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Project SEARCH  
In The News

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fglobalnews.ca%2Fvideo%2F6501947%2Fhalton-school-to-work-transition-program-for-students-with-developmental-disabilities&data=04%7C01%7CHughesA2%40hcdsb.org%7C294a9d209cd54120bd7b08d8d38cb1f8%7C2537ab7d25bd498aa6427c135779e6d2%7C1%7C0%7C637491948528576624%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=KdGJSnun2krWMJFEkxs28HMQKsQ%2FoUPDTIIRIM7T5yc%3D&reserved=0


Project SEARCH Transition Model

Project SEARCH is a one-year, school-to-work 

program for young people in their final year of 

high school with intellectual and developmental 

disabilities:



Project SEARCH Description



Project SEARCH Eligibility Criteria



Project SEARCH Successful Outcomes



Project SEARCH Curriculum



Latest Updates:

 Milton Hospital identified as potential Project SEARCH site for Fall of 

2021

 Six potential placements as a start, with the potential to grow to 12. 

Initial start-up would require one teacher (provided by school board) 

and two skills trainers (provided by CLNH)

 License to be held jointly by CLNH and HCDSB funded partially by 

Ministry project initiative.

 Next steps would entail teacher selection, publicity regarding 

program, parent communication, student selection, staff training, site 

preparation



Additional Benefits of the Program
▪ Program model aligns with provincial mandates to 

work collaboratively with community partners—in this 

case CLNH-- regarding transitions (i.e. Integrated 

transition planning process, PPM156)

▪ Program has potential to expand to other sites and 

employers within Halton – Serves as a model for 

community businesses to acquire and train employees

▪ Resources can inform co-op practices within HCDSB 

and function as capacity building for school staff



After School Skills Development Program
Presented by Jodi O’Reilly & Karen McCarthy



What is the ASSDP? 
• Two year funding from the Ministry of Education.

• The After School Skills Development Program supports students with 

Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) as well as students with other special 

education needs.

Program Focus:

• Social skills

• Communication skills

• Self-regulation

• Life-planning skills



Programs Running:

Children’s Friendship Training (CFT)

• An evidenced based program that focuses on social skills 
development for elementary aged children.

The Program for the Education and Enrichment of 
Skills (PEERS)

• An evidenced based program that focuses on socials skills for 
adolescents.



PEERS

16 week virtual session 

1 session per week  – 4:30 – 6:00pm

Target audience – higher functioning ASD students in secondary

Approx. 10 students per group

Parent engagement throughout the program



PEERS
Participation Requirements

• Students who struggle making and/or maintaining 
friendships

• Students in high school

• Must be interested in attending the program, participate 
voluntarily and consistently attend

• Must have verbal communication skills

• Must be able to participate in a virtual group setting 
without additional support

• Parent must be willing to participate



PEERS
Topics of Instruction:

• How to use appropriate conversational skills
• How to find common interests by trading information
• How to appropriately use humour
• How to enter and exit conversations between peers
• How to handle rejection, teasing, and bullying
• How to handle rumours and gossip
• How to be a good host during get-togethers
• How to make phone calls to friends
• How to choose appropriate friends
• How to be a good sport
• How to handle arguments and disagreements
• How to change a bad reputation



Children’s Friendship Training

12 week virtual program

1 session per week – 4:30 – 5:30pm 

Approx. 10 students per group

Parent engagement throughout the program



Children’s Friendship Training
Participation Requirements:

• A diagnosis of Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) or have other social 
challenges (e.g. ADHD etc.) in grades 2-8

• Requires support to establish and/or maintain friendships 
• Must have verbal communication skills 
• Must be able to participate in a virtual group setting with minimal 

support
• Must be motivated to learn ways to make friends and interested in 

attending
• Must demonstrate emerging social skills (interest in engaging with 

peers, plays simple games, etc.))and have an interest in building 
relationships with same-aged peers

• Parent must be willing to participate



Children’s Friendship Training

Topics of Instruction:
• How to ‘play detective’ to find common interests
• How to join a group of kids at play
• How to handle rejection, teasing, and bullying
• How to be a good host on a playdate
• How to be a good winner
• How to be a good sport
• How to show respect to adults
• How to make phone calls to friends



Staff Involved
➢ Each program includes multi-disciplinary collaboration

➢ Current staff includes: Communicative Disorders Assistants, Behaviour 

Analysts, Child and Youth Counsellors, Educational Assistants and 

Teachers with Special Education Qualifications.

5 Groups Running: 

• 1 PEERS group – 2 BAs, 1 Teacher, 1 CYC, 1 EA
• CFT Gr. 2/3 – 1 Teacher, 1 CDA, 1 EA, 1 CYC
• CFT Gr. 4 – 1 Teacher, 2 CYCs, 1 EA
• CFT Gr. 4/5/6 – 1 Teacher, 2 CYCs, 1EA
• CFT Gr. 7/8 – 1 Teacher, 2 CYCs, 1 EA 



Data Collection

• Students and/or Parents will complete a pre and post 
survey to measure growth over the course of the 
program. 

