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Introduction

Background

At the Halton Catholic District School Board (HCDSB), we are committed to creating safe and inclusive
work and leaming environments where every member of our community feels welcome, valued,
induded, and respected. In line with these commitments, our HCDSB Equity and Inclusion Policy, and
our Multi-Year Strategic Plan, we administered our first ever Leave your Mark: Student Census last
year. This data collection also aligns with provindal legislation and policy, including Ontario’s Anti-
Racism Act (2017), Ontario’s Education Equity Action Plan (2017), and the Ontario Human Rights
Code. To execute the action plan, the Ministry of Education created the Education Equity Secretariat,
which supports the identification and removal of systemic barriers in education. Additionally, the Data
Standards for the Identification and Monitoring of Systemic Racism (ARDS) are a set of 43 standards
setting out requirements, rationale, and guidance for the collection of identity-based data. These data
guidelines were guiding principles for designing, conducting, and analyzing the HCDSB’s student
census.

Purpose

Human rights and equity are values consistent with Catholic social teachings and the Human Rights
codes. At HCDSB we are dedicated to providing spaces free of discrimination, harassment, and
violence for all members of our community. Moreover, harassment and discrimination will not be
tolerated, condoned, or ignored. The collection of identity-based data helps us to uphold our
commitmentto creating safe, inclusive, and welcoming learning environments.

The purpose of our collecting identity-based data then is to help us better understand our students’
identities and experiences and to “verify, measure, address and monitor gaps and systemic disparities
affecting students’ experiences and outcomes” (Ministry of Education). This data will enable us to help
every student in the HCDSB through the creation and promotion of more equitable and inclusive
leaming environments, where all students can achieve, believe, and belong. We know from research
that understanding how identity-based data can impact students' outcomes and experiences at school
is important. Information about the research behind collecting student identity data can be found in
our literature report, The Importance of Collecting Identity-Based Information.

Survey Development and Administration

Research and Development Services staff began planning for the Student Census data collection in Fall
of 2020 and piloted the process of collecting Student Census information with a sample of students
and parents/guardians in the Spring of 2021. Between November 2021 and February 2022, a public
awareness campaign was conducted on social media and within board-wide communications.
Information sessions were conducted across the system and were recorded and posted on the public
website. The census was administered from February 28% to April 4t, 2022. Staff then organized,
tested, and analyzed the census data between April and December 2022.

The elementary and secondary panel each received a separate survey through the SurveyMonkey
online platform (See Appendices A and B fora copy of the elementary and secondary survey,
respectively). ForourstudentsinJuniorKindergarten to grade 8, parents/guardians were asked to
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https://www.hcdsb.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Appendix-B-9-12-Student-Census.pdf
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fill out the survey for each child, with or without their child’s assistance, which was a requirement of
the Ontario Education Equity Secretariat. In addition to the online English-language survey,
parents/guardians were able to request Spanish, Arabic, Chinese, Tagalog, or French versions of the
survey, as well as paper copies. All respondents expressed consent before beginning the survey;
participation in the census was voluntary.

Research and Development Services engaged in targeted follow-up e-mails to increase participation.
Students and parents who had not completed the survey were sent reminder e-mails on multiple
occasions. As well, general e-mails were sentto reinforce the importance of completingthe census.

Privacy and Security

The Student Census was confidential, but not anonymous. Parents’ and students' responses were
linked to the student’s Ontario Education Number (OEN). This enabled the collected identity-based
data to be used in conjunction with student achievement and well-being data. The census data
underwent a process of de-identification, consistent with subsection 7(9) of the Anti-Racism Act.
Identifying information, induding OEN, student names, parent e-mails, and school names, was stripped
from the data. In order to connect our census data with student achievement data, Research and
Development Services staff created an anonymous identifier, linked back to student OENs via a key.
This key is stored on an encrypted thumb drive and encrypted folder. Census data is stored on a secure
database server in its de-identified state. Additional details about privacy measures can be found in

AppendixC.

