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Special Board Meeting                              Action Report 
Bronte Green School Boundary Review – School 
Boundary Review Committee Recommendation Item 4.2 

May 27, 2021 

 

Alignment to Strategic Plan 
This report is linked to our strategic priority of Achieving: Meeting the needs of all learners. 

Purpose             
The purpose of this report is to update the Board on the recommendation of the Bronte Green School 
Boundary Review Committee (SBRC) and to obtain Board approval for the recommended boundary 
change. 

Background Information          
1. Staff Report Item 9.2 “Bronte Green School Boundary Review – School Boundary Review Committee 

Recommendation” from the May 4, 2021 Regular Meeting of the Board. 

2. Information Report Item 10.7 “Bronte Green New Development Area Elementary School Boundary 
Review” from the March 2, 2021 Regular Meeting of the Board. 

3. Information Report Item 10.9 “2019 Long-Term Capital Plan Update – Final Report” from the June 18, 
2019 Regular Meeting of the Board. 

Additional background material including the options explored, presentations and minutes of the 
Advisory School Boundary Review Committee can be found online at:  
https://schoolplanning.hcdsb.org/bronte-green-new-development-area-elementary-school-boundary-
review/ 

Comments 
In the 2019 Long-Term Capital Plan (LTCP), the Board identified Bronte Green (formerly Saw Whet Golf 
Course) as one of the development areas in Oakville. In addition, the LTCP identified the need to 
conduct a School Boundary Review to address enrolment pressures from this new development to St. 
Mary CES and determine a home school for the new community in Oakville.  

The school boundary review was undertaken in accordance to Board Policy No. I-29: School Boundary 
Review Process and Administrative Procedure No. VI-88: School Boundary Review Process and an 
advisory School Boundary Review Committee was created.  
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The advisory School Boundary Review Committee consisted of parent representation from St. Mary 
CES and St. Joan of Arc CES. A list of the School Boundary Review Committee is provided in Appendix 
A. 

The goals of the boundary review were to: 

• Review the school attendance boundaries for St. Mary CES and St. Joan of Arc CES to support long-
term sustainable enrolment at both schools; 

• Complete the review with implementation to take effect for September 2021 to ensure that a home 
school for the Bronte Green New Development Area is determined in advance of first group of 
students from the new community. 

School Boundary Review Milestones 
From March 24, 2021 to April 21, 2021, the School Boundary Review Committee met through two (2) 
virtual committee meetings. In addition, one (1) Virtual Public Information Meeting and a Public 
Feedback Survey was presented to the community through virtual methods during this time to gather 
feedback on the proposed boundary reviewed by the Committee. 

Table 1: School Boundary Review Completed Tasks 

ACTIONS DATE 
Board Information Report – SBRC Initiation Report March 2, 2021 
Inaugural SBRC Working Meeting #1 March 24, 2021 
Public Information Meeting & Public Feedback Survey April 7, 2021 
SBRC Working Meeting #2 April 21, 2021 
Staff Report – SBRC Recommendation  May 4, 2021 

Table 2: School Boundary Review Next Steps 

ACTIONS DATE 
Public Delegations May 18, 2021 
Final Action Report presented to the Board May 18, 2021 

Bronte Green New Development Area Elementary School Accommodation Plan 
As part of the School Boundary Review Committee review process, the committee was presented with 
the option of redirecting the Bronte Green New Development Area from St. Mary CES to St. Joan of 
Arc CES. The option of redirecting portions of the Bronte Green New Development Area to different 
schools was also discussed, however it was decided by the committee that it would be best to keep 
the new community together at one school. In addition, the areas to the west of Bronte Green that 
form the Bronte Creek Provincial Park and a few rural style residential homes on the west side of 
Bronte Road (patch O18 and P19) with no current students would also be directed to St. Joan of Arc 
CES.  

The School Boundary Review Committee recommended boundary is provided in Appendix B. 
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The committee ultimately supported the option of directing the entire Bronte Green New Development 
Area to St. Joan of Arc CES from the St. Mary CES catchment. The proposed boundary change, SBRC 
supported option, was shared with the community for public feedback. 

Public Feedback Comments and Concerns 
On April 7, 2021, the Board hosted a virtual Public Information Meeting on the SRBC supported option. 
Following the meeting, a public feedback survey was made available to the community. 

The feedback received from the community is available through the School Planning website at: 
https://schoolplanning.hcdsb.org/bronte-green-new-development-area-elementary-school-boundary-
review/. 

Based on feedback received through Virtual Public Information Meeting, overall, 77% of respondents 
supported the SBRC boundary change, 8 % of the respondents were neutral to the boundary change, 
and 16% were opposed to the boundary change. 

Conclusion 
The recommendation of the School Board Review Committee is to proceed with the boundary change 
to redirect the Bronte Green New Development Area from St. Mary CES to St. Joan of Arc CES. The 
boundary change is to take effect for September 2021 to ensure that a home school for the Bronte 
Green New Development Area is determined in advance of the first group of students from the new 
community. 

