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Board 25th Anniversary Prayer

O God, we thank you as together we cel ebrate twenty-five years of education
in the Halton Catholic School System. We are grateful for the generosity of all
those who have and continue to give of their faith, wisdom, experience
and talents, in providing Excellencein Education.

May you bless usin al our variousresponsibilitiesso that we may continueto
contribute to society for the glory of Your name and the well-being of our youth.
We ask al this through Christ Our Lord. Amen.

Composed by:
The Very Reverend D. Noon,
Dean of Halton January, 1994

Celebrating 25 Yearno Of Célebnons 25 anunées
Eveellence de oueces de
T Catholic Education {'éducation catholigue

Prihe pour le25¢ anniversairedu Consall

Mon Dieu, nous te remercionsde nous donner la chance de célébrer en tant que
Conseil des écoles catholiquesde Halton notre vingt-cinquikmeanniversaire.
Nous apprkcionsla générosité des gens qui par le passt ont partagé leur foi, leur
sagesse, leurs expériences et leurs talents avec nous et qui continuent a le faire
dans le but de dispenser I'excellence en kducation.

Bénissez-nous et guidez-nous dans|'accomplissement de nos responsabilitks
pour que nous puissions continuer acontribuer a parfaire lasociété et |le mieux-étre
delajeunesseen ton Nom.

Tu es notre Dieu et Pere pour les sikcles des sikcles. Amen.

Composée par :
le trés révérend Pere D. Noon,
Doyen de Halton, janvier 1994
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TheHalton Roman Catholic School Board

1969 - 1994

T he year 1994 marks the 25th anniversary of the Halton Roman Catholic School Board.

The school board was officially established January 1, 1969. Its roots however stem back to the mid-1800s . The
devel opment of theschool board can betraced through the growth of parishes and schoolsinthefour municipalities
which now form the Regional Municipality of Halton.

Theregional school board wasbornin 1969 astheresult of provincial legislation which mandated the consolidation
of school boardsthroughout Ontario. The municipal school boardsof Burliugton, Oakville, Georgetown and Milton
amalgamated to become the Halton Roman Catholic School Board.

In the years following amalgamation, the Board witnessed, not only the physical growth of its English language
schools, but al sothedevel opment of French language schools, and theeventual establishment of a French Language
Section of the Board to govern the French language schools.

Inthelate 1970s, the school board ventured into the area of secondary education and over asix year period, assisted
by the advent of full funding to Ontario's Catholic school boardsin 1984, established five secondary schools.

Over the sameyears, the Boarddeal t with unprecedented growth, particularly in thesouthern half of Halton Region,
increased demands on the education system and numerous changes in the education field itself.
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he Halton Roman Catholic School Board was born January 1, 1969 and was officially named the Halton
County Roman Catholic Separate School Board.

Its roots however, can be traced to the mid-1800s through the development and growth of the Roman Catholic
Separate School Boards of the townsof Oakville, Burlington, Georgetown and Milton.

Theregional school board wastheresult of Ontario'sprovincial School ConsolidationAct which mandated thefour
municipal school boardsto amalgamateand form thelarger, regional school board, effectiveJanuary 1,1969. The
municipal school boardsin Halton were among 1,500 school boards in the province consolidated to the more
manageable number of 150 school boards, province-wide.

A few years after the amalgamation, in 1974, regional government arrived in Halton, changing Halton County to
the Regional Municipality of Halton. Consequently, the Catholic school board dropped theword "county" fromits
official name.

A century before however, the face of Catholic educationin Halton was quite different.
IN THEBEGINNING...

he development of Catholic education in Halton cannot be traced without acknowledging the parallel
development of the region's Catholic parishes which, for the most part, coincided with the establishment of
individual schools.

As parish communitiesevolved in various pockets of what was to become Halton, so too, did Catholic school
communities. The school buildingsoften preceding the constructionof church buildings.

Oncebuilt, individual schools operated under independent school boards, and were given school numbersby the
Department of Education and given rural route postal addresses.

As more school swere established in the various municipalities, they often joined to form one municipal Catholic
school board.

Oakvillewasthefirst of Halton's four communitiesto establishaCatholic parish, St. Andrew's, whichemergedin
the early 1820s. The adjacent St. Mary School was subsequently founded circa 1856.

In fact, the ever expanding St. Andrew's parish was central to the development of the first several Catholic
elementary schoolsin Oakville. Those new school communiteseventually spawned new parishesfor the town.

OAKVILLE

atholic settlersfirst arrived in the Oakvilleareabefore 1820. In 1818, Irish immigrants settled along the 8th
and 9th concessions, known as Trafalgar, an areareferred to as "the Catholic swamp."

By 1821, St. Andrew's parish wasemerging. By 1836 it had been established asa mission. Itschurch waslater built
at thenortheastcomer of Kingand Reynolds Streets, onland acquiredin 1855intheform of adonation by Oakville's
founder Col. William Chisholm.
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In 1859, St. Andrew's parish wasfinally operating independently under itsfirst pastor, Father Jermiah Ryan.
Threeyearsearlier, in 1856, Father Ryan had founded the now demolished St. Mary School at 343 King Street,
located just behind the church site. A handwritten log book from St. Mary School, statesit was, at that time, the
only school situated between Toronto and Hamilton.

St. Mary'swasto becometheoldest school in Oakvilleand theol dest school operated by the Halton Roman Catholic
School Board, beforefalling tothewrecker'sball in 1987. Theschool siteisnow a parking ot to St. Andrew'sRoman
CatholicChurchasthelandon whichSt. Mary'swaslocated, bel onged tothe Hamilton Diocese, not theschool board.

Four yearsafter foundingtheschool, Father Ryan brought threeSistersof St. JosephtoOakvilletooperateSt. Mary's,
which was then, a one-room structure which boasted a meeting area aboveits only classroom.

Thesistersresidedin aconvent at 150 King Street, and two of the sistersinstructedapproximately 107 students of
all denominations,in music, art and sewing.

Astheyearspassed, St. Mary's expanded to become a two-room school and, at the turn of the century, plumbing
was added to the school replacing outhouses which had been located at the rear of the school. The plumbing was
arranged by W.S. Davis, a prominent east King Street resident, and a school neighbor.

St. Mary'swasenlarged againin 1931, and by 1953, it had six rooms and aprincipal's room. The renovated school
was blessed November 1, 1953, but continuing construction work delayed its open house until March of 1955.

In the 1955156 school year, St. Mary's six rooms were in use by local students. It was not until January of 1956
however, that negotiations were concluded with Notre Dame M otherhouse, Waterdown for the return of sistersto
operate the school. So it was on September 4, 1956, that St. Mary'sre-opened with 159 students and six teachers,
under thedirection of the Sisters of Notre Dame.

During that sameyear, Oakvillewitnessed thearrival of two new Catholic elementary schoolsin town, each under
thedirection of its own school board.

Onewas St. James School located at 255 Morden Road, which served a new growth areaof St. Andrew's parishin
central Oakville. The other, St. Dominic School, was to serve a newly formed parish community in Bronte, in
southwest Oakville. The St. Dominic'sparish had detacheditself from St. Andrew'sayear earlier,in 1955, but didn't
obtainitsown church until 1962. St. Dominic School wasbuilt beforeSt. Dominic Church structure, onafive-acre
siteat 2405 RebeccaStreet. The Hamilton Dioceseowned four acres of theland, whilethefifth was donated by a
local farmer. Mr. Carlos Troccalino.

Two monthsinto the 1956 school year, on November 25th, Bishop Joseph F. Ryan visited Oakvilleto confirm 148
St. Mary's studentsand to blessthe new St. James School, which had been namedin honor of pastor Rev. JamesA.
Kirby.

Inearly 1957, St. James School experienced difficulty when its principal unexpectedly resigned. No new principal
wasavailablefrom theNotre Dame Motherhousein Waterdown,soaclassof 19 St. Jamesstudentswastemporarily
transferredto St. Mary'sin order to finish their school year.

On May 26,1957, St. Mary'sstudentscel ebrated their FirstHoly Communion,thesameday that Rev. JamesA. Kirby
suddenly died.
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A class of studentsfrom Qakville's St. Mary School in the 1949150 school year.
St. Mary'swas the first school built in Qakville.
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Rev. Father Peter Watters, who becamethefirst chairman of theregional school board, himself attended St. Mary's
as a student. He recalled it being a one-room school with 38 pupilsin Grades 1 to 8 under teacher, Miss Mary
Ferguson. Actually, it was a two-room school but the second room was rented out to Halton County in order to
accommodatea public health nurse, hesaid. His Grade 8 classconsisted of six students, three boysand threegirls.
Father Watters, who recently participatedin St. Andrew's150th anniversary, and its 100th anniversary as an altar
boy, cameinto possession of theold hand bell once rungto signal recessesand lunch hoursat St. Mary's beforethe
school was demolished.

By 1960, the central Oakville Catholic community's growth continued. That year a new Oakville Catholic
Community Centre was blessed and opened. It served as a school, meeting and recreation facility, and chapel for
St. Andrew's parish. However thefollowingyear,in 1961, St. Jamespari shcommunity wasestablishedand by 1964,
had constructed its own church.

Another new school in Oakville, St. Vincent's, also opened in 1960, and was located at 1280 Bracside Drive. St.
Vincent'sconstruction however, was not compl etedfor the planned September start of school, so classesof Grade
1 and 5/6 found alternate accommodationin the basement of St. Mary School. Y et other St. Vincent'sclasseswere
housed at the Oakville Catholic Community Centre until November 11,1960, when St. Vincent School wasfinally
ready to openunder itsnew principal, Mr. Larry Loftus. Mr. Loftus had been hired by the St. Vincent School Board,
athree-manboard which included Oakvilleresidents, Messrs. Bernard Murphy, John Bannon and Bud Corcoran.

In 1962, Oakville'scontinued growth required yet another school, St. Joseph School, at 447 Warminster Drive.

It was alsoin 1962, the sameyear kindergarten wasintroducedin Oakville'sCatholic elementary schools, that the
Oakville Catholic elementary school boards amal gamatedto form the Roman Catholic Separate School Board of
the Town of Oakville. The new board operated the five Oakville Catholic elementary schools: St. Mary's, St.
Dominic's, St. James, St. Vincent'sand St. Joseph's.

