
POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING
AGENDA

 
Date: Tuesday, May 11, 2021
Time: 7:00 pm
Location: Microsoft Teams

Pages

1. Call to Order

1.1. Opening Prayer (V. Iantomasi)

2. Approvals

2.1. Approval of Agenda

2.2. Approval of Minutes - April 13, 2021 1 - 8

3. Declarations of Conflict of Interest

4. Action Items

4.1. Policy III-11 Hiring and Promotion Policy, Academic and Non-Academic
Personnel (J. O'Hara)

9 - 14

4.2. Policy I-46 Correspondence to the Board of Trustees (B. Agnew, H. Karabela) 15 - 20

4.3. Policy I-06 Delegation to the Board (B. Agnew) 21 - 25

4.4. Policy II-29 Inclusion and Range of Placement Options for Identified
Exceptional Students (S. Balogh)

26 - 30

4.5. Policy II-40 Bullying Prevention and Intervention (A. Cordeiro) 31 - 38

5. Discussion Items

5.1. Policy I-23 Catholic School Councils and Catholic Parent Involvement
Committee (N. Dinolfo)

39 - 41

6. Information Items

6.1. Upcoming Agenda Items (June 8, 2021)

6.1.1. Policy I-11 International Student Admission Requirements (Fee Paying
Students) (A. Lofts, A. Cordeiro)

6.1.2. Policy I-23 Catholic School Councils and Catholic Parent Involvement
Committee (N. Dinolfo)

6.1.3. Policy I-26 Student Trustees on the Halton Catholic District School
Board (N. Guzzo, B. Agnew)

6.1.4. Policy II-09 Opening and Closing Exercises (N. Guzzo, K. Kelly)



6.1.5. Policy V-08 School Anniversary Celebration (L. Naar, A. Swinden)

6.1.6. Policy V-12 Blessing and Official Opening of a New School (L. Naar, A.
Swinden)

6.1.7. Policy V-13 Blessing and Rededication of a Major Addition to a School
(L. Naar, A. Swinden)

6.1.8. Rescind Policy I-08 School Sites and Operating Budget (A. Lofts)

6.1.9. Rescind Policy IV-07 Alternative Arrangements for School Facilities (A.
Lofts)

6.1.10. Information Items (June 8, 2021)

6.1.10.1. Administrative Procedure VI-17 International Student Admission
Requirements (Non-Resident) (A. Lofts, A. Cordeiro)

6.1.10.2. Administrative Procedure VI-61 Recognition and
Acknowledgement of Dignitaries, Board Officials at Board and
School Events (L. Naar, A. Swinden)

6.1.10.3. Administrative Procedure VI-83 Video Surveillance (M. Grysiuk)

6.1.10.4. Administrative Procedure VI-84 Catholic School Councils and
Catholic Parent Involvement Committee (N. Dinolfo)

6.1.10.5. Administrative Procedure VI-94 International Student Program -
Agents of Fee Paying Students (A. Lofts, A. Cordeiro)