Analysis

Analysis of the aggregated data was carried out by Research and Development Services staff. As all
qguestions on the survey were optional, all survey responses were retained for analysis, regardless of
the number of questions answered. As a result, counts differ for each question. Respondents were able
to enter text responses for most items to ensure data reflected all student identities. Response data
was cleaned to ensure that data was accurate (i.e., no spelling errors) or was not repeating existing
response options. All response categories with fewer than 15 respondents were re-categorized into an
‘Additional’ category. To reflect the complexity of identity, multiple choices were allowed. As such,
many charts show a total of over 100%; thisis markedin the reportwitha /.

Data was analyzed using statistical software to check for data validity and to determine margins of
error and other tests of accuracy and precision by Research and Development Services staff. Additional
details about the analysis can be found in Appendix C, induding a detailed breakdown of margins of
error. Analysis of student survey responses involved comparison with the results of our 2022 HCDSB
Workforce Census, as well as the 2021 Census of Canada for Halton Region. As well, a comparison was
carried out with limited data about the racial composition of the Roman Catholic population of the
Greater Toronto and Hamilton areas. Please see Appendix D for these comparisons.

Consultation with Equity Deserving Groups

As part of the Census analysis process, the ARDS requires public service organizations, such as school
boards, to engage in meaningful consultations with groups that may be impacted by the release of the
data. As such, Research and Development Services staff engaged in this consultation process from the
Fall of 2022 into the Winter of 2023; we heard from over 75 stakeholders, including students, staff, and
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community members. Preliminary results from the census were presented, and feedback was collected
from groups that included members of the Indigenous™, Black, Gender Diverse, and Persons with
Disabilities communities. The feedback received at these consultations informed the decisions around the
dissemination and interpretation of dataforthese equity deserving groups.

Response Rates

For the Elementary Panel, the survey was sent to the parents of 22,759 of our elementary students.
5,370 respondents consented to the survey and answered at least one question, for a response rate of
23.6%.

For the Secondary Panel, the survey was sent to 12,984 of our secondary students. 4,987 respondents
consentedtothe survey and answered atleast one question, foraresponse rate of 38.4%.

Based on the response rates, the survey data is considered representative of the HCDSB population. The

response rates are sufficient to produce a relatively small margin of error and enable comparisons
between underrepresented populationsin the board.

~ additional consultation needed for this group; results will notbe released at this time. CDh



Student Identities

FIRSTLANGUAGE(S)

A student’s first language (or mother tongue) is the language they first learned to speak.

Elementary Panel

/First Language

84.4%

Count: 5234 ™

What is the first language(s) your child learned to speak? (Select all that apply)

7.5%
-_— 2.7% 2.1% 2.1% 0.6% 0.7% 0.5% 0.4% 0.3% 0.3% 4.6%
English Spanish Arabic  Portuguese Tagalog Polish Croatian Korean  Malayalam  Russian  Ukrainian Italian Romanian Additional
languages
\_‘ Respondents could choose multiple options, therefore, total percentages may be more than 100% /
Count: 4919

/First Language

84.0%
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\_“Respondents could choose multiple options, therefore, total percentages may be more than 100%

What is the first language(s) you learned to speak as a child? (Select all that apply)

7.2% 5.9% 5.9% 4.9% 2.3% 2.2% 1.7% 1.6%
—
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Student Identities

HOME LANGUAGE(S)

This is the language a student speaks most often at home.

Elementary Panel
/ Count: 5144 \
Home Language
What language(s) does your child speak most often at home? (Select all that apply)
91.2%
LEL 21% 1.4% 1.0% 1.0% 0.9% 0.7% 0.6% 0.5% 0.5% 03% 34%
English Spanish Portuguese Arabic Tagalog Polish Chinese Korean Croatian French Malayalam Russian Additional
languages
\ could choose multiple options, therefore, total percentages may be more than 100% /
Secondary Panel

/Home Language Count: 4865

What language(s) do you speak most often at home? (Select all that apply)
86.2%

7.1%
54%  51% 229  1.9%  1.6%  1.5%  14%  13%  0.8%  0.7%  06% 06% 06% 03% 03% 03% 03% 03% O%
I s ——
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Student Identities

ETHNIC ORIGIN

Ethnic origin refers to a person’s ethnic or cultural background. Ethnic groups have a
common identity, heritage, ancestry, or historical past, often with identifiable cultural,

linguistic, and/or religious characteristics.