Other schoolsquickly followed in the Oakvillearea: St. Michael School, 165 Sewell Drive, 1964; and,
St. Ann School, 2123 Hixon Street, 1965.

Although the Oakville Catholic School Board boasted a healthy financial standing at the time of the 1969 regional
amalgamation, it had met its shareof public controversy, that related to a proposed expansionof St. Mary School.

The expansion plan was designed to allow St. Mary'sto housean influx of Catholic elementary students expected
to comefrom high rise dwellingsconstructedin central Oakville. To accommodatethe plan, the OakvilleCatholic
School Board expropriatedfiveresidential propertiesonthenorthsideof William Street, directly behind theschool .

The OakvilleCatholic School Board also requested the Town of Oakvilleclose ablock of William Street between
Allan and Reynol ds Streets, to accommodatethe expansion. The Board al so planned apedestrian overpassto alow
accessfrom St. Mary'sto the expanded area and playground across the road.

The town however, refused the School Board's request and since the expected student growth didn't materialize,
the expansion plan was never realized.

"There were alot of bad feelings with much negative reaction and heartache, though the Board had acted in a
responsible manner,” Mr. Loftus recalled.

The matter of disposing of the then expropriated propertieswas | eft to the newly amalgamated school board and
was brought to successful conclusionin the early 1970s.



Page 6

By 1956, St. Mary's, originally a one-room school house, had six classrooms and had witnessed the opening of
two new Oakville Catholic schools, St. Jamesand St. Dominic. St. Mary's accommodated 19 St. James students
in early 1957, after an unexpected resignation at St. James caused a staff shortage at that school that year.
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A glance back at the growth of the Catholic school system in Halton identifies Oakvill€'s neighbor to the west,
Burlington, as the second Halton community to witnessthe arrival of a Catholic school within its borders.

BURLINGTON

n the 1840s, at least 15 years before St. Mary School had opened in Oakville, a Catholic community was
developingin Burlington. Until that time, BurlingtonCatholicswereal sothespiritual responsibilityof Oakville's
Father Jeremiah Ryan.

By 1849, Burlingtonwas established asamission congregationand served by priestsfrom Dundas. From 1853 to
1861, it was guided by clergy of St. Mary's parish in Hamilton and Mass cel ebrationswere held in private homes,
notably that of Pine Street resident, Napoleon Ogg.

By 1861, theoriginal St. John'sRoman CatholicChurchwasbuilt and operatingunderthel eadership of St. Andrew's,
Oakville. It wasfinally declared an independent parishin 1925.

It wasin 1948, that the Roman Catholic Separate School Board of the City of Burlington was established and by
the end of that year, construction of the four-room St. John School, had been compl eted.

St. John School opened at 653 Brant Street with 78 studentsin itsfour rooms. The school expandedto eight rooms
just three yearslater. By 1955, St. John School boasted a dozen classrooms.

Theestablishmentof the Burlington Separate School Board was spearheaded by M onseigneur Corbett Warren, the
pastor of St. John's parish, assisted by Burlington residents Mr. Maurice Hastings and Mr. Austin Fitzpatrick.
Another Burlington resident, Mr. John R. Visser, later made a significant contribution to both the Burlingtonand
regional school boards by serving as a property committee chairman for over 30 years. "John Visser knew every
squareinchof every building. Hewasconstantly visiting theschool sand checkingonthem," recallsformer Oakville
trustee and former Board chairman, Rev. Father James Mihm.

Shortly before the Burlington Separate School Board was establishedin 1948, the Aldershot community had seen
theemergenceof Holy Rosary parishin 1947. By 1951, the parish had built athree-room school and a parish hall,
and by 1955, Aldershot had witnessed the building of achurch as well asits school and parish hall.

As the Burlington community grew, so too, did its complement of Catholic parishes. Consequently Burlington's
Catholic school population grew rapidly with the addition of several new elementary schools:

*St. Raphael School, 4056 New Street, 1958

*St. Gabriel School, 2227 Parkway Drive, 1959

*St. Joseph School, 802 Drury Lane, 1963

* Ascension School, 5205 New Street, 1964; and

*St. Paul School, 530 Cumberland Avenue, 1968.

"TheSt. Gabriel'sarea is wherelused to pick fruit," recall slong-time Burlington teacher, MissPat O'Brien reflecting
on her days as aHamilton-born youth growing up in the Hamilton/Burlington area. Miss O'Brien remembers an
expanse of farmland and market gardens sprinkling the area which is now busy Maple Avenue, Burlington.
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FIRST SCHOOL BOARD

YEAR 1948
A FITZPATRICK J. MARCK J.RYAN F.KELLER D W COOMBE F. COSGRIFFE
J. RIGBY  FATHER J.C. WARREN M. HASTINGS

WhiletheHalton Roman Catholic School Board wasfounded in 1969 as the result of aprovincially mandated
amalgamation of four municipal school boardsin Halton, oneadf thefirst such municipa school boardsto have
been established was the Roman Catholic School Board of the Town of Burlington, founded in 1948,
Back row (left to right): A. Fitzpatrick, J Marck, J. Ryan, F. Keller, D. W. Coombe, F. Cosgriffe.

Front row (left to right): J Rigby, Father J. C. Warren, M. Hastings.
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Similarly, Miss O'Brien recalled Burlington's continuing development during her early days as a teacher in
Burlington.

"I remember when St. Raphael'swasbrand new," said MissO'Brien, explaining the new school's principal had told
her the | ocation on which the new school was to be built and on aJune visit to that site, O'Brienfound an orchard.
Thefollowing September, a school stood on the land. There were hurdles at the school's opening though, such as
the challenge posed by thelack of desksand chairsfor the Grade 1 students, in dayswhen classeshad enrolments
as high as 50 students.

Inlate 1968, membersof Burlington'sFrancophonesocial club, LeClubAlouette-L aval ,had succeededin its request
for a French language parish in Burlington. Eventually the parish of St-Philippe was established in a building
purchased from aformer Calvary Baptist church congregation.

LeClub Alouette-Laval,asocial club, hadformedin Burlingtonin 1963. Oneof thefounding members, Burlington
resident M. PhilippeDesjardins, wasto beinstrumental i n thesubsequent establishmentof thefirst Frenchlanguage
school in Burlington.

Whilethesocial club'seffortswere progressingfor the Frenchlanguage parish, so too were plansafoot for arequest
for aFrench language school.

On December17,1963, theclub madeitsfirstrequest tothe Burlington Catholic School Board for a French language
school. In 1964, theBoard indicatedit did not support the request. Consequently, parentsand thelocal Frenchclubs
instituted French classes on Saturdays at St. John School. The classes were taught by Mme. Thérése Desjardins,
Philippe'swife.

Unlike the Oakville Catholic School Board, the Burlington Catholic School Board, had escaped any major
controversy prior to the 1969 amalgamation. It was to be Burlington's turn in the years shortly following
amalgamationasthevoiceof Burlington'sFrenchcommunity roseinitscall for Frenchlanguageclassesandfor their
own school withafrancophoneschool principal. The subsequent closingof St. FrancisXavier School at 901 Francis
Road, and its re-openingas the new Frenchlanguage school, was al so to be amajor controversy for the then newly
amalgamated school board.

HALTONHILLS
ACTON

he Jesuitshad served this Catholic community near Guel ph,includingothersin northHalton, until 1857, when
achurchwasbuiltin anareareferredtoas”LittleDublin”, about4 km.from Acton's present St. Joseph's Roman
Catholic Church.

As the congregation outgrew the church, another church building, originally constructed by agroup of Protestant
congregationalists,and later owned by the Salvation Army, was purchased and renovatedto becomeSt. Joseph'sin
1887.

St. Joseph'sChurch had been establi shed approximately 100 years before Acton's school, St. Joseph School, opened
at 41 School Lanein abuilding rented by the school board and known as the Old Stone School, originally Acton
HighSchool, and later Robert LittlePublicSchool. By 1982, anew St. Joseph School openedat 147 Mill Street West.
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St. Joseph School, Acton, wasfirst housed in 1977 at asite rented from Halton's public school board at 41
School Lane, Acton. In 1982, a new St. Joseph School opened at 147 Mill Street West.
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1994 Board Chairman and Halton Hillstrustee Mrs. Irene McCauley recalled, " The peoplein the community really
lobbied and worked hard to get that school,” as she reflected on the new St. Joseph School building.

GEORGETOWN

etween 1852 and 1893, Jesuits from Guelph also served the spiritual needs of Catholics who had settled in
Georgetown.

In 1858, asmall church, St. Patrick's Roman Catholic Church, was built but, over the years, became an "eyesore"
through lack of maintenance, to the point of once offending avisiting bishop, and was eventually replaced by anew
stone church in 1885, Holy Cross Roman Catholic Church.

By 1965, anew Holy Cross Roman Catholic Church building opened on land adjacent to the already existing Holy
Cross School at 222 Maple Avenue.

Holy CrossSchool had openedin 1958, shortly after theformation of theRoman Catholic School Boardfor the Town
of Georgetown. That School Board wasformed at an April 26, 1958 meeting, conducted in the Holy Cross church
hall.

The six-man School Board had authorized the purchase of an 11-acre Maple Avenue school site from Mr. David
Tost, for $1,800 per acre. The school, Holy Cross, officially opened October 18, 1958.

Throughout the 1960s, there were a string of additions to the school. Mrs. McCauley remembers those years, in
particular, her late husband, John'sinvolvement with acommunity effort to build astagein the elementary school.

While the English language school thrived in Georgetown, so too was a French language school population
emerging. About 25 percent of Holy Cross parishioners were francophone and by June 8, 1960, the Georgetown
school board had received arequest to provide French lanugage classes at Holy Cross School.

Initially theSchool Board did not support therequest but by September 18,1960, theBoard did agreeon the provison
that parentswould pay for transportation and additional siterental costsuntil anew classroom could be addedtothe
existing school to house the French language students.

