He has told you, O mortal, what is good, and what does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love
Rindness, and to walk humbly with your God? (Micah 6:8)

OUR LADY OF FATIMA
R

A confusing web with an important
message. If you had to choose only
one children’s rights issue to support,
does that mean you have to forget
about other issues? Absolutely not,
because they are all connected. An
important learning as we begin to write
our persuasive essays

Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever. (Psalm 72:7)

FOCUS ON FAITH UPDATE 2020
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LUMEN CHRISTI

CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ
Jesus for you. (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18)

==

sy ST, ANNE
L\'/ CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY

FOCUS ON FAITH UPDATE 2020




PAGE 13

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER

CATHOLIC SECONDARY SCHOOL

Ever Heard of Knights 4 Justice?

October 15, 2020 Kovacs, Matthew, KNN, KNN Featured, Xavier Times (School Newspaper)

Fighting For Equality, Love and Inclusion

“There_is no power for change greater than a community discovering what it cares about.” — Margaret Wheatley

Knights For Justice; a club run by Ms. Niksic and her inspiring team, is battling against the long-lasting fight
against social injustices prevalent within our community and around the world. This club is run by over 30
enthusiastic students who are eager to make a significant change in our community through various projects.
Embodying the spirit of St. Francis Xavier by embracing the belief that everyone is equal regardless of their faith
and ethnicity is a fundamental aspect of the club. Ms. Niksic’s team is here to demonstrate the power of
kindness, compassion and teamwork in serving the common good. The first event that the club is hosting is

St. FX Knights Scare Hunger which is a Halloween canned food drive! Our goal is to run this initiative in the
safest and most productive way possible. We will assign time slots to collect non-perishable items from each
classroom to ensure that contact is brought to a minimum. As the school year progresses, we will be hosting
several events to raise awareness of social injustices.

It is through our students’ dedication to causes like these, that we not only raise awareness among our school
community, but play an influential role in the lives of those victimized by the world’s most pressing social justice
issues. There will be multiple opportunities for students to donate money as well as items for those in need. We
encourage you to donate whatever you can as little goes a long way.

Make sure to spread the word amongst yourselves and commit to the
cause! Follow us on Instagram @stfxknights4justice to stay up-to-date with
our latest initiatives and reach out to us if you have any inquiries!

Written by Maaz Hashmi

2500 cans for Salvation Army Milton

Brian Dunn, Chaplaincy Leader

There is one body, but it has many parts. But all its many parts make up one body. (1 Corinthians 12:12)

FOCUS ON FAITH UPDATE 2020
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NOTRE 3 DAME

CATHOLIC SECONDARY SCHOOL

THANKSGIVING AT ND
Amazing things can happen when people think outside-the-box and collaborate with others!

After the front display for Thanksgiving was all put together, one of our amazing secretaries (Barb Robinson)
mentioned how great it would be to take photos in front of the display. "Maybe it should be our Special Ed
program!" she said! The wheel started rolling! The next person | saw was our SERT, Katheryn Mercante, and
mentioned it to her, who told me that Rob Ponte (teacher for Community Living) was looking for something in
terms of arts and crafts for his students! | mentioned it to Rob and he went home to start making homemade 5x7
wooden frames. Mr. Cordeiro said he would pay for the photos to be processed. Within two days, all the stu-
dents in Spec. Ed. were photographed in front of the Thanksgiving display. The pictures were printed and
framed then the students were able to write or draw a message of how thankful they were.

(For these pictures, individual photos were taken then the final group shot was created by assembling and editing the individual photos.)

As a bonus surprise for their classroom, the main office staff, guidance, admin and myself -
Chaplain Wayne, also took individual pictures which were then edited together to form the final =
shot all together (see row of pictures above—social distancing group photo making at its |
best) and we framed an extra copy of their individual pictures in a large IKEA frame with
messages telling them how much we are thankful for their joy and love and presence in our
school.

From Mrs. Robinson's kind compliment and thought...so much good happened. This is what
Catholic partnership is all about!

We indeed gave thanks to God for talents and gifts, smiles, and some special moments in time!

ADVENT and our ANGEL CAMPAIGN at ND

This year is looking very different as we prepare to reflect and pray through our Advent virtually and how we run
our Angel Campaign.

There cannot be (due to trying our best to stay safe during these COVID times) classroom cash collections, or a
bus full of students buying gifts and groceries on a Sunday afternoon, or a wrapping party! It's all gift cards this
year and so we are running a three week Angel Campaign event!

