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Pilot Overview
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The Pilot to Support Transitions to Postsecondary Pathways for Students with 
Developmental Disabilities (2017-2020) aimed to improve transition outcomes for 
students leaving school for community settings, work, or college (Community Integration 
through Cooperative Education – C-ICE) and support school boards in sharing and learning 
from one another.

Eight school boards were funded to participate:

• Lead Boards (2)
Conseil des écoles Catholiques du Centre-Est

Durham District School Board

• Supporting Boards (6)
Conseil scolaire catholique Providence
Halton Catholic District School Board
Lambton-Kent District School Board
Limestone District School Board
Nipissing-Parry Sound Catholic District School Board
Rainy River District School Board



Focus Areas of the Collaborative Project 
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❖ The Role of the Transition Coordinator
❖ Community Partnerships Including Integrated Transition 

Planning (ITP)
❖ Staff Training
❖ Student Portfolios/Career-Life Planning
❖ Working with Families
❖ Longitudinal Tracking
❖ Resources 
❖ Preparation for Work
❖ Working with Colleges (CICE Programs)



HCDSB Project Products
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Staff Training and Resources
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Electronic Transition Platform For 

Staff Use 

We have completed transition and 

programming resources for staff. These 

are housed on D2L Brightspace and 

available to all SERTS. The main page of 

the platform is depicted here.



Below is a graphic of the D2L organizational structure:a graphic of its 
organizational structure a graphic of its organizational structure 
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Community Partnerships

Collaborative Endeavours
We continue to collaborate with our community partners through 
community events and various committee commitments
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Student Portfolios/Career-Life Planning and 
Working With Families
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Development of a Community Pathways section for 

HCDSB’s myBlueprint platform. It has the following 

components:

• pathway information

• a family guide outlining transition processes to post-

secondary pathways (currently in development and in 

draft form), 

• a section outlining community events and helpful 

websites
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Next steps:
❖ Solicit feedback on Family Transition Guide

❖ Continue to develop transition planning processes and resources that will be 
available online through myBlueprint

❖ Work on adding further resources and refine existing resources for the 
electronic D2L staff platform

❖ Training of all CLC/ STC/Life Skills classroom teachers on the use of the 
Community Pathways section of myBlueprint

❖ Continue to meet our commitments to collaborate with participating boards 
and the Ministry initiative for the 2020-2021 school year
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Questions??
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Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC) 

Association Report 

 

Association: Halton Down Syndrome Association 

Representativ

e: 

Dan Hotopeleanu 

Meeting 

Date: 

January 25, 2021 

Upcoming 

Events or 

Conferences 

Share the Joy of Down Syndrome: 

7th Annual World Down Syndrome Day 

School Contest 

HDSA is thrilled to officially launch our Seventh Annual World Down Syndrome Day 

(WDSD) School Contest! Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, we have made some changes.  

The WDSD School Contest encourages schools to celebrate World Down Syndrome Day, 

which takes place on March 21st, by showing their creativity and spreading awareness about 

Down syndrome throughout their community. This year’s theme is: Share the Joy of Down 

Syndrome!  

Schools and students are encouraged to celebrate WDSD in February and/or March by 

sharing the joy of Down syndrome: it could be an act of kindness, a loving memory, a piece 

of art, a favourite activity, or more! Submissions can then be posted to social media by 

April 16th, 2021.  

We understand that this school year is unlike most, but we hope you can reach out to the 

Principal, Teacher and/or SERT of your children’s school and invite them to join the 

contest. This is a great opportunity for them to foster diversity and inclusion in their school 

community, have fun and win prizes! Because of the nature of this school year, students can 

also enter the contest as individuals! 

Please keep in mind that schools or individuals must register for the contest by January 

31st, 2021! 



 

Website 

links/Brochur

e /Flyer 

attachments: 

 

. For more information about the Contest, please visit: 

https://www.haltondownsyndrome.com/world-down-syndrome-day/wdsd-contest/ 

 

New 

Initiatives: 

Life under lockdown: 

HDSA is employing a range of initiatives to keep the level of engagement of children 

on peer activities online. We had a number of enjoyable holiday related activities in 

December and for the first quarter of 2021 

- Book club – Monday afternoons 

- Workouts – Tuesday and Thursdays 

- Cooking – Tuesday evening 

- Music – Wednesday evening 

- Beyond Writing – Thursday evening 

- Friday movie club 

- Saturday Night social - Bingo, Trivia, Music and more! 
- Virtual Dance Program with The Dance Ability Movement! 8 week program 

Classes:  

  Tots Creative Movement (Ages 2-6) - Saturdays from 9:30-10:00 AM  

  Kids Hip Hop (Ages 7-10) - Saturdays from 10:05-10:35 AM  

  Tweens Hip Hop (Ages 11-17) - Mondays from 6:30-7:15 PM  

  Teen/Adult Hip Hop (18+) - Mondays from 7:20-8:05 PM 

- Workshop: Fostering & Maintaining Friendships - tips or advice on how to foster and 

maintain friendships with typical children 

- Virtual Parent Support Group. The goal of this will be for our parents to come 

together, ask questions, vent, provide feedback, etc. in a safe space with other HDSA 

Parents/Caregivers 

In terms of technology we found Zoom to be the most intuitive and reliable for use of 

all ages. 

https://haltondownsyndrome.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0f38add9d3c616d5a11197f22&id=fcda547d54&e=cd67c90af0


 

Other 

Information: 

2021 Halton Walk  for Down Syndrome will take place on Saturday, June 19th 2021!  

It looks likely to be a virtual walk similar to 2020. More details to be available after 

January board meeting. 

 