7. Miscellaneous Information

8. In Camera

9. Motion to Excuse Absent Committee Members

10. Motion to Adjourn/ Closing Prayer (H. Karabela)  
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https://www.hcdsb.org/Board/Policies/PoliciesProcedures/VI-28%20Selection%20and%20Appointment%20of%20Positions%20of%20Academic%20Administrative%20Responsibilities.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/Board/Policies/PoliciesProcedures/I-02%20Records%20and%20Information%20Management.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/Board/Policies/PoliciesProcedures/I-16%20Records%20Management%20Under%20MFIPPA.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/Board/Policies/PoliciesProcedures/VI-82%20Records%20and%20Information%20Management%20Procedure.pdf
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/const/
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/90e02
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/90h19
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/900298/v4
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/extra/eng/ppm/165.html
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https://www.hcdsb.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/2016-Procedural-By-Laws-June-21-2016.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/V-18-Community-Engagement-and-Public-Consultation-Policy.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/V-09-Public-Concerns-Complaints-Process.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Guidelines-for-Trustee-Communications.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/I-06-Delegation-to-the-Board.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/I-36-Trustee-Code-of-Conduct.pdf
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https://www.hcdsb.org/Board/Policies/PoliciesProcedures/I-06%20Delegation%20to%20the%20Board.pdf
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https://www.hcdsb.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/2016-07-Delegation-to-Board-General.pdf
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https://www.hcdsb.org/Board/Policies/PoliciesProcedures/2016%20Procedural%20By-Laws%20-%20June%2021,%202016.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/Board/Policies/PoliciesProcedures/V-18%20Community%20Engagement%20and%20Public%20Consultation%20Policy.pdf
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/90m56
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https://www.hcdsb.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/II-13-Psycho-Education-Psychological-Assessment-of-Individual-Students.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/II-45-Equity-and-Inclusive-Education.pdf
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/90e02#BK3
https://www.hcdsb.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Special-Education-Annual-Plan_2020.pdf
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjgwOy5mYneAhWmz4MKHdUFAlkQFjAAegQIChAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ontario.ca%2Flaws%2Fregulation%2F980181&usg=AOvVaw14hNdzRPoZKMUbQqM8BkvQ
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjgwOy5mYneAhWmz4MKHdUFAlkQFjAAegQIChAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ontario.ca%2Flaws%2Fregulation%2F980181&usg=AOvVaw14hNdzRPoZKMUbQqM8BkvQ
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjGvbvKmYneAhUQ8YMKHc15CecQFjAAegQIAhAC&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.edu.gov.on.ca%2Fextra%2Feng%2Fppm%2F140.pdf&usg=AOvVaw3LquWTwAURC61iqqv4yQIS
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjGvbvKmYneAhUQ8YMKHc15CecQFjAAegQIAhAC&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.edu.gov.on.ca%2Fextra%2Feng%2Fppm%2F140.pdf&usg=AOvVaw3LquWTwAURC61iqqv4yQIS
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiTv9G6m4neAhVD5oMKHevLCFUQFjAAegQIAxAC&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.edu.gov.on.ca%2Fextra%2Feng%2Fppm%2Fppm149.pdf&usg=AOvVaw2qFthWy0YWWT9FeiJtf8vT
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiTv9G6m4neAhVD5oMKHevLCFUQFjAAegQIAxAC&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.edu.gov.on.ca%2Fextra%2Feng%2Fppm%2Fppm149.pdf&usg=AOvVaw2qFthWy0YWWT9FeiJtf8vT
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwinrOqlm4neAhWd_YMKHXs1AJEQFjAAegQIARAC&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.edu.gov.on.ca%2Fextra%2Feng%2Fppm%2Fppm156.pdf&usg=AOvVaw14LCoUKFzS7MQp6YxhwcfG
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiQsezEm4neAhVr44MKHWeIAwQQFjAAegQIBRAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ontario.ca%2Flaws%2Fregulation%2F900298&usg=AOvVaw2ZpC1zmHD9Tq1yr7MzX5Sq
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http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/document/policy/os/2017/SpecEdFinal2018.pdf
https://scc-csc.lexum.com/scc-csc/scc-csc/en/item/1471/index.do
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/980181
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/980181
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https://www.hcdsb.org/Board/Policies/PoliciesProcedures/I-43%20Use%20of%20Technology%20and%20Digital%20Citizenship.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/Board/Policies/PoliciesProcedures/VI-62%20Use%20of%20Technology%20and%20Digital%20Citizenship.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/Board/Policies/PoliciesProcedures/VI-63%20Social%20Media.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/Board/Policies/PoliciesProcedures/II-39%20Progressive%20Discipline%20and%20Safety%20In%20Schools.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/Board/Policies/PoliciesProcedures/II-39%20Progressive%20Discipline%20and%20Safety%20In%20Schools.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/Board/Policies/PoliciesProcedures/VI-44%20Progressive%20Discipline%20and%20Safety%20in%20Schools.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/Board/Policies/PoliciesProcedures/II-45%20Equity%20and%20Inclusive%20Education.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/Board/Policies/PoliciesProcedures/VI-54%20Equity%20and%20Inclusive%20Education.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/Board/Policies/PoliciesProcedures/VI-60%20Student%20Groups%20in%20Catholic%20Schools.pdf
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https://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=4&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjlt8qXjuneAhWNnoMKHZ9iBu4QFjADegQIBhAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ontario.ca%2Flaws%2Fstatute%2F90e02&usg=AOvVaw0gfsNm4CmvXQoD6zEnjOvx
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/90m56
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjb55y-k-neAhUrrYMKHetSDFQQFjAAegQIBRAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.edu.gov.on.ca%2Feng%2Fsafeschools%2Fcode.html&usg=AOvVaw0rl9OLEY6iwQjJxChKJHxB
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/safeschools/parent-guide-code-conduct.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/extra/eng/ppm/119.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/extra/eng/ppm/119.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/extra/eng/ppm/ppm-128-nov-2019.pdf
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjO9Nrck-neAhVkqoMKHY7rDi8QFjABegQIBBAC&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.edu.gov.on.ca%2Fextra%2Feng%2Fppm%2F144.pdf&usg=AOvVaw2mQQQZmFty1vfpUmWMUCGD
http://edu.gov.on.ca/extra/eng/ppm/145.pdf
https://www.laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/y-1.5/index.html
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Summary of responses received from HCDSB School Councils regarding Procedure 

No. VI-84, Section – Requirements, Sub-section - Membership 

 

Background 

The HCDSB Board of Trustees asked School Councils for their input on the membership requirements as 

detailed in Procedure No. VI-84, Section - Requirements, Sub-section - Membership.   