• A feedback survey will be given to staff and parents 
regarding the program to help inform future ASSD 
Programs.
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Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC) 

Association Report 

 

Association: Autism Ontario 

Representative: Debra Bardon 

Meeting Date: February 22, 2021 

Upcoming Events or 

Conferences 

World Autism Awareness Day is April 2, 2021 (Good Friday) 

Autism Ontario will be celebrating Raise the Flag on April 6, 2021. No 

in-person events this year due to covid-19. 

 

Through the simple act of raising a flag, unites families, schools, 

communities, government and professionals in recognizing World Autism 

Day, and celebrates autistic people while bringing to light the systemic 

barriers that must be removed to create a more supportive and inclusive 

Ontario for them. 

 
Please register by Tuesday, March 10th, 2021 if you require a flag. 
 

Schools: 

*Register and have access to our Educator Toolkits which include 

activities and educational videos. 

*You can share your school’s stories of inclusion and acceptance. 

*Share your creativity by entering our flag colouring contest (with prizes) 

starting on March 6th! – check Facebook for details and registration. 

→ https://raisetheflagforautism.com/ 

 

    
 

Website links/Brochure 

/Flyer attachments: 

Website: https://www.autismontario.com/ 

➔ Find a Chapter drop down menu to search for regional chapters 

throughout the province. 

 

Newsletter: register to receive email updates about news and events. 

➔ https://www.autismontario.com/newsletter 
 

https://raisetheflagforautism.com/
https://www.autismontario.com/
https://www.autismontario.com/newsletter?fbclid=IwAR1PDwxHecjyc7jOfM450qX2ZDzrapPOxmS4IPlNLqpiHVzZ_qr4ujtRyno


 

Halton Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/AutismOntarioCW/ 

➔ Halton falls within the “Central West Chapter” of Autism Ontario.  

This region covers the areas of Peel, Waterloo, Wellington, 

Hamilton, and Halton. 
 

New Initiatives: Transitioning many of Autism Ontario’s programs & services to 

online/virtual formats: 

 

- Parent & Sibling Support groups 

- Educational & Training Seminars 

- Leisure & Social Programs – virtual classes for yoga, martial arts, 

cooking, art  

- Activity packages delivered to homes from local businesses – arts & 

crafts, sensory-related items 

- Twists on fundraising initiatives – virtual wine tasting & cooking with 

all items delivered to your door, online auctions 

 

*All events require pre-registration. Typically, events & services are free of 

charge to registrants, occasionally there is a small cost. 

 

Other Information: Respite services not available at this time for any events. 

 

Website tools: guidance for caregivers, family, friends & educators 

regarding managing various aspects of life when living with Autism. 

Includes helpful information for holidays, school & therapy, life stages or 

transitions. Service navigation and funding (OAP). Autism Ontario 

research, reports & surveys. Stories of real-life inspiration. 

-  

 

https://www.facebook.com/AutismOntarioCW/


 

 

Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC) 

Association Report 

 

Association: Learning Disabilities Association of Halton-Hamilton 

Representative: Samantha Sweet 

Meeting Date: February 22nd, 2021 

Upcoming Events or 
Conferences 

LDAHH's 10th Annual Educator's Conference is coming up on March 
5th/6th. This is an online event with expert speakers from across Canada 
and the US. We have 4 keynote speakers and 12 breakout sessions in four 
streams (literacy, mathematics, AT and social-emotional wellbeing). All 
speaker sessions will be recorded and available to registrants for 30 days, 
allowing them to access all content from the event. Tickets are currently on 
sale at an EARLY BIRD price which finishes on February 14th. We 
encourage anyone interested in education for students with learning 
disabilities to attend or register to receive exclusive access to the 

recordings. 

Website links/Brochure 
/Flyer attachments: 

www.ldahh.ca 

New Initiatives: LDAHH is also proud to announce that it is launching two new Executive 
Functioning programs for students in February: 

• One program will be offered for students in Grades 8-12, twice a 
week for four weeks. This is focused on building intrinsic 
motivation towards school success and helping students identify 
which learning strategies and tools will assist them with their 
unique learning needs. This program starts on February 15th online 

• We will also be starting a program this month for parents of 
students in the younger grades, helping them to reinforce 
successful learning, organizational and engagement strategies to 
support their children at home.  

 
As soon as Public Health allows, LDAHH will be restarting its in-person 
Social Skills program. This is an 8-week program with one session each 
week for students and one-session each week for follow-up with parents. 
The aim of the program is to encourage friendship, positive 
social/emotional behaviours, active listening, effective communication, 
and understanding of social norms. These skills will be taught through 
group discussion, play-based activities, team building games, and role-
playing, and children will benefit from working together with other 
children that have similarities to them. This program is partially funded by 
a community donor and is offered at just $125 for all 16 sessions.  



 

Finally, LDAHH is currently recruiting Youth Ambassadors for its Y2Y 
Program, funded by the Gaylea Foundation. Youth must be aged 15 to 24 
and have a learning disability and/or ADHD. They will be involved in 
organizing monthly workshops for other youth with the support and 
involvement of LDAHH staff. These Ambassadors will speak about their 
lived experience with an LD to other youth and will help give our youth a 
voice in the community, and reduce the stigma associated with learning 
disabilities. We are looking for applicants from all segments of the 
community, and who demonstrate different versions of 'success' in life. 
Applications can be made online at www.ldahh.ca and are open until 
February 14th. 
 

Other Information:  

 

https://www.ldahh.ca/