Elementary Panel

. . . Count: 5110
Ethnic Origin ) ) . »
What is your child’s ethnic or cultural origin(s)? (Select all that apply)

46.8%

15.1%

105% g g0 g 500 11.2%
8.6% 8.3%
45% 4.2% 4.0% 3.8%
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Ethnic Origin Count: 4820
g What is your ethnic or cultural origin(s)? (Select all that apply)
37.6%
14.8%

12.9%

12.5%
1.1%
8.6% 8%
% 6.2% 5 95
4.6% 4.5% 42%34%
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Student Identities

RACE

People are often described as belonging to a certain “race” based how others see and behave
toward them. These ideas about who belongs to what race are usually based on physical
features such as skin colour. Ideas about race are often imposed on people by others in ways
which can affect their life experiences and how they are treated. Race is often confused with
ethnicity, but there can often be several ethnicities within a racialized group.

Elementary Panel

Count: 5166

Racial Group

White 66.2%
Latino/Latina/Latinx

Southeast Asian

Black

Middle Eastern

South Asian 5.3%

East Asian 4.8%

Additional racial groups 1.4%

Which racial group(s) best describes your child? (Select all that apply)
‘\“Respondems could choose multiple aptions, therefore, total percentages may be more than 100%

Secondary Panel

Count: 4875

/Racial Group

58.8%

White

South Asian

Latino/Latina

Middle Eastern

Black

Southeast Asian

East Asian

Additional racial groups 1.2%

Which racial group(s) best describes you? (Select all that apply)
\"stpundznls could choose multiple options, therefore, total percentages may be more than 100%
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Student Identities

RELIGION AND/OR SPIRITUAL AFFILIATION

Religion refers to an

individual’s self-identification or

affiliation with any religious

denomination, group, or other religiously defined community or system of belief and/or

spiritual faith practices.

Elementary Panel

/I_!eligion and/or Spiritual Affiliation

86.7%

14.3%

Count: 5134 \

What is your child's religion and/or spiritual affiliation? (Select all that apply)

1.6% 1.2% 1.0% 0.4% 1.1%
—
Christian - Roman Christian - Other Spirtual but not No religious or Not sure Hindu Additional
Catholic forms religious spiritual affiliation religions/spiritual
\-’;Respﬂnder\ls could choose multiple optians, therefore, total percentages may be more than 100% affiliations J

Secondary Panel

/Religion and/or Spiritual Affiliation

51.3%

13.7%

12.0%
10.6%

8.7%
6.4%
- 1.3% 0.6% 0.5%
I

Count: 4802

‘What is your religion and/or spiritual affiliation? (Select all that apply)

1.6%
0.3%
Christian - Roman  Christian - Other No religious or Muslim Not sure Spirtual but not Hindu Sikh Buddhist Jewish Additional
Catholic forms. spiritual affiliation religious religions/spiritual
affiliations
K “Respondents could choose multiple options, therefore, total percentages may be more than 100% /
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Student Identities

GENDER IDENTITY

Gender identity refers to a person's internal sense or feeling of being a woman, a man, both,
neither, or on the gender spectrum. This may not be the same as a person's sex assigned at

birth (e.g., male, female, intersex).

Elementary Panel

Count: 5129

/Gender Identity

" _ o
B _ o

Additional gender identities

What is your child's gender identity? (Select all that apply)

Secondary Panel

\ARespondents could choose multiple options, therefore, total percentages may be more than 100%

Count: 4794

/Gender Identity

Woman/Girl

Man/Boy

Non-Binary

Questioning

Gender Fluid

Not sure

Gender Nonconforming

Trans boy or man

Additional gender id

What is your gender identity? (Select all that apply)

51.9%

\Respondents could choose multiple options, therefore, total percentages may be more than 100%
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Student Identities

SEXUAL ORIENTATION

Sexual orientation refers to a person’s sense of sexual attraction to people of the same or
different gender. This question was only asked of secondary students.