Resolution 
The following resolution is respectfully submitted for Trustee consideration and approval: 

 

Resolution#:  Moved by:  

 Seconded by:  

RESOLVED, that the Halton Catholic District School Board direct staff to implement the SBRC 
recommended boundaries for the 2021-2022 school year for St. Mary CES and St. Joan of Arc CES, 
whereby these changes shall have the effect of altering existing attendance areas by: 

1. Re-directing patch O18 and P19 from St. Mary CES to St. Joan of Arc CES. 
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Report Prepared by:  B. Vidovic 
    Senior Manager, Planning Services 
 
    D. Gunasekara 
    Planning Officer, Planning Services 
 
Report Submitted by:  R. Merrick 
    Superintendent, Facility Management Services 

 
Report Approved by:  P. Daly 

Director of Education and Secretary of the Board 
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APPENDIX A 

School Boundary Review Committee (SBRC) Members 
Bronte Green New Development Area School Boundary Review 

 

Parent 
Representatives 

St. Joan of Arc CES Nyasha Chigwamba 

Neil Menezes 

St. Mary CES Christian Howard 

Nunzio Izzo 

Board Staff Superintendent of Education Emi Bakaic 

 Superintendent, Facility Management 
Services 

Ryan Merrick 

 Administrative Assistant, Facility 
Management Services 

Donna Sayers 

 Senior Manager, Planning Services Branko Vidovic 

 Planning Officer, Planning Services Dhilan Gunasekara 
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https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fedu.gov.on.ca%2Feng%2Fpolicyfunding%2Fmemos%2Fnovember09%2FTrusteeExpenseGuidelines.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CDiPietroR%40hcdsb.org%7Cbf537e50b83d40d2a58008d90111f176%7C2537ab7d25bd498aa6427c135779e6d2%7C1%7C0%7C637541998834564848%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=TUSbnIb%2FIQLEL1CZvNDr6mmOmSRpou2WupFkh2vzvm4%3D&reserved=0
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https://www.hcdsb.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/II-31-Risk-Management-First-Aid1.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/VI-74-Risk-Management-First-Aid.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/VI-74-Risk-Management-First-Aid.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/Board/Policies/PoliciesProcedures/II-39%20Progressive%20Discipline%20and%20Safety%20In%20Schools.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/Board/Policies/PoliciesProcedures/II-39%20Progressive%20Discipline%20and%20Safety%20In%20Schools.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/Board/Policies/PoliciesProcedures/VI-44%20Progressive%20Discipline%20and%20Safety%20in%20Schools.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/Board/Policies/PoliciesProcedures/II-42%20Medical%20Health%20Conditions.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/V-05-School-Accidents-Prevention-and-Safety.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/Board/Policies/PoliciesProcedures/VI-21%20OSBIE%20Online%20Incident%20Reporting.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/Board/Policies/PoliciesProcedures/VI-39%20Inclement%20Weather%20Safety.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/VI-47-Inclement-Weather-Transportation-Cancellations-and-Emergency-School-Closures.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/VI-47-Inclement-Weather-Transportation-Cancellations-and-Emergency-School-Closures.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/Board/Policies/PoliciesProcedures/VI-71%20Concussion%20Safety.pdf
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/90e02
https://hcaa.ca/
http://www.ghacontario.ca/
https://www.ofsaa.on.ca/
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https://safety.ophea.net/
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https://www.hcdsb.org/Board/Policies/PoliciesProcedures/VI-18%20Safe%20Arrival%20at%20School%20Program.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/Board/Policies/PoliciesProcedures/VI-39%20Inclement%20Weather%20Safety.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/VI-47-Inclement-Weather-Transportation-Cancellations-and-Emergency-School-Closures.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/VI-47-Inclement-Weather-Transportation-Cancellations-and-Emergency-School-Closures.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/Board/Policies/PoliciesProcedures/V-18%20Community%20Engagement%20and%20Public%20Consultation%20Policy.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/Board/Policies/PoliciesProcedures/VI-58%20Parent%20Notification%20System.pdf
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ontario.ca%2Flaws%2Fstatute%2F90a07&data=04%7C01%7CPivaN%40hcdsb.org%7C093d9e9add0f444021f308d90014c674%7C2537ab7d25bd498aa6427c135779e6d2%7C1%7C0%7C637540911659456403%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=wiFUDzNtOjmIQODT8eMQSJ3dBo5E4bRcSs6R0V6atlc%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ontario.ca%2Flaws%2Fstatute%2Fs06028&data=04%7C01%7CPivaN%40hcdsb.org%7C093d9e9add0f444021f308d90014c674%7C2537ab7d25bd498aa6427c135779e6d2%7C1%7C0%7C637540911659446449%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=mOGbmdhQ2MNiyMIOnVEM4mqjRGzs3qT4FUJWWfkb%2F%2B8%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.edu.gov.on.ca%2Fextra%2Feng%2Fppm%2F123.html%23ec&data=04%7C01%7CPivaN%40hcdsb.org%7C093d9e9add0f444021f308d90014c674%7C2537ab7d25bd498aa6427c135779e6d2%7C1%7C0%7C637540911659446449%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=6AooVo4yJd2DOw8KgZ0amiq72M20wFjNrJQcKw6YxzE%3D&reserved=0