By way of background, the Board has received the following anecdotal feedback that the Procedure: 

• is restrictive in that it limits the number of non-Catholic members and in certain 

situations/schools makes it difficult to fill all Parent Member positions on a School Council, 

• is not reflective of an inclusive environment,  

• should maintain a majority of Catholic membership on School Councils, reflective of our Catholic 

school system. 

School Council Chairs were asked to share this information with their School Council, discuss it and 

summarize their School Council's feedback, including any recommendations for potential changes to the 

Policy and/or Procedure. 

 

School Council Responses 

Of the 9 secondary schools and 45 elementary schools in the HCDSB, we received responses from 4 

secondary schools (44%) and 16 elementary schools (35%) 

As an open-ended question was posed to School Councils rather than a specific question, it is difficult to 

summarize the responses statistically.  In addition, some School Councils submitted each member’s 

point of view and others attempted to summarize the School Council’s combined view.   

It was pointed out in a few responses, that perhaps the procedure regarding School Council membership 

should be different for elementary and secondary schools. As Baptism of the child or parent is a 

requirement for entry into a HCDSB elementary school, every elementary school student generally has 

at least one Catholic parent. Conversely, in secondary schools, because registration is open to anyone, 

the proportion of students and parents that are not Catholic is significantly higher. As such, we have 

attempted to analyze the School Council responses for elementary schools and secondary schools 

separately. 

It is important to note that the responses received varied widely in their thoughts regarding the 

current procedure. However, taking into consideration all the responses, we feel the following themes 

emerged. 

Elementary School Councils 

There was general agreement for allowing the number of non-Catholics on School Council to increase. 

Some of the reasons that respondents indicated were at play in this decision was a desire to be inclusive 

and the ability to attract more School Council members. Other reasoning given included the fact that 

40



because at the elementary level one parent is Catholic, and the family has chosen to send their child to a 

Catholic school, both parents should be able to be involved in the School Council of their child’s school.   

Those opposed to increasing the number of non-Catholic members on School Council were primarily 

concerned about preserving Catholicity in our schools. On the contrary, two respondents did point out 

that School Councils are generally involved in fundraising and community events, so the number of non-

Catholics on School Council should not impact the school’s ability to ensure that Catholic values are 

upheld.  

Some responses specifically addressed whether the majority of School Council members should be 

Catholic. Of these responses, the more widely held view was that the majority of School Council 

members should be Catholic.  

Another issue addressed in some of the responses was whether the School Council Chair should be 

Catholic. Of these responses, the general consensus was that the Chair should be Catholic, however, 

several responses indicated that, in the case of Co-Chairs, only one Co-Chair needed to be Catholic. 

Secondary School Councils 

From the responses received, there were more responses supporting the possibility of increasing the 

number of non-Catholic members permitted on School Council, then those wishing to maintain the 

current number of non-Catholic members. Respondents supporting the increase indicated that the 

following reasons: non-Catholic members bring valuable input to the table, increasing the number of 

non-Catholic members would be more inclusive, increasing the number of non-Catholic members would 

more accurately reflect the school community, and that anyone who was willing to contribute their time 

should be able to.  

Those opposing the increase indicated that they felt the current policy was fine, that their School 

Councils did not have an issue attracting members and that we were already being inclusive in 

permitting two non-Catholic members.  

Also noteworthy was the comment that the non-Catholic School Council membership should be 

expressed as a percentage rather than a fixed number (i.e. 25% of council members rather than 2 

council members) 

Several responses indicated that the majority, or a significant majority, of School Council members 

should be Catholic (i.e. 50% or more) and that the Chair (or one Co-Chair) should be Catholic. 

Other Findings 

There were multiple respondents that were non-Catholic who indicated that they did not feel valued, or 

equal, due to their Non-Catholicity. 

The responses seemed to indicate that there may be some confusion at some schools regarding whether 

non-Catholic members can vote. A few responses specifically indicated that they did not permit non-

Catholics to vote even if they held a School Council seat. This is not inline with the current policy.  

One elementary school also noted that they do not have a limit on the number of School Council 

members permitted. 
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