What would later become Ecole Sacré-Coeur was essentially founded in the basement of Holy Cross School said
present day French Language Schools education superintendent M. Jean-Luc Bernard. A few of thefirst French
languagecl asseswerehoused in the basement of Holy Cross, while other classes wereaccommodatedon the school's
second floor.

Asthe new Holy Cross Roman Catholic Church building neared completion in 1965, Georgetown'sfrancophone
community had asked if it could assumetheold church building as a French languageparish.By 1966, that request
had been approved by the Hamilton Diocese and the parish of Sacré-Coeur came into being.

Again, Georgetown's School Board received a request from the francophone community, this timefor a French
language kindergarten class. French language classes were already being offered to approximately 138 Grade 1 to
Grade8studentsat Holy Cross. However, dueto alack of availablespace, the Board didn't support thecommunity's
request for akindergarten French languageclass. Amidst threats of aboycott of classes by parents and students, the
issue quieted but would surface again.
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In 1967, francophonesin Georgetown wereoutraged by a School Board decision, based onfinancial considerations,
not to build a second Catholic elementary school in the community even though a site had been purchased.

In1968, further controversy eruptedin the Georgetowncommunity when aSacré-Coeur parishioner, Mlle. Thérése
St. Jean, offered afour-acre site to the School Board for a new school. Since the site was outside the town limits,
the land was deemed to be beyond the School Board's jurisdiction. Amidst thesediscussions, francophones were
agitated by thefact that an addition was being built on Holy Cross School.

Departmentof Education official slooked to theimpendingamal gamationof |ocal school boardsin 1969, asgrounds
for a possible solution to the discontent.

MILTON

I\/I 1ssions at Miltonand Milton Heightswereattachedto Burlington'sSt. John'sparishasearly as1925.1n1932,
a used radia car in Milton Heights was incorporated as a chapel and known as Blessed Margaret Mary
Church.

By 1936, the Milton area missions, along with the Trafalgar Mission, werejoined to form Holy Rosary parish and
in 1938, an areachurch, St. Peter'sRoman Catholic Church, Trafal gar wasre-opened, after not being usedfor almost
50 years, to accommodate the newly established Holy Rosary parish.

The St. Peter's Church building dated to the Trafalgar Mission which began circa 1819 when afirst Masswas said
in aprivate homeinthearea. Later,in 1823, asmall log church waserected. St. Peter'sRoman Catholic Churchwas
later builtin 1882, but had closed because of a dwindling population, not to be re-opened until 1938 for the Holy
Rosary parish.

In 1942, theradial car in Milton wasrepl aced by Milton's new Our L ady of Victory RomanCatholicChurchat Milton
Heights.

Over adecadelater, in 1953, the Roman Catholic Separate School Board for the Town of Milton was established.
Withinayear, thesix membersof thelocal School Board found themsel vespainting and layingtilein order to open
Milton'sfirst Catholic el ementary school on schedule.

Holy Rosary School openedin 1954 at 141 Martin Street. The two-room school was operated by the Sistersof St.
Joseph and by 1958, an addition had given the school a total of eight classrooms.

Over time, each of thelocal school boardsin the Halton areaimplementedchangein their respectiveschools.Each
had begun offering kindergartenclasses. The variousimplementationdates of programsthough, even the programs
themselves, varied from school board to school board.

Oakville, for example, was the only school board with an itinerant music teacher and that Board offered French
classesin earlier grades, thefirst to do so among its neighboring counterparts.

Standardization of programsand practicesamongst the school boards was the daunting task thrust onto the table
of the newly amalgamated School Board in 1969.
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AMALGAMATION

he Halton County Roman Catholic School Board officially emerged January 1, 1969. The regional school

board was thedirect result of an amalgamation of Halton's four area school boards, an amal gamation thrust
upon the boards by the Ontario provincial government's School Consolidation Act. That act laid the ground-
work for the consolidation o 1,500 Ontario school boardsinto 150 schools boards.

"It wasamagjor political policy decision," said Halton Roman Catholic School Board director Mr. Cliff Bymes.

For some of the smaller boards of trustees, it was a bitter pill to swallow."There was alot of opposition to it
(amalgamation). Some peoplewerelosing power and identity,” said Mr. Loftus.

Theideaof school board amal gamati onhad been bandiedabout asearly as1967 and by 1969 wasto becomeareality.

Inlate 1968, thelocal school boards had formed the nterim Separate School Organi zation Committee (1SSOC), its
members task was to lay the groundwork for amalgamation.

On December 9, 1968, theinaugural meeting of the soon to he officially amalgamated school board was held and
achairman and vice-chairman were el ected.

The new Board included thefollowing trustees:

Mr. Peter A. Watters, Oakville (Chairman)*
Dr. Leno Braida, Oakville

Rev.I. W. Flaherty, Oakville

Mr. Michagl Noonan, Oakville

Mr. James P. Hourigan, Burlington (Vice-chairman)
Mr. William English, Burlington

Mr. Donald G. Hill, Burlington

Mr. Harry McDermott, Burlington

Mr. Robert J. O'Brien, Burlington

Rev. Blakel. Ryan, Burlington

Mr. John R. Visser, Burlington

Dr. Jack Cudmore, Milton
Mr. Angelo Tonelli, Milton

Mr.W. A. Boyle, Georgetown

* Peter Watterslater resigned from the School Board and entered Pope John X X111 Seminary. He was subsequently
ordained a priest of the Hamilton Diocese.

BurlingtonSchool Board business administrator, Mr. Tom Brady, wasnamedthenew Board'sbusinessadministratorl
treasurer. Department of Education school inspector, Mr. James Hogan, was appointed the Board's new education
director and secretary to the Board.

"It was agood, practical thing for them to do. However, it did create mgor problems becauseit displaced alot of
peoplewho'dbeeninthe Boards for along time. They werenolonger the"kingpins' and I'm speaking not of trustees
so much as administration,” said thefirst regional School Board chairman, Rev. Father Peter Watters.
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Father Watters said the amalgamation in fact, introduced a complete restructuring of the education system, "from
toptobottom." A largeorganization replaced "the country school”. School boards wereused to regular school visits
from provincial school inspectors. They purchased special services, if needed, and "hadn't been in the habit of
running with adirector of education." Asthe amalgamation occurred, aschool board administration devel oped that
included not only adirector of education but various superintendents, consultants and specialists.

The mood of the newly amalgamated Board included one of "an excellent spirit of cooperation between the two
major stakeholders, Oakville and Burlington, because they had been quite progressivein their development,” said
Father Watters. Additionally, the new Board "got the best of both worlds" inits new staff complement.

Inparticular, Father Watters commended theBoard'sfirst director of education, JamesHogan. "Hewasavenerable
gentleman who wasagreat guy and very, very intelligent. Of course, he waselderly, but gosh | respected him. We
weredarnedforutnate to havehimasourfirst director. Heguided usthrough thoseearly days. Heknew the business,
and he was a level-headed gentleman who had a good sense of direction.”

Fathers Watters was however, cautious to sharethat commendation with Mr. Tom Brady who headed finances and
Mr. John Birett who headed plant. "Tom Brady and John Birett, along with James Hogan were thethree peoplewho
redly and truly just saved our necks on so many occasions. They were hard-working, dedicated people.”

Oakvilleresident Dr. Leno Braidahad been chairman of the Oakville Catholic School Board for several yearswhen
amalgamation became areality. Hefirst sat on the ISSOC committee, became vice-chairman of thefirst regional
Board and then became chairman in the early 1970s.

In Dr. Braida'seyes, amalgamation resulted in the School Board becoming "abig business." "It wasafar cry from
the local trustees who visited the school in their ward once aweek and ensured the grounds were clean,” said Dr.
Braida

"It was an evolution many companiesgo through," said Dr. Braida, who admitted hefavored the philosophy of the
School Board operating in a business-like fashion, especialy in matters of budget. He said the municipal school
boards couldn't have survived over the long terms. "There was alot of duplication of services," he noted.

Inparticular, theissue of secondary education wasamatter of financefor the smaller municipal boards. Theconcept
was initiated at the Oakville School Board level in the late 1960s but wasn't viablefinancially. It waslater, under
the leadership of Mr. Cliff Byrnes as education director that the matter of secondary education again surfaced.

It was under Dr. Braida's chairmanship, that Mr. Byrnes was hired in 1971.

"Cliff alwaysstruck measan honest guy who was progressive. He was seen as the kind of |eader who could propel
usinto the seventies,” described Dr. Braida

It was also under Dr. Braida's chairmanship that the controversy over the French language schools erupted in
Burlington. However, Dr. Braidaacknowledged, "When you start to make change, people want change but you can't
go whole hog, you have to go step by step. It just takes time."

Dr. Braida, who wasknown for predicting thelength of board meetings by the number of cigars hecarried to those
meetings, also admitted that during the early years after amalgamation, negotiations with teacherstook up alot of
the Board's time.
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Administration Building

The amalgamated regionai School Board operated out of a Burlington administrativecentrelocated next to
Burlington'sSt. Joseph School. The neighboring elementary school, St. Joseph's, later housed the first

secondary school students of Halten's Roman Catholic School Board in 1978 before it moved into its own
school building, Assumption, in 1980. St. Joseph's later closed and became the expanded
school board administrativecentre.
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The amalgamated regional School Board named Mr. James Hogan as itsfirst education director. Mr. Hogan
however, retired two yearslater and Mr. Cliff Byrnes stepped into the director's shoesin 1971. Mr. Bymes
remained at the helm until hisretirementin the summer of 1994, a period in which Mr. Byrnes was known for
his many talents, not the least of which was his easy rapport with students.
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It was at a December 18,1968 special meeting of the amalgamated School Board, that the new Board of Trustees
got down to business.

Trustees sanctioned the phasing out of theformer local School Boards' satellite offices, whileemployeesof those

Boardscontinued their employment until theend of June 1969. Another order of businesswasthe setting of trustee
honorariums.

In1965, theMinistry of Education had set specified trusteehonorariumsto be based on pupil numbersin the school
jurisdictions. Much later, theMinistry of Education approved trustees setting their own honorariums.