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https://www.hcdsb.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/I-02-Records-and-Information-Management.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/I-07-Protection-of-Privacy.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/II-45-Equity-and-Inclusive-Education.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/VI-54-Equity-and-Inclusive-Education.pdf
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http://edu.gov.on.ca/eng/aboriginal/buildBridges.pdf
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.canada.ca%2Fen%2Fcanadian-heritage%2Fservices%2Fhow-rights-protected%2Fguide-canadian-charter-rights-freedoms.html&data=04%7C01%7CDiPietroR%40hcdsb.org%7Ca2827dbf2b50480bfc5108d90116a5d7%7C2537ab7d25bd498aa6427c135779e6d2%7C1%7C0%7C637542019043058794%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Sn0LyTxWFU9jSa1lFHacfmFCZjp4weWkJfA67G49VhU%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flaws-lois.justice.gc.ca%2Feng%2FConst%2Fpage-15.html&data=04%7C01%7CDiPietroR%40hcdsb.org%7Ca2827dbf2b50480bfc5108d90116a5d7%7C2537ab7d25bd498aa6427c135779e6d2%7C1%7C0%7C637542019043068790%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=B0E%2FBbb9FWWeHEAlz%2F%2B%2BNAc1ZuNuU6Sfj0j3de%2BMydU%3D&reserved=0
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiJ8evio4_aAhUp2oMKHUu0BTQQFggpMAA&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ontario.ca%2Flaws%2Fstatute%2F90e02&usg=AOvVaw0gfsNm4CmvXQoD6zEnjOvx
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ontario.ca%2Fpage%2Fjourney-together-ontarios-commitment-reconciliation-indigenous-peoples&data=04%7C01%7CDiPietroR%40hcdsb.org%7Ca2827dbf2b50480bfc5108d90116a5d7%7C2537ab7d25bd498aa6427c135779e6d2%7C1%7C0%7C637542019043078784%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=EcAnuXcMeUQVkri%2Bhfa1RtDarAXDDd93AKrDbkt49Ic%3D&reserved=0
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi48tvXo4_aAhUKyYMKHUC1BBwQFggpMAA&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ontario.ca%2Flaws%2Fstatute%2F90m56&usg=AOvVaw2Nu1Dt32sMXm7eozwAKOZ7
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.edu.gov.on.ca%2Feng%2Faboriginal%2Fofnimplementationplan.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CDiPietroR%40hcdsb.org%7Ca2827dbf2b50480bfc5108d90116a5d7%7C2537ab7d25bd498aa6427c135779e6d2%7C1%7C0%7C637542019043078784%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=XnnbuSW%2F%2BBSP%2BzbpdoWN98o%2B6ugAVdiujFxvmaKzLms%3D&reserved=0
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/aboriginal/fnmiFramework.pdf
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=3&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiwm8Tto4_aAhVEwYMKHdauDi0QFggzMAI&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ontario.ca%2Flaws%2Fstatute%2F90h19&usg=AOvVaw05K7VrNJmSFNYZABFLZheh
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ohrc.on.ca%2Fen%2Fpolicy-preventing-discrimination-based-creed&data=04%7C01%7CDiPietroR%40hcdsb.org%7Ca2827dbf2b50480bfc5108d90116a5d7%7C2537ab7d25bd498aa6427c135779e6d2%7C1%7C0%7C637542019043078784%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=wOF11vWadKo3Dtsm9bD%2BeBtEkrE9mLFe3x5AGS1q2Z0%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrc.ca%2Fassets%2Fpdf%2FCalls_to_Action_English2.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CDiPietroR%40hcdsb.org%7Ca2827dbf2b50480bfc5108d90116a5d7%7C2537ab7d25bd498aa6427c135779e6d2%7C1%7C0%7C637542019043298656%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Ntp0MPcfeDyqz1Rr9lQAv0htyxWniQiPpVHWCjSNGWI%3D&reserved=0
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https://www.hcdsb.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/2016-Procedural-By-Laws-June-21-2016.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/V-18-Community-Engagement-and-Public-Consultation-Policy.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/V-09-Public-Concerns-Complaints-Process.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Guidelines-for-Trustee-Communications.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/I-06-Delegation-to-the-Board.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/I-36-Trustee-Code-of-Conduct.pdf
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https://www.hcdsb.org/Board/Policies/PoliciesProcedures/I-06%20Delegation%20to%20the%20Board.pdf
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https://www.hcdsb.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/2016-07-Delegation-to-Board-General.pdf
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https://www.hcdsb.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/II-13-Psycho-Education-Psychological-Assessment-of-Individual-Students.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/II-45-Equity-and-Inclusive-Education.pdf
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/90e02#BK3
https://www.hcdsb.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Special-Education-Annual-Plan_2020.pdf
