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Safe Arrival at School Program

Adopted: Last Reviewed /Revised:
June 15, 1999 May 21, 2024

Next Scheduled Review: 2(26-2027

Associated Policies & Procedures:

VI-18 Safe Arrival at School Program

VI-39 Inclement Weather Safety

VI-47 Inclement Weather - Transportation Cancellations and Emergency School Closures
V-18 Community Engagement and Public Consultation Policy

VI-58 Parent/Guardian Notification System

Purpose

To promote the safety of students, the Halton Catholic District School Board (HCDSB) shall maintain
and review a Safe Arrival at School Program for students enrolled in its schools.

Application and Scope

This policy applies to parents/guardians, students, and schools under the jurisdiction of the HCDSB.

References
Age of Majority Act
Education Act
PPM 123

PPM 128

Principles

o Parents/guardians are responsible for their children’s safety. Safe-Arrival programs are a
mechanism that parents/guardians, students who are 18 years of age or older {adult
students), or students (16 or 17) who have withdrawn from parental control, and schools can
use to account for any student's unexplained failure to arrive at school.

o HCDSB recognizes that student safety is a shared responsibility involving the home, the
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https://www.hcdsb.org/Board/Policies/PoliciesProcedures/VI-18%20Safe%20Arrival%20at%20School%20Program.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/Board/Policies/PoliciesProcedures/VI-39%20Inclement%20Weather%20Safety.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/VI-47-Inclement-Weather-Transportation-Cancellations-and-Emergency-School-Closures.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/VI-47-Inclement-Weather-Transportation-Cancellations-and-Emergency-School-Closures.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/Board/Policies/PoliciesProcedures/V-18%20Community%20Engagement%20and%20Public%20Consultation%20Policy.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/VI-58-Parent-Guardian-Notification-System.pdf
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ontario.ca%2Flaws%2Fstatute%2F90a07&data=04%7C01%7CPivaN%40hcdsb.org%7C093d9e9add0f444021f308d90014c674%7C2537ab7d25bd498aa6427c135779e6d2%7C1%7C0%7C637540911659456403%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=wiFUDzNtOjmIQODT8eMQSJ3dBo5E4bRcSs6R0V6atlc%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ontario.ca%2Flaws%2Fstatute%2Fs06028&data=04%7C01%7CPivaN%40hcdsb.org%7C093d9e9add0f444021f308d90014c674%7C2537ab7d25bd498aa6427c135779e6d2%7C1%7C0%7C637540911659446449%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=mOGbmdhQ2MNiyMIOnVEM4mqjRGzs3qT4FUJWWfkb%2F%2B8%3D&reserved=0
https://www.ontario.ca/document/education-ontario-policy-and-program-direction/policyprogram-memorandum-123
https://www.ontario.ca/document/education-ontario-policy-and-program-direction/policyprogram-memorandum-128
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school and other community agencies.

HCDSB is committed to providing a Safe Arrival at School Program which responds to the
needs of the school community.

HCDSB recognizes that the Safe Arrival at School Program complements other school and
community safety programs.

Requirements

Each school shall have practices in place to address the status of any student's unexplained
failure to arrive at school.

The practices should address normal recurring circumstances as well as unusual events and
conditions {e.g. inclement weather or bus cancellations).

Review of the Safe Arrival at School Program for Schools will be undertaken in consultation
with Catholic School Councils in alignment with Procedure VI-18.

The Safe Arrival at School Program will be conducted in conjunction with the daily school
attendance procedures.

Parents/guardians, adult students, or students who have withdrawn from parental control,
are responsible for promptly reporting their student absences or late arrivals to the school
prior to the start of and/or throughout the school day, unless the parent/guardian, adult
student, or student withdrawn from parental control, informs the school of a prolonged
absence.

Parents/guardians, adult students, or students who have withdrawn from parental control,
are responsible for providing the school with complete and current emergency contact
information to enable the school to make any necessary follow-up contacts.

Information about the scope and practices of each school's Safe Arrival at School Program
and about the roles and responsibilities of all stakeholders should be clearly identified and
shall be communicated by the Principal to the school community and reviewed in consultation
with the Catholic School Council.

APPROVED: Regular Meeting of the Board

AUTHORIZED BY:

Chair of the Board
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