New Halton Roman Catholic School Board trusteesrecei ved $150 per month. Thechairman received an additional
50 percent of that stipend.

Prior to amalgamation, trusteesfor most of their years, had performed their duties without payment, except for a
token gesture of appreciation such as an annual Christmasouting for dinner and a theatre show in Toronto. The
Burlington Catholic School Board had, just before amalgamation, set a $50 per month honorarium,itsfirst such
allowance.

At thetime of the 1969 amalgamation, the new school board was nearing a student population of 6,000 students
enrolled in Kindergartento Grade 8. That population would explode to nearly 20,000 studentsenrolled in Junior
Kindergarten to OAC (Ontario Academic Credit, previoudy Grade 13) by 1994, the 25th anniversary of the
amalgamated school board.

The early period of amal gamati onsaw aprogramof standardizationto providepolicy andprogramequity throughout
the school board, from salary scales and transportation, to Special Education, Kindergarten and French language
classes.

Many significant changesfollowed amalgamation. One early event was the retirement of the board's education
director, Mr. James Hogan.

After only two years with the amalgamated Board, Mr. Hogan retired and into his shoes stepped the young Mr.
Clifford G. Byrnes, who would lead the Board through much of its growth over a span of 23 yearsbeforeretiring
himself in the year of the School Board's 25th anniversary, 1994.

"l don't think as a teacher you sensed that much of a change (with amalgamation), athough we aways used to
complain that Oakville spent too much," recalled long-time Burlington teacher, Miss Pat O'Brien. She believed
however, the system becameless personalized. "AstheBoard grew you startedto wait inlinefor requests, though
you waited for frills, not for thingsreally needed in the classrooms.”

"Amalgamationwas an expected and necessary thing. It just made sensebecauseall the needswerethe same," said
Miss O'Brien.

Still, it wasan adjustment.” Georgetownand Milton were just spotson the map. It was only whenyoumetthe teachers
that youfelt that each of uswerepart of afamily. Wegradually becameawareof theOakvilleschools. At that time,
Oakvillewas (like) Toronto, it was milesaway," Miss O'Brien said.

From ateacher's perspective, even Christmas changed over the years. Miss O'Brien said the small Boards used to
have a Christmas party. Teacherswere given chocolates. Now, teachersreceive aBoard Christmascard.
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"Thefirst two years of amalgamationwerevery busy," recalled retired business superintendent Mr. Tom Brady. By
September of 1969, payrolls and maintenance systems of al the former local school boards, had all been
incorporated into one system. "I spent most of my hoursdoing it,” said Mr. Brady.

Amalgamation was viewed differently by many. "The smaller boards in Georgetown and Milton felt they would
benefit more than those in Oakville and Burlington and in fact they did,” Mr. Brady said.

But for long-time trustee Mr. Angelo Tonelli from Milton ("The North), amalgamation was "scary". "All our
trusteeswere on unfamiliar ground becauseit (amalgamation) wasforced on us. We were told by the government
that it had to happen,” said Mr. Tonelli.

"It ended up that we (Milton) benefitted. But | was onetrustee of 12inthelarger board. | didn't know if | wasgoing
togain or loseon particul ar issues. But thetrusteesfrom Oakvilleand Burlington were nodifferent than | and they
weretrying, in earnest, to do what was in the best interest for everybody, not just for their own community,” Mr.
Tonelli said.

One early controversy in the years shortly after amalagamation was a planned addition to Milton's Holy Rosary
School. The former Milton School Board had tentatively approved an expansion plan for Holy Rosary School and
had told the community what to expect. The newly amalgamated School Board however, found the addition had
never been officially authorized by theformer Milton School Board and the new Board would not proceed on the
planned expansion. "Hard battles were fought at the board table on that," said Mr. Brady.

"Teachers and trustees were suspicious (of amalgamation),” said one of thefirst Halton Catholic Board education
superintendents, now retired, Mr. Anthony Hennelly. T hat suspicion stemmedfrom thefact that each municipality's
School Board representatives formed only a portion of the regional Board, as opposed to the days when their
concerns were the only ones addressed by their own School Board.

"Trustees (on the new Board) had to have more of a global outlook,” Mr. Hennelly explained.

Mr. Hennelly and Mr. Brady gavethe new Board consistency asMr. Brady had been with theBurlington Catholic
School Board and Mr. Hennelly, with the Oakville Catholic School Board. "The devil they knew was better than
the one they didn't know," laughed Mr. Hennelly.

Burlington had the majority of trnsteesbut thefirst two Board chairmen werefrom Oakville, Mr. Peter Wattersand
Dr. Leno Braida.

In the early years after amalgamation, Mr. Ernie Chiarelli, a new education superintendent, died suddenly and was
replaced by Miss Kay Kennifick, thefirst female superintendent.

"Kay was seen as ahead of her time and she achieved alot with curriculum and staff development,” said Mr. John
Maclnnis, along-time principal in Oakville and Burlington.

Another femal efirst was the appointment of Mary Moore as principal of St. Ann School in 1965. "That was abig
move for the Board," noted Mr. MacInnis.

The naming of Georgetown's Ecole Sacré-Coeur, Halton's first French language school, occurred in 1973. Ecole
Sacré-Coeur had operated within Georgetown's Holy Cross School and had been identified asHoly Cross French
L anguage School. Ecole Sacré-Coeur continued to sharethe Holy Cross School facility until muchlater, 1988, when
it moved into the leased Wrigglesworth Public School at 96 Guel ph Street.
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The school remainedin that rental facility until 1993 when the doors opened to a brand new Ecole Sacré-Coeur
school buildingon Georgetown'sMiller Street. The new facility boasted theboard'sfirst Frenchlanguagechild care
centrewith 32 full-timespaces. A before-and-afterschool Frenchlanguage programwas al so expected to begin by
early 1994.

WhenEcole Sacré-Coeur vacated theWrigglesworthbuilding in 1993, theever growingHoly CrossSchool student
body soughtrelief and 400 of that school's800 studentsmadeWrigglesworth, Holy CrossSchool 'snew east campus.
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THE QUEST FOR FRENCH LANGUAGE INSTRUCTION

1973, justfour yearsafter amal gamation, wastheyear in which thepursuit of aFrenchlanguageelementary school
in Burlington took the spotlight.

In 1969, Bill 141 had amended the Education Act, requiringschool boardsto establish French languageclassesif
demanded by enough French language school ratepayerswith a minimum number of 25 students.

By September 1969, French language classesemerged at St. Paul School, Burlington, where classroom spacewas
availableto accommodatestudents. About 73 students attended French languageclassesfor Kindergarten, Grades
1/2 and Grades 3/4.

By 1973, there were 176 French language students at St. Paul's enrolled in Kindergartento Grade 7. In March of
1973, the Club Alouette-Laval's education committee (struck when the club was founded, with the objective of
securing a French language school) officially requested a French language school to be established thefollowing
September.

On April 11, 1973, the regional Catholic School Board responded by offering to appoint two principalsto the St.
Paul site, one English, one French. Thefrancophoneswanted a French languageschool principal, but they wanted
that principal in their own French language school building.

Asnofurther action on thefrancophonecommunity'srequest for a French languageschool wastaken by the School
Board's October 1973 board meeting, the parents decided to take action in November.

On November.20th and 21st, 1973, thefrancophoneparentsand almost 200 children boycotted classesat St. Paul
School. A week |ater, about 50 parents and afew students marched on Queen's Park in Toronto.

By May 1974, St. Paul French Language School had its first francophone principal, an acting principal in head
teacher, Mme. Thérese Degjardins.

Thefollowing September, the school was renamed Ecole St-Philippe. Its 220 students remained housed in the St.
Paul'sbuildingwiththeir new principal ,Mr. L ou Piovesan, who, in 1982, becameasuperintendent of educationwith
numerous responsi bilitesthat included French languageinstruction and supervision.

Alsoin September 1974, the French languageschool's parentsassociation, L' Association Parentes|nstituteurs, the
equivalent of the Catholic Parent Teacher Association (CPTA) in the school board's anglophone schools, was
established.

Ultimately, it was provincial legislation that secured changefor the francophone community in Ontario when the
provincial government mandated the provision of French language education where numbers existed to warrant
their establishment.

"The French community now had something to support them in their demands,” says Mr. Piovesan. Of theearlier
boycott of theschool and Queen's Parkprotest, Mr. Piovesansays, " Thefrancophoneswerefrustratedintheir efforts
to obtain their own school and principal. It was being denied to them so they took measures to obtain what was
rightfully theirsin law."
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Mr. Piovesan said the resistance often encountered by most francophone communities was a "southern Ontario
phenomenon", occuring inageographic areain whichtherewasa"reluctancetoestablish French languageschools.”

Hats were tipped however to Mr. John Maclnnis, St. Paul's principal, who, it was said, for years was able to
sensitively balance the needs of his school's two communities, francophone and anglophone.

In September 1978, Ecole St-Philippeopened onthesiteof theformer St. FrancisXavier School at 901 Francis Road,
Burlington. Ecole St-Philippe students and staff had vacated St. Paul's, a school which had by then, six portables
on its site to accommodate its French pupil enrolment.

Thedwindling student body of St. Francishad been transferred to Holy Rosary School on Plains Road East, paving
the way for the establishment of Ecole St-Philippe. However, continued vandalism, including afire, plagued the
opening year of Ecole St-Philippeat its new site.

TheFrench language school's moveto the St. Francis site, vacated by anglophone students, was viewed differently
by many. Miss Pat O'Brien, a St. Francis teacher who moved to Holy Rosary with the St. Francis students,
rememberedmovingday whensomeirate parentsthreatenedtolay infront of truckstoprevent the move tothe" other
side of King Road."

That same year, 1978, Oakville students who'd been attending Ecole St-Philippe weredirected to Oakville's new
French language school, Ecole Ste-Marie.

Ecole Ste-Marie wasoriginally housed in theformer St. Mary School on King Street. Its anglophone students had
been transferred to St. James and to St. Vincent schools.

In 1983, Ecole Ste-Mariefound anew homeat 336 Maurice Drive, theformer Elmwood Public School . Thebuilding
was originally leased, and subsequently purchased and renovated by the Catholic School Board.