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjgwOy5mYneAhWmz4MKHdUFAlkQFjAAegQIChAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ontario.ca%2Flaws%2Fregulation%2F980181&usg=AOvVaw14hNdzRPoZKMUbQqM8BkvQ
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjgwOy5mYneAhWmz4MKHdUFAlkQFjAAegQIChAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ontario.ca%2Flaws%2Fregulation%2F980181&usg=AOvVaw14hNdzRPoZKMUbQqM8BkvQ
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjGvbvKmYneAhUQ8YMKHc15CecQFjAAegQIAhAC&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.edu.gov.on.ca%2Fextra%2Feng%2Fppm%2F140.pdf&usg=AOvVaw3LquWTwAURC61iqqv4yQIS
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjGvbvKmYneAhUQ8YMKHc15CecQFjAAegQIAhAC&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.edu.gov.on.ca%2Fextra%2Feng%2Fppm%2F140.pdf&usg=AOvVaw3LquWTwAURC61iqqv4yQIS
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiTv9G6m4neAhVD5oMKHevLCFUQFjAAegQIAxAC&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.edu.gov.on.ca%2Fextra%2Feng%2Fppm%2Fppm149.pdf&usg=AOvVaw2qFthWy0YWWT9FeiJtf8vT
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiTv9G6m4neAhVD5oMKHevLCFUQFjAAegQIAxAC&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.edu.gov.on.ca%2Fextra%2Feng%2Fppm%2Fppm149.pdf&usg=AOvVaw2qFthWy0YWWT9FeiJtf8vT
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwinrOqlm4neAhWd_YMKHXs1AJEQFjAAegQIARAC&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.edu.gov.on.ca%2Fextra%2Feng%2Fppm%2Fppm156.pdf&usg=AOvVaw14LCoUKFzS7MQp6YxhwcfG
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiQsezEm4neAhVr44MKHWeIAwQQFjAAegQIBRAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ontario.ca%2Flaws%2Fregulation%2F900298&usg=AOvVaw2ZpC1zmHD9Tq1yr7MzX5Sq
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/document/policy/os/2017/SpecEdFinal2018.pdf
https://scc-csc.lexum.com/scc-csc/scc-csc/en/item/1471/index.do
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http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/document/policy/os/onschools_2017e.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/document/policy/os/onschools_2017e.pdf
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/980181
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https://www.hcdsb.org/Board/Policies/PoliciesProcedures/I-43%20Use%20of%20Technology%20and%20Digital%20Citizenship.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/Board/Policies/PoliciesProcedures/VI-62%20Use%20of%20Technology%20and%20Digital%20Citizenship.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/Board/Policies/PoliciesProcedures/VI-63%20Social%20Media.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/Board/Policies/PoliciesProcedures/II-39%20Progressive%20Discipline%20and%20Safety%20In%20Schools.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/Board/Policies/PoliciesProcedures/II-39%20Progressive%20Discipline%20and%20Safety%20In%20Schools.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/Board/Policies/PoliciesProcedures/VI-44%20Progressive%20Discipline%20and%20Safety%20in%20Schools.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/Board/Policies/PoliciesProcedures/II-45%20Equity%20and%20Inclusive%20Education.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/Board/Policies/PoliciesProcedures/VI-54%20Equity%20and%20Inclusive%20Education.pdf
https://www.hcdsb.org/Board/Policies/PoliciesProcedures/VI-60%20Student%20Groups%20in%20Catholic%20Schools.pdf
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http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/general/elemsec/speced/Caring_Safe_School.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/safeschools/discipline.html
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=4&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjlt8qXjuneAhWNnoMKHZ9iBu4QFjADegQIBhAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ontario.ca%2Flaws%2Fstatute%2F90e02&usg=AOvVaw0gfsNm4CmvXQoD6zEnjOvx
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/90m56
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/about/education_equity_plan_en.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/aboriginal/fnmiframework.pdf
http://www.ohrc.on.ca/en/ontario-human-rights-code
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjb55y-k-neAhUrrYMKHetSDFQQFjAAegQIBRAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.edu.gov.on.ca%2Feng%2Fsafeschools%2Fcode.html&usg=AOvVaw0rl9OLEY6iwQjJxChKJHxB
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/safeschools/parent-guide-code-conduct.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/extra/eng/ppm/119.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/extra/eng/ppm/119.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/extra/eng/ppm/ppm-128-nov-2019.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/extra/eng/ppm/ppm-128-nov-2019.pdf
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjO9Nrck-neAhVkqoMKHY7rDi8QFjABegQIBBAC&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.edu.gov.on.ca%2Fextra%2Feng%2Fppm%2F144.pdf&usg=AOvVaw2mQQQZmFty1vfpUmWMUCGD
http://edu.gov.on.ca/extra/eng/ppm/145.pdf
https://www.laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/y-1.5/index.html
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Dear Director Daly and Trustees, 
 