Secondary Panel

Count: 4553\

/Sexual Orientation

Straight / heterosexual
Bisexual
Not sure
Pansexual
Questioning
Queer

Asexual

What is your sexual orientation? (Select all that apply)

7.2%

83.1%

~
~
ES

~
IS
xR

ey N
® R

&
®

Lesbian I 1.7%
Gay I 1.0%
Additional sexual orientations | 1.1%
&Respondents could choose multiple options, therefore, total percentages may be more than 100% /


https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/740788b2-e471-475d-b5cf-0ab8fd8b76f6/?pbi_source=PowerPoint

Student Identities

DISABILITY

Some people identify as having a disability because of a permanent or long-term health
condition that makes it difficult for them to function in an environment that is not fully inclusive
and accessible. Not all people with a long-term or permanent health condition identify as having
a disability. A person’s disability may be diagnosed or not diagnosed. It may be visible or
concealable. Some students who have disabilities may have a special plan at school to help
them (such as an Individual Education Plan), but some do not. The personal nature of some
disabilities might have an impact on the parent and guardian reporting for elementary students.

Elementary Panel

People with Disabilities

® People without disabilities ® People with disabilities ® Not sure

Gypes of Disabilities (Select all that apply): ~ Count: 246

Learning disability(ies) _ 47.2%
Autism Spectrum Disorder _ 27.6%
4.9% Developmental disability(ies) - 15.9%
1.5% Mental health disability(ies) - 15.4%

ADHD

Speech impairment - 12.2%
Physical disability(ies) - 10.2%

Additional disabilities/not sure 26.4%

13.0%

93.6%

~Respondents could choose multiple options, therefore, total percentages may be more than 100%

Does your child consider themselves to be a person with a

disability(ies)? Count: 5016

Secondary Panel
People with Disabilities

® People without disabilities ® People with disabilities ® Not sure

\

Types of Disabilities (Select all that apply): ~ Count: 345

Mental health disability(ies) [N
Learning disability(ies) _ 43.8%

Autism Spectrum Disorder - 13.3%

Addiction(s) | 7.8%
7.5% Deaf or hard of hearing - 7.5%
— aoHp [l 7:5%
Physical disability(ies) [JJ] 6.7%
6.9%
pain [ 6.1%

Developmental disability(ies) . 5.5%
Speech impairment . 4.9%
Additional disabilities 15.9%

ARespondents could choose multiple options, therefore, total percentages may be more than 100% _

Do you consider yourself to be a person with a disability(ies)?

(Select one answer only) Count: 5016




Student Identities

STATUS IN CANADA

This question refers to a student’s place of birth (inside or outside of Canada) and their current

immigration status in Canada.

Elementary Panel

Count: 5036

Place of Birth

®8orn outside Canada ®Born in Canada

Was your child born in Canada?

83.9%
—16.1%

‘i

currently:

Permanent resident
Canadian citizen
International student
Refugee claimant

Not sure

f your child wasn't born in Canada, they are

34.0%

6.5%

3.5%

1.9%

\

Secondary Panel

Place of Birth

76.1%

®Born in Canada ®Born outside Canada

Count: 4771 -\

‘Were you born in Canada?

— 23.9%

\\ Count: 789/

If you weren't born in Canada, are you N
currently:

Canadian citizen 64.6%

Permanent resident 24.1%

International student I 5.5%
Not sure I 4.5%
Refugee claimant | 1.3%

Count: 1135
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Student Identities
SOCIOECONOMIC STATUS

Socioeconomic status is tied to levels of income, education, and household attributes. Parents
and students were asked a series of questions about items in their home and the level of
educational attainment. These responses are presented separately; they are considered
indicative of the socioeconomic status of respondents.

Elementary Panel

Count: 5015\ KH

flfn your home, does your child have: ousehold Highest Educational Attainment

Their own room

N /

Not sure 0.1%

\

e? Count: 5048

/How many of the following are in your child's hom

@®None ®0ne ®Two ®Three or More

University
74.4%

Bathrooms

Cars

Computers ¥t

3
]
#

Mobile Phones [FE2H
Please check the highest level of education

TVs completed by a parent/guardian in your
thld's household. Count: 4925/

Secondary Panel
Kln your home, do you have: Count: 4745 ) /I-Iousehold Highest Educational Attainment A

Access to the Internet

©
e
~
®

i conaiioning. | - -
vour own room | ;.
High school 5.7% \
A subscription to a streaming serv-.. [ 521w '
Not sure 6.7% —. :
A musical instrumen: || ;- e
L g 49.8% )| o Elementary schaol
No formal education
0.3%
Count: 4739

/I-Iow many of the following are in your home?