A Frenchlanguageschool hasyet to becomeareality inMilton, but that town'sfrancophone community iscurrently
served at Georgetown's Ecole Sacré-Coeur.
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St. Paul School, Burlington, accommodated the growing student body of Burlington's first French language
school, Ecole St-Philippe, until the French language school opened its own building on the site of former St.
Francis Xavier School on Francis Road, Burlington in September 1978.




French language classes had begun at Georgetown'sHoly Cross School in 1960. It was in 1993 that north
Halton's francophone community witnessed the opening of a brand new Ecole Sacré-Coeur
on Miller Road, Halton Hills.
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THE BIRTH OF THE FRENCH LANGUAGE SECTION
n 1986, provincial legislation once again, stepped in on behalf of Ontario francophones.

Bill 75 determined that French language schools, under thedirectionof anglophone school boards, would beguided
by a French language section within the board, with full governance authority.

French speaking trustees were elected at-large within the communities served by the/French language schools, and
education director, Mr. Cliff Byrnes, conducted thefirst interim trustee election at Ecole Ste-Marie in Oakville.

Messrs. Gilbert McCraw of Oakville, Andre Paradis of Burlington and Ken Norman of Halton Hills, werethefirst
French language section trustees el ected to the School Board.

The French language section participates with the English language section in common areas of jursdiction, such
as transportation and budget. Issues such as new schools, admissions, school closings, programs, hiring, planning
for new schools have now become the sole responsibility of the French language section; as is the case with the
English language section.

Although there was a struggl e to secure French lanaguage rights at the Board, once those rights were entrenched,
there was solid cooperation between the two language sections of the School Board.

Long-time Burlington trustee, Mr. Bob O'Brien, recalled as chairman of the English language section when heand
M. McCraw, president of the French langugage section, travelled to Queen's Park to give apresentation on theissue
of French language governancewithin theBoard. "We may have been theonly boardin the provinceto makeajoint
submission," he said.

It was during the chairmanship of Mr. William Hawken, Q.C. of Burlington, that the French Language Section
emerged.

"We envisioned an integrated board with French and English panels and that has worked out. During my tenure, |
would say it was probably the only onein the province that did work, and work effectively. I'm very proud of the
fact that both panels showed an understanding, patience and willingness to work together," said Mr. Hawken.



Page 25
THE BOLD STEPINTO SECONDARY EDUCATION

B y the time the French language school issue had subsided, the Halton Roman Catholic School Board was
venturingonto new ground in the areaof secondary education.

Until thelate 1970s, only Catholicel ementary education, SK to Grade8, wasoffered to Halton residents. Provincial
funding extended to Grades 9 and 10, which were considered senior elementary grades within the province's
Catholic school system.

While the Halton Roman Catholic School Board, like its earlier municipal predecessors, had a Catholic
representativeto the public high school board, Catholic ratepayers, primarily Burlingtonians, were declaring the
need for Catholic secondary education. Former Oakville trustee Father James Mihm said Halton was the only
community within the Hamilton Diocese not offering secondary education at the time.

Former Burlingtontrustee Mr. Bob O'Briensaid herecallschairing, in theearly 1970s, the Catholic School
Board's Extended Education Committeewhich studied the question of secondary education for Halton stu-
dents. "It was at least ten years from the moment we actually started to think about a secondary school, that we
opened our first secondary school, Assumption,” said Mr. O'Brien.

There were numerous recommendationsfor and against the concept, the most notable problem being the Board-
commissioned P.S. Ross Report, and the most notable support for the provision of secondary education being
the community ratepayers demand for it.

"There was tremendous support for secondary school education and that was confirmed when the campaign for
funding'was initiated,” says Mr. O'Brien. While there were expectations that corporate donations would out-
weigh private donations, the outcomewas the opposite.

In 1976, the Board took what Mr. Byrnes describesas a"bold" step into Catholic secondary education.

By 1978, the student body of the School Board'sfirst secondary school, Assumption, began classesin the former
St. Joseph Elementary School at 802 Drury Lane, now the Board'sadministrative centre. The St. Joseph's student
body had been transferred to St. John School a year earlier, in 1977.

Former Burlingtontrustee Mr. WilliamHawken recalledthe"rainy" day that commemoratedtheofficial sod turning
of the new Assumption secondary school, and a"very significant day for the Board."

Burlington'sA ssumption Secondary School wasthen constructed, al beitinan unusual manner. Itwasreal ly ashared
facility, one portion (Grades9 and 10) publicly funded asasenior elementary school; theother, asecondary school
(Grades 11, 12 and 13) supported privately by tuition fees and a fundraising campaign in the church parishes.
Catholicsecondary education had to adopt theform of aprivate school structureat Grades11 to 13 in the absence
of provincia funding.

A fundraisingcampaign for Catholic secondary education began in 1976 and 1977. Donations were made during
Mass collectionsthroughout the region and school board employees made contributions via a voluntary payroll
deduction between 1976 and 1984.

Various parisheswere instrumental in the Bishop's appointment of a private Board of Governorsin 1977, aboard
which was responsibilefor the new private secondary school's operation.
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Assumption Catholic Secondary School, Burlington, was built as a senior elementary school but housed the first
Halton Catholic secondary students. The Grade 11 to 13 student populace was governed as a private school
operation under the direction of a separate Board of Governors.
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Strong supportersof the new secondary school, like OakvilleresidentMr. Don Schrenk, wholater becameatrustee
and served aschairmanof the School Board, found anew challengeon the Board of Governorswhich met monthly
and worked closely with the School Board trustees and education director Mr. Cliff Bymes.

"The Board of Governorswas chiefly afundraising body and it provided parental input,” described Mr. O'Brien.

Mr. Schrenk, who wasn't one of the original Board of Governors appointees, said heisn't surethe body was ever
formally dissolved, only that it ceasedto exist when Bill 30 (completion of funding) finally becamelegislationin
1986. Father Mihm recalled its members were thanked via a Diocesan appreciationdinner.

Mr. O'Brien was Board chairman in 1978 when the Assumption school building first opened its doors with 246
students.

Each year the secondary school expanded agrade and on June 30,1980, Assumption'sstudent body movedtoits
new building at 3230 Woodward Avenue. Theformer St. Joseph'ssite, located next to the Board'soriginal head
office, became the system's Catholic Education Centre on Drury Lane.

"The original concept of secondary school educationin Halton (thelargest push for Catholic secondary education
camefrom the parentsin Burlington) involved along range plan to locatethefirst secondary school in Burlington,
the second in Oakville and the third in Milton. And that's what we did," said Mr. O'Brien.

By 1982, the Grade 9 student body of Oakville'sfirst Catholic secondary school, St. Ignatius of Loyola, was
assembled with Grade 8 students housed at 2405 Rebecca Street, the former Georges Vanier Senior Elementary
School.

Closetotwo decadesearlier, 2405 Rebecca Street was not only thesiteof St. Dominic School, but was alsothesite
for Oakville'sfirst open concept school, GeorgesVanier. Vanier respresented theBoard'sfirst ventureinto teaching
Grade 7 and 8 studentsin one building as a senior elementary school.

"Vanier was the one and only senior school theformer Oakville Board planned and designed. It resulted from the
combinationof aneedfor morespaceat thewest end of townand thedesireof some board membersto gointosenior
schools," recalled Vanier's first principal, Mr. Larry Loftus.

The original Vanier studentsweretemporarily housed at St. James until February 1969 when the GeorgesVanier
building opened.

"That was when open concept first reared its ugly head," recallsMr. Loftus.Vanier was one of thelast projects of
theformer OakvilleSchool Boardand wasexperimental indesign, along withthenew St. John School .Both schools.
however, opened shortly after the 1969 amalgamation under the direction of theregiona School Board.

Several yearshence, GeorgesV anier'srooms werecl osed aseducatorsabandoned openconcept teaching.Mr. Loftus
said the concept demanded strong teachers and did lay the foundation for the later successful team teaching
philosophy.

INn 1982, Vanier housed the student body of the new St. Ignatius of Loyola Secondary School whileplanswerein
the worksfor anew Loyela school building at asite on Nottinghill Gate, in Glen Abbey, Oakville.

Thosedesignplanshowever, wereto changewith thearrival of full secondary school funding to Ontario'sCatholic
school boardsin 1984.
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THE FULL FUNDING GOD SEND
June 12,1984 is adate etched into the memory of education director Mr. Cliff Byrnes.

On that day came the announcement from then Ontario Premier William Davis of the completion of funding to
Ontario's Catholic school boards, Grade 9 to OAC level.

Mr. Bymesdescribed it as a"God send” and the date holds much meaning for Catholic educators.

At that time, the local private secondary school sector was already in debt for approximately $150,000 for the
operation of Assumption. TheBoard wasalso planning thedesign for the new Loyola secondary school in Oakville.

"I was on the second hole of the Burlington Springs Golf club when somebody drove around and announced to us
the government'sdecision,” recalled Mr. Bob O'Brien of thefull funding decision.

Father James Mihm explained the news came during the annual trustee golf tournament, a tournament which has
since grown and is now known as the John R. Visser Memoria Golf Tournament.

Shortly after the announcement, a group of Halton Roman Catholic School Board representatives, including Mr.
Byrnes, travelled to Queen's Park to secure Ministry of Education approval for atotal revision of theLoyola design
plans to reflect a senior secondary school plant and facilities.

Until then, Loyola had been designed, like Assumption, as a senior elementary school. The Ministry of Education
agreedtoapproveanew secondary school design plan for Loyola, but only if theBoard committed to beresponsible
for the additional funds should Bill 30 not be successfully legislated. When the legislation was approved, the
Ministry of Education allocated the funding retroactively.

Full funding becamelegislation twoyearslater, in 1986, andin October of that sameyear, thestudentbody of Loyola
moved into its new home, Oakville'sfirst Catholic secondary school.

Loyola was not only Oakville'sfirst Catholic secondary school but was the first secondary school in Ontario to be
fully constructed with Ministry of Education capital grants following the government's announcement.