Please include this as correspondence at the Special Board meeting on May 27, 2021. 
 

I wish to send this correspondence regarding the inclusion of Pre AP/IB in the 
destreamed grade 9 math.  It was determined through numerous sources in the 
delegations at the May18, 2021 Board meeting that this was not a ministry mandate but 
a decision made by senior staff of the board.  My focus in this letter is in pre AP and AP 
as that is where my knowledge lies having a son in AP in grade 11. 
 

At the meeting on May 18th, Superintendent Cordeiro stated that Pre AP and AP 
classes have always been taught within an academic class.  This statement is FALSE. 
My son has been in Pre AP and AP classes for three years.  Every class over those 
three years has been a congregated class of Pre AP or AP students.  They have not 
been in a class with academic students. In the AP Info night presentation in the fall of 
2020 given by Assumption Secondary School it was not mentioned once in their 48 
minute discussion that Pre AP or AP classes were taught within an academic class.   If 
AP is taught “within an academic class” then why are AP students given the opportunity 
to “drop down” to academic level classes if they find AP is not suitable to them. This is 
an option that was discussed at Assumptions AP Info night. 
 

The Bishop Reding website describes Pre AP and AP programs as “optional” 
programs.  Again the mandate by the Ministry of Education was directly for applied and 
academic courses and stated courses like AP and IB are optional programs therefore 
up to boards to decide. Yet in an email I received on April 30, 2021 from Assumption 
Administration it falsely informed parents that due to “a recent change initiated by the 
Ministry of Education to the Grade 9 Mathematics curriculum destreamed grade 9 
math will now replace the AP Preparation, Academic, and Applied Mathematics 
course”.  As I learned of the disinformation in that email it left me feeling disheartened 
and troubled that parents were not being told the whole truth. 
 

Referring back to the AP Info night by Assumption in the fall of 2020.  They described 
the profile of an AP student as follows: 

1. A student who is interested in learning and an interest in the subject matter 
2. A student who comes to class prepared, ready to engage in the subject matter 
3. A student who is frustrated by the pace of their grade 7 and 8 class.  These 

students are ready to take on new challenges and are often waiting for students 
to complete work as teachers catch up the rest of the class. 

The presenters went on to say students in an environment where they feel frustrated will 
not excel. The presenters stated “Pre AP and AP classes are taught by teacher 
specialists to support each individual student and provide more individualized attention 
because of the nature of the students taking these courses''.  Will it be “specialized 
teachers” teaching the destreamed class?  I asked this of the AP co-ordinator at 
Assumption via email last week in which I was told this could not be guaranteed at this 
time.   Superintendent Cordeiro insisted numerous times that Pre AP was not cancelled 
but offered in a destreamed setting. If a Pre AP class is described as “teachers being 
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able to provide more individualized attention” to students, then how can Superintendent 
Cordeiro say with certainty that allowing Pre AP to be included in destreaming will 
achieve this for these students.  Even the best teacher will not be able to do all of this in 
a destreamed class. In the AP information night by Assumption the AP coordinator 
stated “the whole point of AP is not the exam at the end but the interest in the subject 
matter and the ability of AP teachers to teach in depth knowledge”.  How can one 
teacher teach this “in-depth” knowledge but also teach at a slower pace for other 
students while maintaining the integrity of a Pre AP course designation? 
 

In the end those that will suffer are the students. The high achieving students who have 
been excited to be in a class where they are finally challenged way beyond what 
elementary school could give them.  For the gifted students, they will be going back to 
the level of frustration felt prior to being in a gifted class.  It is taking a huge step back 
for this population of students (close to 20% as per Superintendent Cordeiro stated). 
 

I strongly urge the HCDSB trustees to direct the Director of Education to reinstate Pre 
AP/IB grade 9 math in a congregated setting seperate from the destreamed setting for 
the 2021-2022 school year. 
 

Thank you, 
 

Lidia Silvestri 
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From: Lucas Silvestri  
Sent: May 24, 2021 9:54 PM 
To: Daly, Patrick <DalyP@hcdsb.org>; Murphy, Patrick <MurphyP@hcdsb.org>; DiPietro, Rosie 
<DiPietroR@hcdsb.org> 
Cc: Karabela, Helena <KarabelaH@hcdsb.org>; DeRosa, Peter <DeRosaP@hcdsb.org>; Guzzo, Nancy 
<GuzzoN@hcdsb.org>; Duarte, Marvin <DuarteM@hcdsb.org>; O'Brien, Timothy 
<O'BrienT@hcdsb.org>; Iantomasi, Vincent <IantomasiV@hcdsb.org>; Agnew, Brenda 
<AgnewB@hcdsb.org>; O'Hearn-Czarnota, Janet <O'Hearn-CzarnotaJ@hcdsb.org> 
Subject: [<EXTERNAL>] The Benefits of the Pre-AP Program - Student Perspective 
 

Dear Trustees of the HCDSB and Director Daly, 

 Please include this letter as correspondence at the Special Board Meeting on May 27th, 

2021.   

My name is Lucas Silvestri, and I am a Grade 11 student currently enrolled in the Pre-AP 

program at Assumption Catholic Secondary School in Burlington. Throughout my three years at 

Assumption I have taken 14 courses at the Pre-AP level, including Grade 9 Pre-AP Mathematics. 

In this letter I will be discussing my experiences in the Pre-AP program with reference to both 

Grade 9 Math, as well as some other courses I have taken in secondary school. However, before I 

tell you of my experiences with the Pre-AP program at Assumption, I would like to take a look 

back at my schooling experiences in elementary school, as this schooling has helped me to gain a 

better perspective of how the potential destreaming of Grade 9 Pre-AP Mathematics would 

negatively impact those who require higher level learning. 

 In Grade 4, I was a student at Holy Rosary Catholic Elementary School, and I spent my 

class time in a classroom with about 30 other students. All 30 students were taught the same 

lessons, at the same pace, which often would be equal to the pace of the slowest-learning student 

to ensure all students were grasping the concepts of whatever was being taught. In that same Grade 

4 school year I was identified as Gifted, and was planning on moving schools to Canadian Martyrs 

Catholic Elementary School for Grade 5 to attend their Gifted Program. This program did not 

begin until Grade 5 however, so I had to stay at Holy Rosary, learning at a pace that I found to be 
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ridiculously slow from my perspective. I remember always feeling bored in school in Grade 4, and 

my teacher often tried to give me extra work in the style of brain teasers for me to complete after 

my assigned classwork to keep me busy in school.  