@ None ®0One ® Two ®Three or More

Bathrooms 15.6%
" University 71.9%
Cars 16.8%

Computers

Mobile Phones
Please check the highest level of education

TVs 11.0% . completed by a p: t/g ian in your

\household. Count: 4664 J

-

-




Student Perceﬁions

Perceptions about Student's Identity being Reflected at School

Parents and students were asked several questions about their perceptions of how their

identity(ies) were reflected or taught about in school.

Elementary Panel

/At your child’s school, do you see your child’s identity reflected positively in:

@ 5trongly Disagree @Disagree ® Agree @Strongly Agree

12.2%

Guest speakers or assemblies
Learning materials X33

Lessons or curriculum 7.1%

Pictures, posters, or displays in school X}

School events or activities 8.6%

School publications

8.1%

\Count: 4823

-

¥

™ /2

At my child’s school, my child ha)
opportunities to learn about
their cultural/racial background:

Strongly Agree

I 11.5%

Agree

Strongly Disagree

| 4.3%

Which of the following do you feel is not being reflected at your child's school? (Select all that apply): Count: 814
#Respondents could choose multiple options, therefore, total percentages may be more than 100%
66.5%
40.9%
19.0%
- o 2o =

Their ethnic or Theirracial  Their abilities (for Their beliefs, faith, ~ Their gender  Their Indigenous Additional

cultural background example, physical or religion identity background identities

background of mental o

developmental)

Secondary Panel

N Count: 4792 2/

/

e . . . .
At your school, do you see yourself/your identity reflected positively in:

@ Strongly Disagree @Disagree @ Agree @ Strongly Agree

8.9%

Guest speakers or assemblies

Learning materials X373

Lessons or curriculum EREY

Pictures, posters, or displays in school %17

School events or ~~**vities EFI3 13.7%

School publications k3 14.4%

/l-'\t my school, | have A

opportunities to learn about my
cultural/racial background:

9.2%

Strongly Agree

Agree

\Count: 4551 J
Which of the following do you feel is not being reflected at your school? (Select all that apply): Count: 1723
*Respondents could choose multiple options, therefore, total percentages may be more than 100%
45.7%
31.7%
26.2% £
- — = — -
1.6%
e S e ——
My ethnic or My racial My abilities (for My beliefs, faith, My sexual Mygender My indigenous  Additional
cultural background example, or religion orientation identity background identities
background physical or (First Nations,
mental or Metis, Inuit)

developmental)

Disagree 32.9%

Strongly Disagree 12.2%

Count: 4607 '/

§8
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Student Perceﬁions

Perceptions about Student's Experience at School

Parents and students were asked several questions about their perceptions of their child’s/their
experiences at school.

Elementary Panel

/’ . \ /— . - > . -\
How safe does your child feel at How connected does your child feel to the following groups at school?  Count: 4835
school: @ Not at all connected ®Slightly connected ® Somewhat connected ® Quite connected ® Extremely connected

Alittle bit 6.1% —
Quite a bit 35.8% Not at all
Students RS 201% 52.7% 20.5%
Ve h 57.3%

\ Count: 4847 Ty VAN j
/In your opinion, how much do you agree or disagree with the following statements about your child? My child... Count: 4901\

®Strongly Disagree ® Disagree ® Agree ® Strongly Agree

\- J
Secondary Panel
- ~ /7 : ? a
How safe do you feel at school: How connected do you feel to the following groups at school? Count: 4549
@ Not at all connected ®Slightly connected ® Somewhat connected ® Quite connected ® Extremely connected
A little bit 15.6% — Very much 33.2%
Not atall 2.7% —
Staff 11.0% 24.4% 40.2% 21.0%
Students X33 123% 24.7% 43.5% 15.0%
Quite a bit 48.5%
\ Count: 4535/ L /
/In your opinion, how much do you agree or disagree with the following statements? I... Count: 4550\'

® Strongly Disagree ®Disagree ® Agree ® Strongly Agree

Enjoy being at school 10.8%

Feel accepted by other students ERES

Feel accepted by staff EX3

Feel | belong at school [EEEYS

8



S

tudent Perceptions
Perceptions about Feeling Welcome and Seeking Support

Parents and students were asked several questions about their child’s/their feelings of belonging

and acceptance at school.