Angel Campaign is needed more than ever during these difficult times! If you can help please feel free to visit our
website!

FOCUS ON FAITH UPDATE 2020
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Prayers for the faithful departed
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But the souls of the righteous are in the hands of God, and no torment will ever touch them. (Wisdom 3:1)

ST. BENEDICT

CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY

Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion,
for God loves a cheerful giver. (2 Corinthians 9:6)
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This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. (Psalm 118:24)
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~ ASSUMPTION

CATHOLIC SECONDARY SCHOOI

Assumption's CIA: Justice & Service Team has been meeting virtually this Fall, and brainstorming
COVID safe ways to promote justice and serve our communi-
ties.

Since October was Islamic Heritage month, the group hosted a
virtual guest speaker from the National Council of Canadian
Muslims who spoke on Islam in Canada and many of the
challenges and harmful stereotypes Muslim Canadians face
today. Our speaker also spoke on how all forms of oppression
are connected, and our responsibility to challenge narratives of
hate and promote narratives of care for one another.

In addition to helping our Business Leadership class's Halloween
Fundraiser and Food Drive (which raised $1500 for Food 4 Life and
Sick Kids Hospital, as well as brought in hundreds of non-perishable
food items for Burlington Partnership West Food Bank!), many of our
Crusaders In Action participated in a school yard clean up the first
week of November, as this was a service we could provide while
following all of our COVID safety protocols!

We're looking forward to kicking off our Christmas Cards for Seniors & Deployed Troops, and learning
more about poverty and homelessness in our region in the upcoming weeks!

Although we are looking forward to the day when our group can once again gather in person, we are
very happy to find ways to continue to work together in promoting human dignity and serving others.

Andrea Taylor, Chaplaincy Leader

“You shall love your neighbour as yourself. (Matthew 22:39)

FOCUS ON FAITH UPDATE 2020
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BISHOP REDING W ERESH

THOLIC SECONDARY SCHOOL

The first ever Regional Development and Peace High School Student Workshop took place October 30. Over
100 students from Catholic Secondary Schools of the Dioceses of Hamilton, London and St. Catharines
participated in the Workshop. It was facilitated by the Campus Ministry Students of Kings College, University of
Western Ontario. They led the high school students in ice breakers, a Development and Peace kahoot, break
out groups’ discussion, plenary session and word cloud. Students from St. Ignatius of Loyola School in Oakville
created and led the Opening Prayer. 33 students of Bishop Reding School in Milton made up the total number
of high school participants. The theme was COVID-19: Recovering Together. The students learned about a
‘just recovery’ for all, especially for their brothers and sisters in the Global South (Latin America, Africa,
South-East Asia and the Middle East). In their small groups, they responded to the following questions: How
has your family been affected by the pandemic?, What can we do in our local communities to ensure a just
recovery for all?, What can we do in our school communities to ensure a just recovery for all? and What will you
commit to ensure a just recovery for all? The students’ responses were personal and positive: they want to act
responsibly and they feel for the plight of their sisters and brothers in the Global South. Rebecca Rathbone, the
Regional Animator for Development and Peace presented What is Development and Peace — Caritas Canada?
and the current Action and Education Campaign, COVID-19: Recovering Together. And to think, this whole
Workshop was carried out virtually. Great work: student organizers and participants! Hope to see you at the
next Workshop in the new year (stay tuned for more information)!

Lorenzo Campanelli, Chaplaincy Leader

"The Earth is the Lord's and all that is in it, the world, and those who live in it".(Psalm 24:1)

CATHOLIC SECONDARY SCHOOL

r ] CORPUS CHRISTI

A

Here at Corpus Christi, we engage students in preparing and creating weekly liturgies that are shown on our
school website every Friday afternoon. This activity involves choosing a theme based upon the liturgical year or
curriculum and selecting applicable readings with appropriate prayers. The class is also responsible for graphic
elements and music. The goal of this activity is to increase the visibility and connection of students with the faith
life of the school. By using digital presence, we engage students from cohort C with the prayer life of the
school. Many of the themes that the students choose are social justice issues. This activity has become an
excellent tool to expand upon Catholic social teaching and respect for human dignity.

Rev. Andrija Petresin, Chaplaincy Leader

..s0 in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.
(Romans 12:5)
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