 From Grades 5 until 8 I attended the Gifted program at Canadian Martyrs and found the 

pace and difficulty of schoolwork to be much more appropriate for me. When Grade 8 approached, 

and it came time to choose my courses for my first year of high school, Pre-AP was presented to 

my Gifted class as a variation of the Gifted program in high school, and the best way for us as 

Gifted students to continue with our advanced learning in high school. We were told by AP 

Teachers from Assumption who visited our elementary school that Pre-AP classes move at a faster 

pace, providing additional enrichment work for students who learn at a more advanced level. 

Recalling the boredom I often faced in a standard class before my enrollment in the Gifted 

program, these Pre-AP courses were very appealing to me. 

 As I began high school in September 2018, it did not take me long to feel at home in my 

Pre-AP courses. The style in which these courses were taught was very similar to how I was taught 

during my years in the Gifted program, namely through the faster pace of learning and more 

mentally stimulating activities and assignments. My enrollment in these Pre-AP courses 

throughout Grade 9, and continuing until the present has helped me to adequately develop my 

skills and knowledge in a classroom of like-minded students. The advantages of Pre-AP are clear 

to see, as it allows for students who learn at an accelerated level to move forward in their learning 

at a faster pace, and implement these skills to eventually take AP Exams and earn potential 

university credits. 

Should these courses be destreamed, and Pre-AP students made to take their classes with 

students who learn at slower paces, I fear that many students would feel bored and unchallenged 
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much in the same way I felt in my Grade 4 class. Even if teachers were to teach Pre-AP lessons to 

only those who require them, for a single teacher to do this in a class of students at all different 

learning levels would be impractical. Students of all levels would lose valuable time where they 

would be able to ask questions, as the teacher would be leading lessons for a huge range of abilities. 

Not only would this negatively affect Pre-AP students who would no longer have easy access to 

appropriate Pre-AP curriculum extensions, but it would also have a negative impact on any 

Applied or Academic students who may find the pace of learning to be too fast for their personal 

needs. The Board’s decision to destream Grade 9 Pre-AP Mathematics would have long-lasting 

negative impacts on the Pre-AP students who will no longer feel challenged and will be missing 

out on opportunities to progress their learning in a way that could open up better post-secondary 

opportunities in the future. 

 Along with the 14 Pre-AP courses I previously mentioned to have taken throughout 

secondary school, I have also taken a number of regular Academic and Open level courses, which 

include but are not limited to Religion, Careers, Grade 11 English, and American History. The 

differences I have observed between these courses and my Pre-AP courses are numerous and large 

in quantity. In these Academic courses I have rarely felt challenged, and I have had to put little 

effort into my classwork to achieve the same grades that I work hard towards earning in Pre-AP. 

The main differences I have come to notice are that these Academic courses are taught at a much 

slower pace, with much less material being taught to students. Additionally, teachers mark 

assignments with much less strictness and difficulty. This led to higher marks with less effort being 

a common thread for me and many other Pre-AP students in these Academic courses. Were courses 

such as Grade 9 Pre-AP Mathematics to be destreamed I would fear that many students would feel 
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this same boredom and become unchallenged and uninterested in courses and subjects they 

previously enjoyed. 

 It is for these reasons that I, a student with experience in both Pre-AP and Academic 

classes, who has seen the difference of pace of learning between the two levels, and who has 

experienced the negative impacts of being unchallenged and bored in school, calls strongly for the 

Board to reconsider their decision on the destreaming of Pre-AP Grade 9 Mathematics, and any 

other Pre-AP courses which would have been planned to be destreamed in the future. This will 

allow for all students to learn at their own pace, and will provide students with a realistic chance 

of success in both post-secondary and beyond. 

 

Thank you, 

Lucas Silvestri 
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From: Maria Lourenco   
Sent: May 25, 2021 4:24 PM 
To: Murphy, Patrick <MurphyP@hcdsb.org>; Duarte, Marvin <DuarteM@hcdsb.org>; O'Brien, Timothy 
<O'BrienT@hcdsb.org>; Iantomasi, Vincent <IantomasiV@hcdsb.org>; Agnew, Brenda 
<AgnewB@hcdsb.org>; Karabela, Helena <KarabelaH@hcdsb.org>; DeRosa, Peter 
<DeRosaP@hcdsb.org>; Guzzo, Nancy <GuzzoN@hcdsb.org>; ohearn-czarnotaj@hcdsb.org; DiPietro, 
Rosie <DiPietroR@hcdsb.org> 
Cc: Daly, Patrick <DalyP@hcdsb.org> 
Subject: [<EXTERNAL>] Destreamed Grade 9 Math and Pre-AP Grade 9 Math 
 

Dear Trustees,  
 
At the May 18th board meeting, staff shared confusing and novel information regarding the 
HCDSB AP program, the Ministry’s mandate to destream Grade 9 math, and staff’s subsequent 
plans to cancel Grade 9 Pre-AP/IB math, effective September 2021. 
 
Much of the information provided was not only irrelevant to the questions asked, but was in fact not 
relevant to the issue under consideration. 
 
If I may, I would like to refocus the issue in the hopes that the board will make a decision at the May 
27th Special Meeting that will be in the best interest of students. 
 
