
 
SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SEAC) MEETING

AGENDA
 

Date: May 31, 2021
Time: 7:00 pm
Location: Microsoft Teams

Pages

1. Call to Order

1.1. Opening Prayer and Land Acknowledgement (Chair) - 5 minutes

1.2. Approval of Agenda (Chair) - 2 minutes

2. Presentations

2.1. Special Education Summer Learning Program (J. O'Reilly & Chiefs of Service) -
15 minutes
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2.2. Supporting Special Education Students in Destreamed Math (J. O'Reilly & K.
Davison) - 30 minutes

8

3. Actions to be Taken

3.1. Approval of Minutes - April 19, 2021 (Chair) - 2 minutes 25

4. Declarations of Conflict of Interest

5. Business Arising from Previous Meetings 36

6. Special Education Board Policy Review

7. Action and Information Items

7.1. Special Education Plan (S. Balogh) - 15 minutes

7.2. Summary of Student Exceptionalities (S. Balogh) - 5 minutes 37

7.3. Nominations re: Autism Ontario (Chair) - 5 minutes

8. Communication to SEAC

8.1. Superintendent Report (S. Balogh) - 10 minutes



8.2. Trustee Report (M. Duarte) - 5 minutes

8.3. Association Report - Halton Down Syndrome Association (D. Hotopeleanu) - 10
minutes

38

9. SEAC Discussion/Questions - 15 minutes

10. Meeting Summary and Next Steps

11. Next Agenda:

12. Resolution re: Absentees

13. Adjournment and Closing Prayer



Special Education 

Summer Learning 

Programs & Supports 

2021
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Support
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Providing SERT support for: 

Grade 6 – 8 Literacy and Numeracy 
Program 

Grade 3-6 Camp Summerland 
Program

Secondary Credit Courses
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Special Education Summer 
Learning Program

• A two-week special education summer learning program designed for 

students from grades 4-12+ who would benefit from continued functional 

literacy, functional numeracy, social skills and communication skills.

• 3 hours per day of  virtual synchronous learning, with scheduled breaks.

• This program will be taught by a special education teacher and may include 

a speech language pathologist/CDA, child youth counsellor, educational

assistant and/or a behaviour analyst.
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Special Education Transition Summer 
Learning Program

• A one-week special education summer learning program designed for 
students in grades 4 – 12+ who would benefit from 
social and communication skills development with a focus on closing gaps in 
skills development, learning, and on establishing classroom routines prior to 
the opening of  schools in September 2021 (virtual learning or face-to face).

• 3 hours per day of  virtual synchronous learning with scheduled breaks.

• This program will be taught by a special education teacher and may include 
a speech and language pathologist/CDA, child youth 
counsellor, educational assistant and/or a behaviour analyst.
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Mental 

Health

Potential Summer Supports

• Individual and Group Support by Social 
Workers, CYCs and Psychology – students on 
case load and new referrals

• Elementary and Secondary Summer School 
Programs

• Camp Summerland

• Group work: Transition Support, Kids Have 
Stress Too, School Mental Health Ontario 
Action Kit Supports
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Social Work 

Programming

Social Workers

• Summer School programs will have an 

assigned social worker to provide support as 

requested by the administrator at the school.

• A covering social worker will be available to 

support requests for service that come in 

through the Board switchboard.

• Students on existing social work caseloads 

will be referred for summer follow up as 

needed.

• Social Workers will collaborate in creating 

content for re-engagement groups for 

students as well as running the groups.
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Child & Youth 

Counsellor 

Programming

Child & Youth Counsellors

• Summer School programs will have an 
assigned CYC to provide support as 
requested by the administrator at the 
school.

• CYCs will be available to support requests 
for service that come in through the 
Board switchboard.

• Students on existing CYCs caseloads will 
be referred for summer follow up as 
needed.

