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Purpose

The Halton Catholic District School Board (HCDSB) recognizes its responsibility to guarantee to
parents/guardians adequate care and attention when administering individual psychological/psycho-
educational assessments to students, especially in such areas as the protocol of parental/guardian
involvement, the qualifications of those conducting the assessment, the confidentiality of assessment
results, and the monitoring and management of appropriate wait-times.

Application and Scope

This policy applies to students of the Halton Catholic District School Board and the Administration
and Special Education Staff involved in determining the learning profiles and programming needs of
students through psychological/psycho-educational assessment.

References

Education Act

HCDSB Special Education Annual Plan

Personal Health Information Protection Act (PHIPA)

PPM No. 8 — Identification of and Program Planning for Students with Learning Disabilities

PPM No. 59 - Psychological Testing and Assessment of Pupils

PPM No. 149 -Protocol for Partnerships with External Agencies for Provision of Services by Regulated
Health Professionals, Regulated Social Services Professionals, and Paraprofessionals

Psychology Act
Regulated Health Professions Act

Standards of Professional Conduct, College of Psychologists Ontario (2017)
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https://www.hcdsb.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/VI-89-Psycho-Educational-Psychological-Assessment-of-Individual-Students.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/Board/Policies/PoliciesProcedures/VI-48%20Protocol%20with%20External%20Agencies.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/Board/Policies/PoliciesProcedures/VI-48%20Protocol%20with%20External%20Agencies.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/VI-54-Equity-and-Inclusive-Education.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/II-45-Equity-and-Inclusive-Education.pdf
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/90e02
https://www.hcdsb.org/Programs/SpecialEducation/Documents/HCDSB%20Special%20Education%20Annual%20Plan.pdf
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ontario.ca%2Flaws%2Fstatute%2F04p03&data=02%7C01%7CNeumanJ%40hcdsb.org%7C708aeb84bea44c32fcc308d7ec40fc0d%7C2537ab7d25bd498aa6427c135779e6d2%7C1%7C0%7C637237636171223757&sdata=4XpYui9mu3swx%2FUomwUgT%2FUMeYTPtxkk0nn%2Fm0y%2FZZg%3D&reserved=0
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/extra/eng/ppm/ppm8.pdf
https://www.ontario.ca/document/education-ontario-policy-and-program-direction/policyprogram-memorandum-59
https://www.ontario.ca/document/education-ontario-policy-and-program-direction/policyprogram-memorandum-149
https://www.ontario.ca/document/education-ontario-policy-and-program-direction/policyprogram-memorandum-149
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ontario.ca%2Flaws%2Fstatute%2F91p38&data=02%7C01%7CNeumanJ%40hcdsb.org%7C708aeb84bea44c32fcc308d7ec40fc0d%7C2537ab7d25bd498aa6427c135779e6d2%7C1%7C0%7C637237636171233756&sdata=%2F8Ni%2BUC763RQkLYiVGMrMQeuOxsBtRPrDrLuPRAOIdw%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ontario.ca%2Flaws%2Fstatute%2F91r18&data=02%7C01%7CNeumanJ%40hcdsb.org%7C708aeb84bea44c32fcc308d7ec40fc0d%7C2537ab7d25bd498aa6427c135779e6d2%7C1%7C0%7C637237636171243749&sdata=O9vZ0pvq0nWrUflK5kWm87mexDoAZZbKAo68pOw9lew%3D&reserved=0
https://cpo.on.ca/members/professional-practice/standards-of-professional-conduct/
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Princ

iples

HCDSB staff is committed to conscientious wait-time monitoring and management, with the
consideration of equitable and well-timed access to psycho-educational/psychological
assessments across the HCDSB.

Assessments require explanation of the reasons to parents/guardians through the
principal/designate** and permission in writing, followed by Informed Consent through
Psychology Staff.

The results of the assessments and recommendations will be provided to the
parents/guardians by psychology staff.

It is a fundamental consideration to be able to assure those concerned, that assessments are
conducted competently and only by appropriately qualified personnel.

The planning, administration and interpretation of the assessment must be made carefully,
recognizing the student’s individual accessibility needs, culture and linguistic background.
The review of the process and analysis of the assessment will be guided by an anti-racist and
anti-oppressive framework.

The Principal and psychology staff will take necessary precautions to protect the
confidentiality and privacy of any assessment information.

Since it is recognized that the assessment and results are for the educational benefit of the
student, the principal shall inform specific personnel as required and direct appropriate
programming.

Psychological reports may be placed, with parental/guardian consent, in the Ontario Student
Record folder and psychological files. Psychological files are stored and retained in accordance
with the Personal Health Information Protection Act, Standards of Professional Conduct and
HCDSB Retention Schedule.

** designate under this policy refers to the Vice-Principal, Department Head of Special Education,
or Special Education Resource Teacher
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