I hope that it was clear to all trustees that the board’s plans with respect to grade 9 pre-AP/IB Math are 
not mandated by the Ministry.  Among other things, this is evidenced by the fact that: 

• the board references their decision as being "in the spirit” of the Ministry’s direction  
• Superintendent Crowell acknowledged in a phone conversation with me on May 7th that this 

was a board decision  
• MOE Education Officer Carolyn Albanese confirmed to Jessica Lim that the Ministry's 

destreaming initiative is specific to Applied and Academic courses and that programs such as AP 
and IB are optional programs, not under the Ministry’s jurisdiction and therefore not part of the 
destreaming mandate (see attached) 

• other boards, in fact the largest boards in southern Ontario, are continuing to offer grade 9 pre-
AP math as a distinct, separate course - that is:  Toronto District, Toronto Catholic, York Region, 
York Catholic, Peel, and Dufferin Peel Catholic (see attached) 

While these boards may be larger than ours, we have more than enough students registered in Grade 
pre-AP/IB Math for September - between 70 and 157 in any given school, and 584 in total - to offer 
several sections of the courses in any given HCDSB AP or IB school.   
 
The board has also referenced other provinces as being destreamed, but a quick Google search reveals 
that in Alberta not only are Pre-AP courses available to grade 9 students (7-9, in fact), but also 
something called “Academic Alternative” - a program for "motivated students with above average 
performance".   
 
https://www.epsb.ca/programs/teachingphilosophy/academicalternative/ 
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https://www.epsb.ca/programs/teachingphilosophy/pre-advancedplacement/ 
 
The question then becomes, do Trustees support the board's decision to "change the delivery method" 
of grade 9 pre-AP Math?  I won't belabour the many reasons why this is a troubling decision but I do 
hope that trustees will reflect on the feedback received in the delegations and correspondence from 
parents and students. 
 
I would like to just briefly highlight a couple of things.  The difference between a separate course with its 
own curriculum delivered directly to the appropriate group of students is fundamentally and 
substantially, significantly different from providing optional “curriculum extensions” to the kids who 
“want it” (possibly after school) - students who will also be receiving a common curriculum among a 
group of students with a wide ranging level of abilities - exacerbated by the unprecedented learning loss 
of the past year plus.  In short, the proposed changes would severely and significantly compromise the 
integrity of the AP program. 
 
I also have to wonder, has pre-AP ever been delivered in the manner described by the board in any 
other jurisdiction?  It seems highly unusual. 
 
Much of the feedback you have received references an accelerated learning pace in pre-AP classes but 
what you may not know is that one of the reasons for doing so is that the Grade 9 pre-AP Math 
curriculum in particular, actually covers part of the Grade 10 Ministry Academic curriculum.  This pace 
continues every year in order to be able to deliver the required, university level curriculum in grade 
12.  Since math concepts build on each other, it is not clear how this can be accomplished through 
“extensions”....will they all be jammed in at the end?  Or will the board try to jam in more in grades 10-
12, making those courses even faster paced and more challenging and therefore out of reach for more 
students?   The Grade 12 curriculum is set by the College Board and subject to audit so it can’t really 
change.  The more years that students have to prepare for Grade 12 and possibly the College Board 
exam, the more successful the program, and our students will be.  Don’t we want to set our students up 
for success?   
 
One thing that has also not been addressed, is that AP and pre-AP are taught by AP certified, or at the 
very least AP trained teachers.  Will all of the destreamed math classes be taught by those teachers? 
 
Another thing that has not really been addressed is, what happens to the pre-AP Grade 10 math course 
in September 2022, as the Ministry is likely to destream Grade 10 math next year?  Where does it all 
end?  Given the manner in which the board's plans for Grade 9 Pre-AP math were made with no 
consultation and insufficient notice, it is incumbent upon trustees to pro-actively ask these questions 
now, about all future courses, before we are all blindsided again. 
 
The AP program has been one of my family's most positive experiences in the HCDSB.  My youngest 
child, Elijah, is currently in grade 11 and my oldest, Joshua, just finished his 2nd year of a very 
challenging double degree university program which includes a degree in Financial Math.  Joshua will be 
the first to tell you how much the AP program prepared him for a smooth transition to first year 
university.  My children have benefited immensely from this program and personally, we have nothing 
to gain from this decision.  However, I think it would be a great shame to deprive future classes and 
generations of this outstanding opportunity that, in my opinion, is a crown jewel of the 
HCDSB.  Trustees, it is all up to you. 
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Please include this as correspondence in the board report for the May 27th Special Board Meeting. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Maria Lourenco 
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PDSB   
  

Johnfraser   SS   
Mon   2021-05-17   8:24   AM   
  

Good   Morning,   
  

The   code   for   grade   9   math   is   now   MTH1W0.     
  

We   will   be   using   MTH1W9   for   those   in   the   AP   
program.   
  
  

On   May   11,   2021   2:19   p.m.,   Johnfraser     wrote:   
Hi   Jessica,   
  

Although   the   Ministry   changed   the   course   codes   to   reflect   the   Math   destreaming   course,   the   
AP-prep   grade   9   and   10   courses   are   exempt   and   will   still   be   offering   the   AP-prep   program   
which   is   a   combination   of   the   Ontario   math   curriculum   and   AP   curriculum.   
  

Hope   that   helps!   
  

Main   Office   
  
  
  
  
  
  

DPCDSB   
  

From:   Ariganello,   Rosina   
Sent:   Friday,   May   7,   2021   10:12   AM   
To:   Lim,   Jessica     
Subject:   RE:   Pre   AP   
    

Hi   Jessica,   how   are   you?   
  