"You had asenseof history, of accomplishment and growth. Y ou felt as though you were laying the groundwork
for thefuture, doing something that was going to be around for along time," recalled Father Mihm who was Board
chairman at the time of the extended funding announcement. Father Mihm saw ground broken for Loyola but
returned for the school's opening to Oakville from Brantford where he was then posted.

TheSchool Board was making good onits plansfor secondary education in Halton. Withfunding secured, theBoard
turned its attention to Milton.

The student body of Bishop Paul Francis Reding Secondary School was assembled in 1986 with a Grade 9 class
housed in rented facilities at the former Speyside Public Elementary School in north Milton.

In October 1987, the new Milton Catholic secondary school opened its doors at 1600 Main Street East.
Long-time Milton trustee, Mr. Angelo Tonelli, recalled what he viewed as a struggle to open Bishop Reding

Secondary School, a struggle with the Town of Milton over water and sewer services to the school whose site was
located just beyond the geographic area serviced by the town.
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The political struggle occurred at a time when Milton's water and sewer system was not yet positioned to
accommodate major devel opment growth.

In 1988, theBishopReding Secondary School library resourcecentrewasofficially namedin honor of Mr. Tonelli.
"To me, it was the epitome of my ambitionto get a secondary school in Milton,” Mr. Tonelli admitted.

Mr. Hawken, whowas School Boardchairman during the negoti ationsfor BishopReding Secondary School, credits
the north Halton community for its support, from the students enduring hours of busingin the years prior to having
their own high school, to Catholic ratepayerssupporting him during appearancesbeforethe Milton Town Council.

In 1989, the School Board returned its attention to Burlington. In November of that year, Notre Dame, a second
Burlingtonsecondary school was completed, officially blessed and opened at 2333 Headon Forest Drivein north
Burlington. By the time Notre Dame reached a full Grade 9 through OAC (Grade 13) complement in 1992,
Assumption had been given along deserved facelift with an upgrade and an addition of eight classrooms.

Mr. Hawken recalledwhat he described as"tremendouspressure” on himasa Burlington trusteeby the Assumption
school community whichwasinneed of expansionbut had towait patiently until anew Burlington secondary school
facility was built. The former Bnrlington trustee recalled the over-capacity enrollmentsand some 22 portableson
the school site, yet he also recalled how several Assumptionstudentsonce cameto hisdefenceduring ameeting to
attest that Assumption was unique, not becauseof itsphysical plant qualitiesbut the quality of educationinside. "l
thought that was an aproposthing and I've never forgotten that,” said Mr. Hawken.

During the same period of the late 1980s, the need for a second Catholic secondary school wasfelt in Oakville.

The Ministry of Education had directed Halton's public and Catholic school boards to cooperate in examining
existing secondary student accommodationin Oakville. During yearsof what became, for Halton's public school
hoard, a major controversy, the public school board reorganized its secondary students and vacated the former
Gordon E. Perdue High School on Margaret Drive.

"Our Board purchased Perduefor $1," said Mr. Byrnes, noting, " Catholic ratepayers, for years, had been paying
secondary school taxesto the public school board.” Mr. Byrnesbelieved Catholic parents had a vested capital
interest in secondary school plant facilities and have had that interest ever since public secondary educationwas
provided in Halton.

At theformer Perduesite, St. Thomas Aquinas Secondary School emerged. In subsequent years, several gradesof
the St. Thomas student body were temporarily housed at theformer Vanier campuson Rebecca Street as Aquinas
was renovated with final completion in December, 1993.

While the completion of funding to secondary schoolswas good newsfor Catholiceducators, it also brought with
it what Burlington trustee and former Board chairman, Mr. James Sherlock, described as a "ton" of problems.
Specifically, the problem was the lack of start-up grantsfor the Catholic secondary schools.

"Towhat had been agrowing board to beginwith, and with theaddition of secondary schoolsand thenfull funding,
came aton of problems,” said Mr. Sherlock.

"We had been underfunded for decades so the very fact that they gave usfunding for secondary schoolsincreased
the expectationsof ratepayersand teachers," said Mr. Sherlock, noting that even with extendedfunding, the Halton
Catholic School Board still hasalong way to go to achievefinancial parity within its system'compared to public
school boards.



The extension of full funding to Catholic school boards was announced in 1984 while plans were already
underway to build Saint Ignatius of Loyola Catholic Secondary School in Oakville's Glen Abbey community.
The building plans were revamped, and in 1986, Loyola opened its doors becoming thefirst Catholic secondary
school built with provincial capital grants. That marked afirst for Oakville, Halton and Ontario.
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However, full funding was still viewed as a positive step. "The arrival of secondary schools was cause for
celebration. It wasavery upbeat, avery positivetime: and teacherswere clamoringto be moved into the secondary
schools,” recaled Miss Pat O'Brien.

In theshort spaceof somesix years, theHalton Roman Catholic School Board had deliveredonitsplanfor Catholic
secondary education in Halton, and more.

"Thevisionwasto havethree secondary schoolsinHalton," saysMr. Byrnes. Asof 1994, theboard had established
five secondary schoolsand has plans for three more over the next 15 years.



Notre Dame Catholic Secondary School was constructedin 1989
asthe second of Burlington's Catholic secondary schools following the compl etion
of Bishop Reding Catholic Secondary School in Milton in 1987.
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Asthe need for a second Catholic secondary school was felt in Oakville, the School Board acquired theformer
Gordon E. Perdue public high school on Margaret Drive in 1990. By 1993, that school had been fully renovated.
Pictured above, Hamilton Diocese Bishop, The Most Reverend Anthony Tonnos congratul ates students
on their new school building.
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THE POPULATION EXPLOSON

hileCatholicshad settled in Halton in themid-1800s, their numbersdecreasedtoward thelate 1800sand early
1900s.0nly after World War 11 did Halton begin to grow at arate which eventually spawned the birth of the
local Catholic schools, and the eventual emergence of the regional school board.

Only adecade after Halton's municipal school boards had amalgamated to become the regiona Board however,
there occurred a populationexplosion, thelikes of which were unprecedentedin Halton.

Growth became the key challenge during the 1980s as school populations rapidly expanded, placing increasing
demands on educators and pushing existing school facilitiesbeyond their physical limitations.

Portable classroomsbecame common placefor the Catholic School Board which was struggling to obtain capital
funding for new schools. The School Board however, had never been a stranger to tight finances.

"I think every school we built wasfull when it opened. Werarely caught up to the student popul ationgrowth,” said
Mr. Bob O'Brien of those significant growth years. "There was phenomenol growth of the entire region. It just
seemed to come alive with almost an explosion of student population.” The system emerged with a new credible
public image and aresponsive program of servicesfor every student.

It was also aperiod in which perhaps better educated and involved parentsreadily took their requeststo the School
Board, quickly familiarizingthemsel veswiththebenefitsto begai ned by effectivelylobbyingboth theSchool Board
and provincial government in presenting their school community's needs as top priority in the scramble for
provincial capital funding.

Thegrowth threatened the stability of schoolsasit becamedifficult to establish consistency in school communities
or staff complements as both were juggled between existing school buildings.

Principal, Mr. John MacInnis, recalled how St. Michael School was, for alongtime, theonly Catholic school inthe
rapidly growingareaof north Oakville.

The growth of the Catholic School Board in the mid -1980s was unlikethe steady, but significantly slower growth
that had initially followed amalgamation.

InOakville, shortly after amal gamation, the two school splanned and designed by theformer OakvilleSchool Board
were opened in 1969, Georges Vanier and St. John. Ecole Ste-Marie was established in 1978 and Holy Family
School openedin 1981, namedin honor of the Y ear of the Family, recalled Father JamesMihm, aformer Oakville
trustee.

St. Ignatiusof Loyola was in theplanningstagesbetween 1982 and 1986, but after itsopening, therefol lowedaf [urry
of new school constructions, school swhose student bodieswerebeing housedin existing school s(leavingthe ol der
schools bursting at the seams) while awaiting the opening of their own school buildings.

The race was on for capital funding of new schoolsin the growth areas, as more and more of the town's new
population took up residencein devel oping areas north of the Queen Elizabeth Way.

In 1989, St. Bernadette School in Glen Abbey was temporarily housed at theformer Vanier campus on Rebecca
Street. It finally relocated to its new facility at 1201 HeritageWay in 1991.
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St. Thomas Aquinas Secondary School was aboard in 1990.

It was 1993 however, after bridgefinancing by the School Board, before some of the older schools wererelieved
by the openingof new schools- in River Oaks, Our Lady of Peace at 391 River Glen Boulevard; in Clearview, St.
Luke'sat 2750 Kingsway Drive; and, in IroquoisRidge, St. Marguerited Youville at 1359 Bayshire Drive.

The population explosion that had hit Halton was being felt in Oakville but had first made its existence felt in
Burlington.

Again growthin that city following amalgamation was steady but it gained speed rapidly.

Inthe 1970s, asEcole St-Philippewas devel oping, St. Patrick School wasopenedin 1970at 200 Kenwood Avenug;
Canadian Martyrsfollowed in 1975 at 3201 Lansdown Drive.

Assumptionwas on the scenein 1977 and opened itsown facility in 1980. A year earlier,in 1979, St. Mark School
had opened at 2145 Upper Middle Road.

St. Mark'sestablishment wasfollowed by the opening of perhapsthe School Board'slargest elementary school, St.
Timothy School. Its student population wasoriginally housed in arented facility on Croydon Road in 1989, but by
1991, had its own building at 2141 Deer Run Avenue. Notre Dame Secondary School had also arrived in 1989.

In Georgetown, St. Francisof Assisi School at 2 Duncan Drive openedin 1971. A new Acton school building had
been constructedfor St. Joseph School, by 1982. A new Georgetownelementary school currently tops the school
board's1995Capital Expenditure Forecast priority listfor capital fundingapproval and arenovationto Georgetown's
Holy Cross School isn't far behind.

Milton witnessed the arrival of two new el ementary schoolsin the yearsfollowing ama gamation, St. Peter School
in 1978 at 700 Weoodward Avenue and Our Lady of Victory School at 540 Commercial Streetin 1984. Both were
followed by Bishop Reding Secondary School.