Elementary Panel
. Count: 4261 Miv chi S
B/ ERES BEREXESEss SISEsont " et My child would feel comfortable
Does your child ever feel unwelcome at Seeking sivental Beaith support o
their school because of any of the .
followin their school:
g?

76.4%

No 14.2%

Does your child ever feel unwelcome at their school because of any of the following?\
Count: 1017

The way they look | 20.2%

A disability or learning need that my child has _ 20.0% G
Their grades or marks — 19.6% Ll
Their racial background [N 13.4% Not sure/ma...
Their ethnic or cultural background _ 12.8% 56.1%

Their extra-curricular activities or hobbies _ 11.7%
Their mental health _ 10.8%
How much money our family has _ 9.1%

(Select all that apply)

Their first language _ 5.7%
Their gender identity - 3.0%
Additional reasons .
\“ Respondents could choose multiple options, therefore, total percentages may be more than 100% / \ Count: 477?/
Secondary Panel
: .
| never feel unwelcome: Count: 3749 /Iwould feel comfortable seeking
Do you ever feel unwelcome at your school mental health su PpOl‘t at my

because of any of the following?
school:

50.1%

\ Not sure/maybe
I 43.6%

/Do you ever feel unwelcome at your school because of any of the following? (Select al
Count: 1869

The way | look | — 60
~ No
34.2%

A disability or learning need that | have [N 5.5%
My grades or marks | s3.5%
My racial background [N 15.7%
My ethnic or cultural background | 16.1%
My extra-curricular activities or hobbies | NNREREGEEE 15.0% Yes 22.2%
My mental health [ ::.co:
How much money my family has [ NN 12.2%
My first language - 5.2%

My gender identity [ 9.5%

that apply)

My sexual orientation [ NNNEE 15.5%
My religion/spiritual affiliation | o.5%
Additional reasons 18.3% /

\_ *Respondents could chaose multiple aptions, therefore, total percentages may be mare than 100%

Count: 4459
S
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Crosstabulations
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Introduction
The following section provides a breakdown of the responses to the perceptual questions by
responses to particular identity-based data categories.

Methods

Using data from the preceding section, crosstabulations were conducted and show a
breakdown for specific identity groups. However, for ease of use, only a single variable of
interest was tracked for each group, typically the most positive response. These are labelled as
suchin each table.

The values in each table are compared with the total percentage for HCDSB. As such, they are
labelled in relation to that value (see Legend). The highest and lowest values in any chart refer
to the scale oritem being measured.

While most of the questions analyzed are identical to those in the preceding section, the final
table, ‘Identity Reflection’ provides a composite of each of the Identity Reflection options (in
picture, at assemblies etc.) due to the cohesive nature of the individual questions as a single
construct.

Analyses
In line with the Ontario Anti-Racism Act, 2017, these crosstabulations were shared during
consultations with equity-deserving groups within our HCDSB Community. The analyses
presented in this section reflect both the statistical analyses carried out as well as the
consultative evidence provided to Research and Development Services Staff during these
collections.

The crosstabulations represent a subset of all perceptual questions. This subset was chosen
using two key criteria:
1. Most scores had a statistically significant difference between each identity group's
score and the overall HCDSB score; and
2. Consultations with HCDSB communities suggested the importance of further study
and analysis for each variable.

Please note, a “*”, “**” or “***” next to any group name in the tables means that there is
a statistically significant difference between that identity group’s average score and that of the
combined average of the other identity groups within each variable (i.e., White as compared to
all other racial groups combined) at 90%, 95%, and 99% levels respectively.