We   are   still   offering   Grade   9   PreAP   Math.   
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

105



YRDSB   
  

On   May   19,   2021   3:55   p.m.,   "Estafanos,   Viviane"     wrote:   
Hi   Jessica   
    

Even   with   the   de-streaming,   the   ministry   is   keeping   the   Pre-AP   Program   firm.   The   grade   9   
Pre-AP   program   is   still   offered   by   York   Region   District   School   Board   and   we   will   continue   to   
offer   the   corresponding   courses.   
  
  

Thank   you   for   your   inquiry,   
  

Ms.   Estafanos   
  

Viviane   Estafanos   
  

Thornlea   Secondary   School   
  

Student   Success   Teacher   and   AP   Coordinator   
  
  
  
  
  
  

YCDSB   
  

On   May   11,   2021   3:45   p.m.,   Wolodymyr   Bohdan   Lechman   
wrote:   
Hello   Mrs.   Lim,   
  

I   am   responding   to   your   question   in   regards   to   the   Pre-AP   Math   course   in   grade   9.   
  

The   course   curriculum   will   not   be   affected   by   grade   9   de-streaming.    They   will   continue   to   
follow   the   previous   course   of   studies.   
  

If   you   have   any   questions   or   concerns   please   email   me   and   we   can   arrange   to   speak   about   
the   issue.   
  

Thank   you   &   God   bless.   
  

Even   if   you're   not   sure   you   believe   in   God,   that's   ok   -    God   believes   in   you.  
Wolodymyr   Bohdan   Lechman   
Vice   Principal   
Father   Bressani   Catholic   High   School   
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TCDSB   
  

Tomeczek,   Lisa   (Bishop   Allen   Academy)     
Sun   2021-05-16   9:41   PM   
Hi   Jessica,   
  

We   will   be   offering   all   of   our   AP   courses   in   Grade   9,   including   AP   math.   This   course   will   be   
offered   separately   from   the   destreamed   math   course.     
  

Ms.   Tomeczek     
  
  
  
  
  
  

TDSB   
  

James,   Timothy   
Mon   2021-05-17   9:25   AM   
Hi   Jessica;   
  
    

Thanks   for   reaching   out.   The   Ministry   has   de-streamed   grade   nine   math   across   the   province   
for   the   upcoming   school   year,   however   we   are   still   planning   on   running   a   grade   nine   pre-AP   
math   class   if   we   have   the   enrollment   numbers   to   do   it.   
  
    

Mr.   James   
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HCDSB destreaming follow up

Jessica Lim 
Mon 2021-05-17 12:15 PM
To:  Carolyn.albanese@ontario.ca <Carolyn.albanese@ontario.ca>

2 attachments (2 MB)
Screenshot_20210517-113006_Gmail.jpg; Screenshot_20210517-113130_Gmail.jpg;

Hi Carolyn,

Thank you again for your prompt response to my phone call.

I am attaching a couple of sample board communication emails that were sent out to the parents of AP schools as per your request.

I will be sharing your clarification about the Ministry's destreaming policy with the Trustees who have responded to our correspondence
regarding the Pre AP/IB Math changes, to inform that you confirmed that the destreaming direction was for the Applied and Academic
courses only and the offering of specialty courses such as French Immersion, Pre AP and Pre IB is up to each school board.

Thank you again for your time and please feel free to connect with me again if you need any additional information.

Kind regards,
Jessica Lim 
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May 24, 2021 
 
Dear Members of the Board of Trustees of the Halton Catholic District School Board. 
 
My name is Mary-Frances Quinn and I am a grade 8 student at St. Marguerite d'Youville school 
in Oakville. 
 
At your last meeting you heard from my mom and my sisters who asked you to change your 
decision and keep the grade 9, pre-AP math program. 
 
Today I am here by myself to ask you to do the same thing. One of the questions that was 
asked in the meeting last week to my sister was how not having the pre-AP math program 
would have hurt her interest in STEM and being challenged in math. 
 
In elementary school there are people in my class who are not very interested in math. They 
don’t pay attention to the teacher, don’t finish their homework, don’t study for tests. I try very 
hard in math. I keep good notes and spend hours doing my homework and studying for tests. I 
applied for the pre-AP math program because I saw how well my sisters had done in math. This 
year, Charlotte got a perfect grade in grade 10, pre-AP math and my sister Adelaide got 
accepted into some great universities in Canada and the USA, to study math and science. I 
know that the pre-AP courses are advanced and can help me to do well too.  If I have to be in 
the same class with students who are not interested in math next year, like in elementary 
school, I don’t think I will have the same opportunity or experience that my sisters had. 
 
I think if we want to help students do better in math, that it should start in grade two or three and 
up to grade 8 and not by cancelling pre-AP math in grade 9. I think if you did that, there would 
be more students like me, who want the challenge of pre-AP math in grade 9. 
 
With so many students I know who have to go to Kumon or other tutors for math, I think 
students need more help at younger ages and I don’t think that keeping me or other students 
out of pre-AP grade nine math is going to help those struggling with math, but I do think that 
cancelling the pre-AP grade nine math class it will hurt us students who were selected for it. 
 
Please allow me and my fellow students to keep our pre-AP math program for grade 9 in 
September. 
 
Thank you, 
Mary-Frances Quinn 
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