Oakvilleresident, Mr. Don Schrenk, served as School Board chairman during a significant portion of the
system'shigh growth years."When | wasfirst elected asatrusteein 1985, we had about 10,000 students. When |
became Board chairman (in 1988) we had 12,000 students. Three years later, the Board expanded to 17,000
students,” said Mr. Schrenk.

During those "key" growth years, the School Board expanded by approximately 70 percent.

The Board aso proved quite successful in making its appealsfor capital funding heard at Queen's Park. "Asthe
growthreally startedto expand, wedid somesoul searching and negotiatingwith theMinistry of Educationinterms
of our capital needs," said Mr. Schrenk, explaining it was in 1990 that Halton's Catholic School Board received
approximately 10 percent of the total provincial capital allocation of fundsto school boards.

Wereceived approval for slightly over $30 million to look after six new elementary schoolsand a refurbishment
of Assumption and St. Thomas Aquinas,” said Mr. Schrenk, adding the funding success story that year, even
rendered Halton's public school board "quite shocked."
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As population growth mushroomed in Halton, accommodationbecame akey issue for School Board officialsin
the 1980s and early 1990s, and saw the School Board open astring of new schoolsin the southern half of
Halton Region. Those schoolsincluded: St. Timothy's, Burlington; St. Bernadette's, Oakville; St. Marguerite
d'Youville, Oakville; and, St. Luke's, Oakville.
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By thelate 1980s, theLiberal provincial government announced that Catholic school board accessto commercial
taxeswould be phasedin over asix-year period. Mr. Sherlock pointed to, perhapsthelargest commercial tax base
in Halton, the Ford M otor Company, and the number of CatholicstudentseducatedinHalton fromparentswhowork
at Ford. Y et until the late 1980s, the Catholic School Board had no claim to the company'scommercial tax base.

Theimplementationof | ot |eviesimposed agai nst new homeconstructionto pay for new school swasanotherfunding

hope. However, by 1994, theissue wasin alegal limbo as primarily homebuilders associationsfought againstitin
court.

Mr. Sherlock saidthe Halton Catholicandpublicschool boardshadcooperated indraftingal otl evy by-law however,
it had not been implemented by 1994 pending legal proceedings on the sameissuein Y ork Region.

When |ot levieswereto beincorporated, the Ministry of Educationwasto reduce its shareof capital funding to
school boardsfrom a75% level to 60%. However as the growth spiralled, especially in the Greater Toronto Area,
during the 1980s. that area's large school boards|obbied, and succeeded, in petitioning the provinceto drop the
fundinglevel. It wasamovemadein thehopethat it would resultin moreschool boardsreceivingfunds. Asgrowth
put capital needsin Ontarioschool boardsnear the$2 billionmarkannually, theboardswerefightingout their claims
to the annual $300 millionin provincial grants, explained Mr. Sherlock.

Asthe School Board busied itself with the provision of the much needed facilities, Mr. Schrenk said there was a
respitefromthegrowthduring theearly 1990s, yearsscarred by arngjorrecession. Growth is expectedtobeknocking
onthedoor againintheshort termhowever, as northern Oakvilleand northern Burliugton continueto devel op, and
al soin Milton and Halton Hills wherethetownsarepoi sedf or maj or devel opmentas soon asupgraded water services
(known familiarly as "the big pipe") are realized.
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T he challengeshave been many in the years since amalgamation and many more loom on the horizon.

Unprecedentedgrowthandrel ated physi cal demandsupontheeducationsystem seemedto overshadow other issues
in the high growth years, but there continue to be many changesin education.

In 1984, theEducation A ct ensuredthat school boardswereto provideSpecial Education for all exceptional students.

Mr. Anthony Hennelly, a former Special Education superintendent, recalled when, in 1969, the amalgamation
opened the regular school system to developmentally challenged students. "It was a decision which should have
been made along time ago," he said.

"Over theyears, Special Education servicesexpanded and now we haveoneof themost sensitiveSpecial Education
programsin the province," said 1994 Board chairman, Mrs. Irene McCauley.

Another programthat began in 1984 and successfully celebrated its tenth anniversary in 1994, was the arrival of
GrandteachersinHalton's Catholicel ementary school s. Theconcept of Grandteachersbegan slowlyinGeorgetown's
Holy Cross School but later spread throughout the Board and in fact, was mirrored at Halton's public school board

It was Georgetown resident M argaret Dewdney's commitment that seniorshad much talent and experienceto share
withyouths, who, as soci ety changed, often didn't havethebenefit of extended contact with their own grandparents
who often lived far away or were no longer living.

The program emerged when Mrs. Dewdney took it up with her friend, and Holy Cross teacher, Mrs. Geraldine
Barnes.Holy Crossprincipal,Mr.Richard Lorito enthusi astically embracedthe idea, coining the name Grandteachers.

What began as two senior women teaching crocheting to a Grade4 class, soon grew to encompass a host of school
based activities such as reading aloud, baseball umpiring instruction, baking, singing and much more.

Junior Kindergarten arrived, with some trusteesfighting tooth and nail against it, in September 1989. The French
language section gave its approval and the English language section shortly followed suit.

However in the eyes of teacher Miss Pat O'Brien, Junior Kindergarten wasn't as big astep as Kindergarten, which
she said, really broke new ground in the 1960s.

The regional Catholic School Board, like the municipal school boards beforeit, had always had an offering of
summer school programs. It wasin 1986, that thosetraditional summer school programs, along withahost of others,
were joined under the new department of Continuing Education Services with Mr. Anthony Hennelly as
superintendent.

By 1989, the department, the only one within the School Board to operate on a cost recovery basis, had its own
principal appointed, Mr. BruceGillies, who wassucceeded by Mr. Joe Diubal do. In 1990, educati onsuperintendent
Mr. Lou Piovesan assumed responsibility for the department.

Continuing Education Services first operated out of a portable classroom at the School Board's Drury Lane
administration centre, however it moved to Assumption Secondary School in the summer of 1993.

Mr. Piovesan said school boardsaren't bound to providecontinuingeducati onservicesbut are encouragedto do so.
The services are designed to respond to community needs.



Over the years, theface of education changed along with the physical growth of the School Board. Grand
teachers became an integral part of elementary school life whilethe tradition and purpose of Catholic education
saw religiousinstruction maintained and expanded.
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TheHalton Roman Catholic School Board'sContinuing Education Servicescurrently includesofferingsin summer
school, night school, adult day school programs, adult English as a Second L anguageclassesand the newest LINC
(Language Instructionfor Newcomersto Canada) program.

Through Continuing Education, students can make up grades through summer school, adults can gain their basic
high school academic creditsor participatein general interest coursesat night in classeswheretopics range from
fitness and crafts to woodworking and computers, even marriage preparation.

Heritage Language programs, offering instructionin 23 languages, have, like summer school, alwaysformed part
of the Board's programs but are now included in the Continuing Education Services.

Mr. Piovesan expectscontinued growthin the new areasof computers and in the highly successful LINC program
which, through joint efforts with the coterminous school board and local Sheridan College, offers newcomersto
Canadainstructionin English, citizenship preparation, and driver education.

In 1989, the Board had enrolled 827 summer students and saw that number mushroom to hit 2,938 by 1993.
Similarly, 644 studentstook advantage of Heritage Language coursesin 1993.

Mr. Piovesan doesn't conceal a smile when he indicates that Continuing Education Services actually made an
$80,000 surplusin 1992, funds that were directed back within the Board. Mr. Piovesanis also quick to give credit
to Continuing Education Services principal Joe Diubaldo, Non-Credit/General I nterest Courses manager Brenda
Reddy and LINC co-ordinator, Gail Cote.

By the year of the Halton Catholic School Board's 25th anniversary, the entire school system totaled 18,670
students - 13,533in Junior Kindergartento Grade 8 and another 5,137 in Grades9 through OAC. The Board was
operating 37 schools- 29 Englishlanguageel ementary schools, three Frenchlanguageel ementary schoolsandfive
secondary schools. The Board's motto had become " Sharing the Spirit."

IN1993, thedestreamingof Grade9 studentsfrom basi ¢, general andadvanced secondary school programswasbeing
stressed in responseto government mandate. That year also saw theforced acceptancedf provincial Premier Bob
Rae's Social Contract, decreased provincinal funding, further belt tighteningin budget restraint, and the taking of
unpaid days by staff to help cut costs as Ontario reeled with the rest of Canadain the throesof aglobal recession.

"The Social Contract of the NDP government caused alot of misunderstandingand confusion. | don't believethe
government quite knew how to implement the Social Contract effectively,” said Mrs. Irene McCauley.

While the Social Contract caused alot of "consternation”, the Board wasfortunatein that its unionized employees
and managersworked very hard and very amicably together, said Mrs. McCauley. "The Social Contract took up a
lot of timein 1993."

Mr. Sherlock said the publicisincreasingly scrutinizing school boardsand their financesand it's hisbelief alot of
thecostsaretied to classsize. That'sthe areain which the Social Contract madefinancial gainsfor the ratepayers,
said Mr. Sherlock.

Despiteseveral studies, no harddatalinkslow classsizetoquality of educationyet since1977, thereductionof class
sizehasbeen at theforefront of unionbargaining."TheSocial Contracthasin effect ordered boardsback to the1977
levels of classsize," said Mr. Sherlock.



Physical education instruction had changed from the days
of the"old blue gym rompers" to high tech work outs.




Computers arrived in a big way, changing the face of education - and society itself - in the late 1980s. Teachers
had to keep up to ever adaptable young students who regarded computers as afact of life.
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"The Socia Contract has slowed down the reduction in class size. It had to be a terribly difficult hut necessary
decision,” said Mr. Sherlock, noting both provincial andfederal governmentsin Canada are grappling with
tremendous deficit levels.

Likewise, the 1994 budget preparationsal so translatedinto alot of work in 1993 but Mrs. M cCauley said the Board
was pleased with the outcome, abudget geared to maintai ningacceptablelevels of servicedespitetough restraint.

The Social Contract had amajor impact upon employee unions and associationsthat had formed early within the
school system.