CD
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Crosstabulations

Positive Identity Reflection at School

Parents and secondary students were asked if their child’s/their identity was positively reflected in

guest speakers or assemblies, pictures, posters, or displays, lessons, learning materials, school events

and activities, or school publications. The scale shown here is an average of all scores for those who

answered three or more of the six questions shown on page 17.

Elementary Panel

My child's identity is positively reflected at school

Legend

Secondary Panel

My identity is positively reflected at school:

Identities Agreement

Identities Agreement
Black***
East Asian** 84.4% Black*** 65.7%
Latino/Latina 89.1% East Asian 69.8%
Middle Eastern 85.9% Latino/Latina** 68.9%
South Asian*** 82.7% Middle Eastern*** 65.7%
Southeast Asian*** 83.1% South Asian*** 67.8%
X\g::li‘t:;::l Racial Groups*** 77.0% Southeast Asian™** 66.7%

1T | u . N

Born in Canada*** ° 90.4% Whl??*** - o 79'0;%
Born outside of Canada™** 35.4% Add|t!onal Racial Groups 60.7%
Boy 89.6% Bornin Ca'nada*** 75.8%
Girl 89.8% Born outside of Canada*** 69.3%
Additional Gender Identities*** _ Boy/Man*** 76.4%
With Disability*** 83.5% Gender Fluid***
Without Disability*** 90.2% Gender Nonconforming***
Christian - Other forms*** 85.7% Girl/Woman***
Christian - Roman Catholic*** 90.0% Non-Binary***

Hindu***

No religious or spiritual affiliation**

78.9%

Questioning***

Trans boy or man***

Spiritual, but not religious***

Additional Religions***

Results revealed:

i

Additional Gender Identities***

Identities

Agreement

Asexual*** 58.7%
Bisexual*** 60.0%
Gay***

Lesbian***

Pansexual***

Queer***

Questioning** 62.2%
Straight / heterosexual*** 77.9%
Additional Sexual Orientations***

With Disability*** 58.4%
Without Disability*** 76.4%
Buddhist 64.0%
Christian - Other forms 74.7%
Christian - Roman Catholic*** 80.2%
Hindu

Jewish*

Muslim*** 66.4%
No religious or spiritual affiliation*} 64.6%
Sikh 65.4%
Spiritual, but not religious*** 62.6%
Additional Religions*** 54.1%)

* Perceptions around one's identity being positively reflected at school are lower among non-

Catholics and Black students in the elementary panel.

* Perceptions around one's identity being positively reflected at school are much lower among
non-cisgender and non-heterosexual students. Community members pointed to a lack of
discussion about gender expression and sexuality beyond simple binaries of male-female and
gay-straight. Concerns were also raised about the lack of information around sexuality and

gender within the curriculum.

* While the agreement rates are lower for racialized students than HCDSB total, members of
HCDSB'’s Black community pointed to ongoing positive effects of student-run cultural events as
being one possible reason for the relatively small differences. However, concerns were raised

about the lack of positive stories of Black and other racialized people within the curriculum.
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Crosstabulations

Safety at School

Parents and secondary students were asked about how safe their children/they felt at school. Note
that this includes a wide range of understandings of safety, from physical to emotional.

Legend
Elementary Panel Secondary Panel
My child feels quite to very safe at school | feel quite to very safe at school
Identities Agreement
Identities Agreement Identities Agreement

Black*** HCDSB Total 81.7% HCDSB Total 81.7%
East Asian** Black*** 72.4% Asexual***
Latino/Latina 93.4% East Asian 81.4% Bisexual*** 68.7%
Middle Eastern* 90.0% Latino/Latina 78.3% Gay***
South Asian 95.0% Middle Eastern 83.9% Lesbian***
Southeast Asian** 95.7% South Asian 83.5% Pansexual***
White 92.7% Southeast Asian 78.2% Queer***
Additional Racial Groups*** _ White* 81.9% Questioning*** 69.9%
Born in Canada** 92.7% Additional Racial Groups 77.2% Straight / heterosexual*** 85.2%
Born outside of Canada** 94.8% Born in Canada 81.5% Additional sexual Orientations*** q
Boy 93.0% Born outside of Canada 82.5% With Disability*** 67.5%
Girl 93.4% Boy/Man*** 87.1% Without Disability*** 84.4%
Additional Gender Identities*** Gender Fluid*** Buddhist 80.0%
W?th Disab'ility""** Gender Nonconforming*** Christian - Other forms 80.5%
Wlt_hO_Ut Disability™* 94.1% Girl/Woman Christian - Roman Catholic***
Christian - Other forms* 90.9% Non-Binary*** Hindu***
Christian - Roman Catholic*** — -
Hindu* Questioning*** Jewish 73.3%
No religious or spiritual affiliation Trans boy or man*** Muslim 82.8%
Spiritual, but not religious™** Additional Gender Identities*** No religious or spiritual affiliation** 77.1%