• CYCs will collaborate in creating content 
to support students for delivering groups 
as well as running the groups.
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De-streaming & Special 
Education
Why, Who, What & How

Kristy Davison, 
Curriculum Consultant

Jodi O’Reilly,
Special Education Coordinator
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Achieving Believing Belonging

As a model learning community that is 
distinctly Catholic, we support all students 
to Achieve, Believe and Belong 
in accordance with the core principles of 
Catholic Social Teaching, equitable 
outcomes for all, the Ontario Human Rights 
Code and a commitment to upholding 
Indigenous Rights and strengthening 
relationships with Indigenous communities.
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HCDSB aspires to uphold that all people are created in the image and 
likeness of God, and as such dignity is inherent in all. (Genesis: 1:27)
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3

At the Halton Catholic District 
School Board (HCDSB), we are 
committed to creating safe, 
inclusive and welcoming learning 
environments that support student 
achievement and well-being in our 
Catholic schools.

Achieving Believing Belonging
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Vision for De-streaming

"Ontario’s vision for de-streaming is to 

address policies and practices that 

negatively impact students so that all 

students are supported to be prepared 

for the senior program in secondary 

school, have equity of access to pursue 

any postsecondary pathway they choose, 

and to be successful in their future 

careers."

(De-streaming Guide for Board Leaders, Ministry of Education 2021)
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Why De-stream?

❖ Ontario is the only Canadian province that separates youth into academic 
and non-academic streams as early as Grade 9.

❖ Streaming in early secondary school has significant negative and long-term 
impacts on students who are placed in ‘lower’ streams while having little 
to no benefit for “higher-achieving” students (OECD, 2012).

❖ There are significantly lower transition rates to post-secondary education for 
students who take mostly Applied courses compared to those who take 
mostly Academic courses in Grade 9.
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Who is Negatively Impacted by Streaming?

De-streaming will address systemic 

discrimination and help break down 

barriers for:

❖Indigenous, Black and other racialized 

students

❖Students who live in low-income households

❖Students with Special Education Needs
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Goals of 
De-streaming

1. Cultural Shifts in Schools and 
Boards to identify and dismantle 
systemic discrimination and structural 
inequities.

2. Increased Educator Capacity for 
effective culturally-responsive instruction, 
assessment, and evaluation in de-
streamed, multi-level classrooms.

3. Increased Student Engagement, 
Achievement, and Well-Being some 
students have been historically under-
served in the school system which may 
result in gaps in their learning. These 
students require additional, student-
centered and tailored support to ensure 
their success in a de-streamed Grade 9 
classroom.
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What is Differentiated Instruction?
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Where is the 
Curriculum?

•We know that equity will be 
“the why” of the curriculum

•When our classrooms change—
when students are encouraged 
to believe they can be successful 
in mathematics and are taught 
using the high-quality teaching 
methods they deserve—the 
landscape of mathematics 
teaching and learning…will 
change forever (Boaler & Foster 2014).
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Supports for Students 
with Special 
Education Needs
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Where do we Begin? 

Early 
Identification & 

Intervention 
Supports

Pathway Planning
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Transitions

Grade 8 to Grade 9

Grade 9 to Grade 10

Grade 11 and Grade 12 
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Accommodations

▪ Accommodations will continue to be implemented 
according to the student's IEP

▪ Instructional may include - duplicated notes, visual 
aids/concrete materials, rewording rephrasing of 
information, chunking of information

▪ Environmental may include - preferential seating, 
alternative workspace, quiet setting

▪ Assessment may include - rephrasing for clarity, 
additional time to a maximum of double the allotted time, 
chunking of assessment tasks over time,  reduction in the 
number of tasks used to assess a concept or skill
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Professional Development

The Math Consultant will provide professional development to our SERTs 
and Department Heads around the new curriculum

Board staff will continue to work with the Special Education Department 
Heads to identify PD learning opportunities for SERTs and/or Teachers to 
support students with special education needs in their class. 