It wasin May 1969, thefirst year of amalgamationthat the Board was negotiating with the Halton Separate School
Teachers Association's Economic Policy Committee. Mr. Loftus was chairman of the Teachers Contract
Negotiation Committee.

Miss Pat O'Brien recalled OECTA (Ontario English Catholic Teachers Association) in the early yearsbut saysit
wasn't then a bargaining unit. In those days salary negotiationswere done on a personal, not committeelevel. "
remember one trustee asking me " Give me a good reason why you should get araise?’ recalls Miss O'Brien.

Mr. John Maclnnis said at the time of amalgamation, Oakvilleteachershad been negotiating with their Board but
the Burlington teachers "seemed to be depending on the benevolence of the Board."

In the early days, principals had taught in their school as well as led their school administration. At the time of
amalgamation, the regional School Board had to address the fact that some Oakville principalsweren't teaching
while othersin the Board still were requiredto teachin their schools.

L ater, vice-principal shegan to appear on the scenein large school swhere student numbersnecessitated assistance
to the principal .

It wasaconferencein Niagara Fallsin thelate 1980sthat first saw the concept of "empowerment” brought tolocal
principals. Theideaof the 'boss |oosening the reinsand staff assuming responsibility and accountability for new
directions. That concept would a so open the doors to foundationsof the School Board's Strategic Plan in 1990.

In 1993, the School Board's new Strategic Plan. 1993 - 2000, and Board mission statement were approvedin the

hope of defining the system'sgoal s apart from bricksand mortar and all ocating more decision-making power to the
school level,

"The Strategic Planis underway and wefeel theBoardismovinginavery positivedirection,” said Mrs. McCauley
under whose chairmanship the Strategic Plan was finally implemented.

However it was Mr. Schrenk who was instrumental in the plan's devel opment.

"We awayshad it (the plan) in mind with the growth that was taking place, thefact that we were moving from a
small school board to a medium-sized board,” said Mr. Schrenk.

"Wefelt it was time to take alook at where we wanted to go," said Mr. Schrenk, describing the School Board's
previous planning as not aways clearly focused.

"If you look at most major corporations, they are plotting acoursefor thefuture,” said Mr. Schrenk of the Strategic
Plan whichis similar to along range planning blueprint of the Board'sfuture direction.
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It wasin thelate 1980s that a steering committee of some 30 to 40 persons began defining the task of achieving a
strategic plan. It involved students to senior staff, and everyonein between.

Under Mr. Schrenk's direction aschairman of the Strategic Plan Committee, amission statement was set, along with
goals and objectives, and the plan was eventually finalized by early 1993. By September 1993, the plan was being
implemented under the direction of the Implementation and Review Committee and individual schools were
beginning their own plans based on the Board model. The committeeis now a standing committee of the School
Board, something Mr. Schrenk believed denotes the importance of the Strategic Plan to the Board.

Through the 1980s, computers arrived in abig way inlocal schools, achallengeto ol der teachers and by 1993, work
stationsweredesigned to enabl estudentsand staff in the schools to engagein multi-media activities such asinterna
CD-ROM, telecommunications, and video productions.

Integration of exceptional studentsisnow the preferred mode of instruction in Halton'’s Catholic schools. School-
to-work apprenticeship programsaretaking higher priority asthe School Board triesto strengthen school/business/
industry links. The environment has also become amajor moral issue of the day.

Physical growth of the School Board continues to loom on the horizon and despite the recession of theearly 1990s,
major development isexpected to occur next in the Georgetown and and Milton areas. " Georgetown is growing by
leaps and bounds,” said Mrs. McCauley who anticipates the building of a second elementary school to join St.
Joseph's in Acton, as well as a secondary school in Georgetown.

Mrs. McCauley also forecasts that technology will continue to have amajor impact on education asit is more and
more intricately intertwined with curriculum.

The School Board is now focusing inwardly with revisions to curriculum and educational strategies for thefuture.

"The Board will haveto look continuously at its programming. Education is changing very rapidly. Cognizant of
the changes in the world, staff will require constant development so that students will be fully prepared for the
future," said Mrs. McCauley.

Mr. Schrenk sharesthat vision of thefuture. "Wehavetofind out what people really want. Moredemands are being
made by parents to set the agenda, to set curriculum and for schools to be more specific about what students are
taught,” said Mr. Schrenk.

And as society changes, its needs changetoo. While it appears more responsibilities are being foisted upon school
boards, Mr. Schrenk said many may be justified by the changing needs of society. "There are a lot of external
pressures being brought to bear on education. We'll have to look at whether we'll he ableto do full justice to our
mandate.” said Mr. Schrenk.

In an age when budgetary restraint isthe unhappy norm, Mr. Byrnessaid funding equity for Catholic school boards
in Ontario still hasalong way to go. Fiscal challenge however, isone challenge the Halton Roman Catholic School
Board has met directly.

"It'savery difficult timetobeon school boardsnow," said Father Mihm, " Andtheseparate school boardsarefeeling
itagreat deal morethan public boards. There may befull funding but westill haven'tarrived at fair funding or equal
funding. We're al faced with the same degree of cutbacks but since there's not the same degree of funding, the
separate school boards are the ones that must take the more drastic measures,” he said.
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School boardsin general expanded their equi pment standardsin everything
from science classes to auto shop.
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"Finances have always been a heavy concern,” said former Burlingtontrustee Mr. Bob O'Brien, recalling hisfirst
years with the former Burlington School Board, "Our concern was with rising costs, the sameissue which they're
dealing with now."

Whilechangeloomsin regardto the method of financing education, perhapsthetip of theicebergisthenew efforts
of publicand Catholic school boardsand municipal government cooperationinregardsto consolidatingpurchasing
and transportationin order to save money.

The areaof budgetis also one that now bears a much different face than at the time of the amalgamation 24 years
ago. Mr. Schrenk perhaps best summarized growth in the area of budget when he reflected on hislast decade asa
trusteeand noted that withinthat time, withinthe spacedf threetofour years, the School Board budget jumpedfrom
one of $30 millionto $100 million.

1994 has been earmarked as a year in which to celebrate the School Board's accomplishments, its staff and its
students. The Board's 25th year.

"There are many celebrationsfocusing on the staff and studentsand the accomplishments this Board, this system
and its people, havemade over thelast 25 years," said Mrs. McCauley. "We want to concentrateon the excellence

of staff and studentsand highlight that, not only to our taxpayersbut so that thewholeprovinceisawareof it," sad
Mrs. McCauley.

"With the limited resources we've had over the years, thisBoard, as you look back historically, has many, many
accomplishments,” Mrs. McCauley smiles.

Mr. Hawken also credits the support of Halton's Catholic school system by the Hamilton Dioceseand noted that
Bishop Anthony Tonnos isaleader who always makeshimself availableto the system. "When | look back oniit, |
say "Hey it's not abad system, not abad system at all. It's better than most and | don't regret one minuteof it," said
Mr. Hawken.

"What the system has achieved is commendabl e given the funding restraintsit has had to cope with," admits Mr.
Bymes, who at the November 1993 Board meeting announced to the Board of Trustees and chairman, Irene
McCauley, hisdecisionto retire as of August 1994.

According to Mrs. McCauley, one of the magjor challengesaf 1994 is theloss of Mr. Byrnesas education director
and the search for someoneto replace him.

"Mr. Bymes has served this Board faithfully with a distinctive flair, an innovative style and an unmistakeable
commitment to social justiceand theteachingsand valuesof theCatholicfaith," said Mrs. McCauley, adding," Our
systemisareflectionof hisgreat leadership and his many accomplishments.”

Mr. Byrneswas only the second education director of the Halton Roman Catholic School Board, having taken the
position two years after the 1969 amalgamation, upon Mr. James Hogan's retirement, in 1971.

Mr. Bymes, a Hamilton nativewho'sfather to eight childrenand has made Burlingtonhishome, hol dsdegreesfrom
McMaster University, The University of Toronto and Y ork University. He graduated from Hamilton's Teachers
Collegein 1956.

Mrs. McCauley described Mr. Byrnes as approachable with an open door to others and remembered how he
traditionally played Santa Claus with young Kindergarten students.
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With the success of the Halton Catholic School Board's secondary school panel under his belt, Mr. Byrnesis
particularly enthusiastic about the Board's new Strategic Plan. We've got the bricksand mortar, now wehaveto ask
"What isour vision? What are we all about? " We can't forget our "raison d'étre,"" he said.

AthisApril 15,1994 retirement celebration, Mr. Bymessaid, "Catholiceducationin Halton isstrong, itsfoundation
issecure and itsfutureis bright.”

It was at that retirement gala that School Board chairman Irene McCauley announced that the Board of Trustees
had approved the renaming of the 802 Drury Lane administration centre, The Clifford G. Byrnes Catholic
Education Centre, in Mr. Byrnes' honour.

Hamilton Diocese Bishop Anthony Tonnos said Mr. Bymes had made Christian beliefs "presentable, acceptable
and even, miraculoudly, likeable" in changing times. Mr. Byrnes received a Papal Blessing from Pope John Paul
IT in recognition of his serviceto Catholic education in Halton.

"Cliff Bymes walked with the people of Halton and gave them all he had towards moving ahead in the great
human and spiritual endeavor that is the Halton Roman Catholic School Board," said Mr. Denis Nolan, former
Halton superintendent and now education director in Ottawa.

Nicknamed a"cuddly bear" who wasn't just a boss or colleague, but afriend, Byrnes was known for his con-
tinual petitioning to see a Halton school named St. Brigid.

Infuture, Mr. Bymesforeseesthe need to continue examining theeducation systemin view of financia constraint,
the governance of school boardsand the need for schools to establish expanded links with the business community
to better grasp the changes occuring in the business world.

"Catholic schoolswill always have theresponsibility of supporting Catholic valuesin an ever diversifying student
population,” said Mr. Byrnes.

After 23 years at the helm of the Halton Roman Catholic School Board, Mr. Byrnes chose the School Board's 25th
anniversary year - 1994 - to step aside to make room for a new vision for the future and aleader to take the Board
into the 21st Century.
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