Sikh 73.9%

Additional Religions**

Spiritual, but not religious***
Additional Religions***

Results revealed:

* Perceptions around safety at school are lower for secondary students than for elementary
students but follow a similar pattern.

* There is a particularly stark difference between gender identities. Among secondary students,
boys feel the most safe, and girls feel slightly less safe. Students with diverse gender identities
and sexual orientations feel the least safe of all our students.

* Black students feel significantly less safe than their peers. In the consultation,
community members suggested that Secondary students might have based their answers on
racist language in social media that is left unaddressed as well as the lack of intervention
within the secondary school environment of in-school incidents.
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Crosstabulations

Sense of Belonging at School

Parents and secondary students were asked if their children/they felt they belong at school. The idea
of belonging is a broad one that encompasses sense of connectedness, esteem, reciprocal
acceptance, caring, and valuing to others.

Legend
- Highest
Value Value
Elementary Panel Secondary Panel
My child feels they belong at school | feel | belong at school
Identities Agreement Identities Agreement Identities Agreement

HCDSB Total 95.3% HCDSB 78.6% HCDSB 78.6%
— e Black*** 64.3% Asexual*** 59.2%
Latino/Latina 95 5% East Asian 77.0% Bisexual*** 58.2%
Middle Eastern 94.8% Latino/Latina 75.2% Gay***
South Asian** 98.1% Middle Eastern** 73.3% Leshian***
Southeast Asian* 97.0% South Asian 78.8% Pansexual***
White 95.2% Southeast Asian 76.9% Queer***
Additional Racial Groups 95.0% White*** 81.1% Questioning*** 63.8%
Born in Canada 95.3% Additional Racial Groups** 66.7% Straight / heterosexual*** 83.3%
Born outside of Canada 95.7% Born in Canada** 79.5% Additional sexual Orientations***
Bf’y ol Born outside of Canada** 75.9% With Disability*** 64.2%
Girl - o6k Boy/Man*** 84.7% Without Disability *** 81.9%
Additional Gender Identities*** - -
With Disability*** Gender Fluid*** Buddhist 72.0%
Without Disability*** 96.3% Gender Nonconforming*** Christian - Other forms 76.1%
Christian - Other forms 93.9% Girl/Woman* Christian - Roman Catholic*** 85.2%
Christian - Roman Catholic*** 95.6% Non-Binary*** Hindu 85.7%
Hindu 93.3% Questioning*** Jewish** _
No religious or spiritual affiliation*? 86.4%| Trans boy or man*** Muslim 75.7%
Spiritual, but not religious*** 85.9% Additional Gender Identities No religious or spiritual affiliation** 70.6%
Additional Religions** 89.1% Sikh 70.8%

Spiritual, but not religious*** 61.9%

Additional Religions***

Results revealed:

* In both panels, students with disabilities ranked their feelings of belonging much lower than
the HCDSB total. Members of this community found this result to be reflective of their
experience and pointed to a lack of knowledge around disabilities and accommodations in
schools. In the community consultations, students noted that there is a great deal of
misunderstanding and a lack of knowledge around disabilities that makes them feel
uncomfortable inschools.

* Black students had lower rates of agreement than their peers. In the community consultation,
members pointed to a lack of diversity amongst both students and staff as one key reason why
their sense of belonging was lower.

* Students with diverse gender identities and sexual orientations had lower scores than their
peers. Members of this community pointed to an atmosphere around these issues and
identities that had gotten worse since the COVID-19 pandemic began and has been
exacerbated by social media.
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