Special Education Services and Curriculum Services will continue to 
collaborate on the roll-out of the Math curriculum
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Other Supports

- SERT support in classes

- Timetabling 

- Clustering

- Leveraging Other Staff – e.g. ISERT, SW, CYC, etc…
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Achieving Believing Belonging

Cultivating Genius from K-12

“We must start their stories and identities with their 
excellence...Genius is the brilliance, intellect, ability, cleverness and 
artistry that have been flowing through their minds and spirits 
across generations.”

Gholdy Muhammad, Cultivating Genius – An Equity Framework for Culturally and Historically 
Responsive Literacy

24



25



 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 

26



 

 

 

 

 

 

• 

27



 

28



29



30



31



32



33



34



35



 
 

36



Summary of Student Exceptionalities (ONSIS)

2019-2020 Elementary Special Education 

Class Placement

Regular Class 

Placement

Total 2020-2021 Elementary Special Education 

Class Placement

Regular Class 

Placement

Total

Autism 0 198 198 Autism 1 198 199

Behavioural 2 285 287 Behavioural 2 312 314

Blind and Low Vision 0 6 6 Blind and Low Vision 0 6 6

Deaf and Hard of Hearing 0 46 46 Deaf and Hard of Hearing 0 39 39

Developmental Disability 17 21 38 Developmental Disability 16 21 37

Giftedness 122 88 210 Giftedness 139 88 227

Language Impairment 1 106 107 Language Impairment 1 114 115

Learning Disability 3 329 332 Learning Disability 9 338 347

Mild Intellectual Disability 16 23 39 Mild Intellectual Disability 14 22 36

Multiple Exceptionalities 42 344 386 Multiple Exceptionalities 40 408 448

No Exceptionality 0 645 645 No Exceptionality 1 563 564

Physical Disability 1 35 36 Physical Disability 2 43 45

Speech Impairment 0 1 1 Speech Impairment 0 1 1

204 2127 2331 225 2153 2378

2019-2020 Secondary Special Education 

Class Placement

Regular Class 

Placement

Total 2020-2021 Secondary Special Education 

Class Placement

Regular Class 

Placement

Total

Autism 6 40 46 Autism 5 51 56

Behavioural 0 264 264 Behavioural 0 295 295

Blind and Low Vision 0 7 7 Blind and Low Vision 0 6 6

Deaf and Hard of Hearing 0 20 20 Deaf and Hard of Hearing 0 26 26

Developmental Disability 51 8 59 Developmental Disability 48 7 55

Giftedness 0 238 238 Giftedness 0 230 230

Language Impairment 0 31 31 Language Impairment 0 25 25

Learning Disability 0 562 562 Learning Disability 0 520 520

Mild Intellectual Disability 3 80 83 Mild Intellectual Disability 1 74 75

Multiple Exceptionalities 85 265 350 Multiple Exceptionalities 94 305 399

No Exceptionality 0 473 473 No Exceptionality 0 480 480

Physical Disability 1 13 14 Physical Disability 2 16 18

Speech Impairment 0 1 1 Speech Impairment 0 0 0

146 2002 2148 150 2035 2185
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Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC) 

Association Report 

 

Association: Halton Down Syndrome Association 

Representative: Dan Hotopeleanu 

Meeting Date: May 31, 2021 

Upcoming Events or 

Conferences 

HDSA WALK FOR DOWN SYNDROME 

Our Halton Virtual Walk for Down Syndrome is coming up on 
Saturday, June 19th, 2021! Registration is OPEN and we hope 
you'll join us as we raise awareness and funds for Down syndrome 
in the Halton community. 
 
Registration 
walk.haltondownsyndrome.com 
 
The benefit of a Virtual Walk this year is that anyone, anywhere can 
participate. If you have family around the province/country/world, 
please encourage them to register as part of your team and walk 
with us on June 19th wherever they are! Funds raised will help us 
keep our VIP's connected during these socially distanced and 
challenging times. So thank you for supporting our community! 
 

Website 

links/Brochure /Flyer 

attachments: 

 

New Initiatives:  

Other Information: World Down Syndrome Day was celebrated on March 21st. 
 
HDSA's 7th Annual WDSD School Contest has come to a close, and 
we're thrilled to announce this year's winners! We were proud and 
amazed by the excellent work the participating schools did in 
celebration of WDSD 
 
1st Place - St. Timothy Catholic Elementary School 
Submission: https://video.link/w/KD5hc 
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https://u14745508.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=eHLQArZUDjuacNjPY-2FkEByxEMAxed-2FxjgnaF-2FkAU5ON1eXqzFciyWcn1X0CBRhkMygPN_CxnWCHRDiDsJioO2nrktwsuAJnEbgmprGhmcJfHNI4KdZoAUzYZDeGET4ugpq1SWKZ2jHoN6Py0eR6Yzs0kjfvIK0qvuM6R3ArTFeh-2BrII1UXL87rM8Nnj8V1lEBfBbpjXw3A-2BxgkpNX-2BV6oVaWxkVSDApJza2MQzvraKrcSVqmp7bSbBD-2B-2BfYvRcSVDv-2FtrtFQgILvyMxvlJtHmpj8v2ipVPgnxmsW1DwlRmgq6HRQ2WQ5Mb8Ia-2B4Y2LV6WWRBcx5liJ7zf23pAdShCMHHhQX5ubjfE-2Bz-2FOR9XumT4P4MdxYLLx8SVwgJ6XE3rFnZ7tKZ3lnRwn3yhV-2BGHv5Or7X-2FKhCZKb5188YUGtHyVq1HcUZycAjp6iPBQ5HfDgAJVeAaFJogAA4G4-2F3eLIRVuNPQ2OvP9idJ4Iockgr3NXA-2FHR5k8PbhvrmwLYTRXV0wXwGjrFQ0nmFbyjrHa2QxXjj38AYkuIMLlZrnGIuV4sDbs-3D
https://u14745508.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=7omoEkKB0ln27uMvoRZYZeQyonbmXTH4AGri3AZ1sP2eYopVY-2FylAkOlKa2odJexlj9p_CxnWCHRDiDsJioO2nrktwsuAJnEbgmprGhmcJfHNI4KdZoAUzYZDeGET4ugpq1SWKZ2jHoN6Py0eR6Yzs0kjfvIK0qvuM6R3ArTFeh-2BrII1UXL87rM8Nnj8V1lEBfBbpjXw3A-2BxgkpNX-2BV6oVaWxkVSDApJza2MQzvraKrcSVqmp7bSbBD-2B-2BfYvRcSVDv-2FtrtFQgILvyMxvlJtHmpj8v2ipVPgnxmsW1DwlRmgq6HRQ2WQ5Mb8Ia-2B4Y2LV6WWRBcx5liJ7zf23pAdShCMHHhQX5ubjfE-2Bz-2FOR9XumT4P4MdxYLLx8SVwgJ6XE3rFnZ7tKZ3lnRwn3yhV-2BGHv5Or7XxskdQzMHEs0nGMcItJUyYR5fYqOeOIHhYv9kkrXdGeg259R-2BvCE47eV4Tvsu-2Fi5QRwkMKF4WE32-2F7A4-2BunKJ9b1pvmSE4qFeH5MMyG8QXmZxmegmKvWluY5BmnHlDq-2FGQL6cpmNUgWHR7Txnlje9A4-3D


 

 

2nd Place - Our Lady of Peace Catholic Elementary School 
Submission: 
https://twitter.com/OLPhcdsb/status/1380131262929719298 
 
3rd Place - St. Francis Xavier Catholic Secondary School 
Submission: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sxzc3WUzl-s 
 
Thank you to everyone who participated 
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